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Study Objectives 

•  Study funded by the Department of Justice, 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services  

1.  Review existing literature  
•  Describe commonalities among events 
•  Identify factors that lead to incidents 
•  Offer potential interventions 

2.  Present a model that can help predict when 
and where violence is more likely to occur 

3.  Promote the use of proactive measures and a 
planning framework to prevent violence 
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Participants 

Violence can occur between: 
•  two or more spectators, or groups of 

spectators; 
•  spectators and entertainers; 
•  spectators and stadium personnel; and 
•  spectators and the venue.  

•  Spontaneous versus organized violence 
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Six most common forms of aggression 

1.  Verbal  
2.  Gesturing 
3.  ‘Missile’ throwing 
4.  Swarming 
5.  Property destruction 
6.  Physical  



5 

When Violence is Likely to Occur 
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Specific Responses 
Venue Event Staff 
Creating access barriers 

Providing adequate facilities and 
proper placement 

Strategic placement of stages, 
sound equipment, and screens 

Providing adequate and nearby 
parking 

Posting signage 

Changing venues for “high-risk” 
events 

Establishing processing and 
holding areas for spectators who 
are arrested or refuse to leave the 
premises 

Redesigning stadium features 
that facilitate violence 

Providing sectioned and 
individualized seating 

Restricting alcohol sales 

Removing disruptive spectators  

Refusing entrance to known 
troublemakers and inebriated 
spectators  

Screening items brought into the 
stadium  

Reducing situational instigators of 
violence 

Controlling the dispersal process  

Requiring permits and adherence to 
entertainment ordinances  

Advertising penalties associated with 
violent behavior  

Encouraging marketing to 
demographically diverse crowds  

Establishing an effective 
command post  

Training staff to respond 
appropriately  

Using different “levels” of 
security  

Increasing the visibility of 
security  

Incorporating technology 

  

 

Limited Effectiveness 
Relying on reactive tactics  

Presenting extreme shows of 
force  

Fan segregation 
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