
By: Brittany Prescott, Hixson-Lied Success  

Scholar 

 As a senior at the University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), I have defi-

nitely learned some great skills and study 

habits throughout my college career. 

However, those habits were not made all 

at once and the process was not easy. As 

someone who never got to take a first-

year seminar, I can really see the value in  

courses like COLA 100E that take the 

time to teach freshman about tips on how 

to study, use campus resources, manage 

time, and balance work, school, and 

health. Over the course of two years, I 

learned how to build a résumé, conduct 

an interview, do community service, use 

the library, manage stress, and much 

more. Now, freshman can learn all of 

these important skills their first semester. 

 The one thing I wish I had told 

myself when I was a freshman is that 

school is essential, and that being a good 

friend and taking time for family does 

not lose importance the moment you be-

come a college student. Prioritizing the 

people that mean the most to you along 

with your education is something that 

can be easily neglected and hard to fix 

after four years of the same routine. Try 

to ensure that you find a balance for all 

of your priorities. Additionally, taking 

breaks is useful to prevent burn out and 

to help you enjoy your college experi-

ence. Going on trips during breaks, play-

ing recreational sports, or just doing 

something you love can be fun ways to 

keep a positive mindset and push through 

those hard semesters. Moderation is key, 

but making yourself happy really helps 

with the endurance it takes to get that 

diploma.  

 One unexpected lesson I have 

learned is that even the classes you are 

not fond of still have... 
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Ms. Christina M. Hixson graduated from 
high school in Clarinda, Iowa and moved to 
Omaha, Nebraska to attend business 
school. She later went to work for Mr. Ernst 
F. Lied , a car dealership owner in Omaha 
and in 1960 she joined Mr. Lied in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada as his assistant. After Mr. Lied’s 
death in 1980, Ms. Hixson became the sole 
trustee of the Lied Foundation Trust and 
turned the Lied Foundation Trust into one 
of the largest  foundations in the state of 
Nevada at that time. Ms. Hixson has a spe-
cial understanding of young people who, 
like her, came from a challenging family 
background and are willing to work hard.  

Mr. Ernst F. Lied was born in Columbus, 
Ohio and attended the University of Kansas 
for two years, where he played on the golf 
team. He ultimately graduated from the 
University of Nebraska in 1927. Mr. Lied 
became a Buick dealer in Omaha, Nebraska 
and later his dealership was ranked third in 
the country for the number of cars sold. 
Mr. Lied established his charitable founda-
tion in 1972, and upon his death in 1980 at 
age 74 nearly his entire estate funded the 
Lied Foundation Trust. Lied Foundation 
Trust has enhanced the capabilities of many 
schools and enriched the quality of many 
lives! 

A Senior’s Perspective: Looking Back  
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By: Brenna Spector, Hixson-Lied Success 

Scholar 

 The UNLV Film Program 

boasts a unique opportunity called 

the Co-Curricular Film Project, 

which allows students to have spe-

cial hands on access into the inner 

workings of the film industry. 

Founded by the Film Department 

Chair, Professor Francisco Menen-

dez, it has been growing and aid-

ing students in their careers since 

1990.  

 Upon his arrival at UNLV, 

Prof. Menendez felt that the film 

department needed to add some-

thing that the world of theater is 

regularly acclimated to. In live 

theater, students are accustomed to 

working with faculty that serve as 

directors, set design, and real ac-

tors that work along with students. 

Twenty years ago, the nature of 

the film program was rather insu-

lar and mostly up to the students to 

make their own film. Collabora-

tion was minimal and not highly 

present. Prof. Menendez sought to 

develop the Co-Curricular Film 

Project, which enhanced collabora-

tion and resources for bigger budg-

et projects. The ultimate aim was 

to give students opportunities, ex-

periences, and resources that could 

not be gained shooting regular stu-

dent films. As part of the program, 

students are involved in the pre-

production, principal photography, 

and post-production phases of a 

short or feature film directed by 

Prof. Menendez. It is a three credit 

commitment each semester for 

students who continue until the 

film is completely finished.  

 Films produced from the 

Co-Curricular Film Project have 

greatly benefited students and the 

UNLV film department. The pro-

gram began to take off in 1999 

when “Medio Tiempo” was award-

ed the President's Planning Initia-

tive Award Grant for UNLV that 

allowed increased budgets for fu-

ture films. It was critically ac-

claimed at the Latino International 

Film Festival and CineVegas Film 

Festival. Additionally, it was given 

a ten year contract on cable when 

it won The Showtime Latino 

Filmmaker Showcase in 2001.  

 The Co-Curricular's first 

feature film, “Primo,” was the first 

film to move to Hi-Definition to 

give students a new edge. It also 

won the Planning Initiative Award 

and featured major actors such as 

Henry Darrow and Ilia Volok to 

make the experience... 

...value and contribute to the college experience. Not 

everything in life is going to be inherently exciting or 

immediately useful in your mind. 

However, learning to finish strong 

and getting practice working in 

groups or taking tests are still use-

ful and can ultimately make you a 

better, more successful person in 

the real world. Plus, you never 

know who you are going to meet 

in those classes! 

 Since my first semester at 

UNLV and becoming a Hixson-

Lied Success Scholar, I have definitely learned how 

to push myself outside my comfort zone. This has 

allowed me to experience new things and made me a 

better person. The Hixson-Lied Success Scholars 

Program has taught me how to be a leader and give 

back to my community as well 

as equipping me with skills I will 

need as an adult. I have really 

had time to discover myself and 

what kind of person I want to be, 

and what kind of impact I want 

to have on society. I have friends 

I hope to have for life that I nev-

er would have known otherwise. 

This scholarship program helped 

me accomplish things that would 

have been very difficult without the support of men-

tors that thrive on showing students that ordinary 

people can achieve extraordinary things. 

The UNLV Co-Curricular Project Elevates Students 

and the Film Department 

A Senior’s Perspective (Continued) 
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By: Brendon Herzig, Hixson-Lied Scholar 

 For me, you will never find a deeper mean-

ing than wandering a local museum and taking time 

to stop, look, and understand the detail in a particular 

piece.  UNLV students have a great opportunity to 

share in that experience at the Marjorie Barrick Mu-

seum. You will find this free museum located on the 

UNLV campus near the Lied Library on Harmon 

Avenue, costing you only the time you wish to 

spend. The museum features rotating exhibitions of 

contemporary art and artifacts. Currently, the 

“Yesterday and Today Exhibition” is open all hours 

the museum is open 

until the exhibit ends on 

May 30th.  

 The exhibit 

consists of basketry for 

gathering and storing by 

the Southern Paiute and 

the Western Shoshone 

people as a visible manifesto. When you first enter, 

the exhibit is located in the back left corner. As you 

look, the items you see begin to develop into more 

than what is simply before you. Allow your mind to 

understand what the pieces symbolize, the time it 

took to create them, the colors, and the items’ use. 

Located within the exhibit are multiple books offer-

ing insight into the Paiute people. You create your 

own experience by being open to the meaning behind 

the pieces. Opening the books and reading infor-

mation on the basketry itself broadened my under-

standing of the people and culture. Taking another 

walk around after reading through some of the books 

provided helped me to discover the real beauty of the 

exhibit. It changes the physical forms of a basket or a 

canteen, into a myriad of colors, materials, textures 

and shapes. 

 The experience inspired my inner museum 

enthusiast and an overall appreciation for the exhibit. 

Exhibits like this expose you to the indigenous histo-

ries of Nevada. The artifacts become a connection to 

the beliefs and traditions of these historic cultures. 

The “Yesterday and Today Exhibition” benefits the 

UNLV community by delivering information about 

the native peoples’ culture. It communicates the 

changing vitality of the native people and their resili-

ence to continue. This exhibit can be underscores the 

University Undergraduate Learning Outcomes 

(UULO’s). Intellectual Breadth and Lifelong learn-

ing includes the ability to reflect and expand on 

one’s own understanding, which is one way this ex-

hibit can play a role in your lifelong studies. The 

“Yesterday and Today Exhibit” expands on Global/

Multicultural Knowledge and Awareness of the 

world, linking perspectives to identity, and experi-

ences of different cultures.  

all the more authentic and enriching for students.  

 When Academy Award recipient and legend-

ary Hollywood Producer Roger Corman saw 

"Primo," he invited Prof. Menendez to direct a fea-

ture film for him.  The result was the Co-curricular 

Film Project “Stealing Las Vegas,” released in 2012, 

which propelled the program to new heights and 

ground. It had a worldwide release in every English 

speaking country. It also played at the Marche Du 

Film at the Cannes Film Festival. 

 In addition, the screening of “Stealing Las 

Vegas” at CineVegas Film Festival caught the eye of 

local movie house owner Johnny Brenden, which 

translated into the Johnny Brenden Filmmaker's 

Award for UNLV. This award is granted every two 

years to a dedicated and talented filmmaker from the 

film program that awards a $25,000 budget to the 

student to produce a feature length film. It gives stu-

dents the opportunity to make dreams a reality that 

could not have been possible without the recognition 

and benefits that the Co-Curricular program has 

brought to UNLV.  

 Students participating in the Co-Curricular 

have gone on to work on films such as “Liars, Fires, 

and Bears” and “Rabbit Days.” It helps students to 

see the big pic-

ture of a produc-

tion and allows 

for hands on ex-

perience in the 

industry. It is an 

opportunity like 

no other and is 

available to all 

willing and dedi-

cated students.  

Discover an Appetite for a Deeper Knowledge  

The UNLV Co-Curricular Project (Continued)  

“You create your own 

experience by being 

open to the meaning 

behind the pieces.” 

Continued on p. 4 
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By: Kelly Lutzker, Hixson-Lied Success 

Scholar 

 The University of Nevada, 

Las Vegas (UNLV) is an epicenter 

of all kinds of resources that are 

beneficial to the everyday college 

student who may need a little bit 

of help.  Through the doors of the 

Library, the Writing Center, and 

the Academic Success Center, stu-

dents have a variety of different, 

skill-enhancing workshops at their 

disposal that are available through-

out the semester. The month of 

March is no exception. Listed be-

low are a few of the numerous 

workshops open to the students.       

 

MLA Style 

Provided by: Jacquie Elkouz 

When and Where: Monday, March 

2 from 2:00 to 2:50pm in the Stu-

dent Union, Room 205.  

Purpose: This workshop is dedi-

cated to helping the student master 

MLA style formatting that some 

professors require for essays or 

research projects they assign.  

Writing a Research Paper 

Provided by: Regina Dickerson 

When and Where: Tuesday, March 

3 from 2:00 to 2:50pm in the Stu-

dent Union, Room 205 

Purpose: Every college student is 

bound to get assigned at least one 

major research paper to do. This 

workshop will guide the student in 

all the necessary steps it takes to 

complete a well-written research 

paper.  

How to Avoid Plagiarism 

Provided by:  Jacquie Elkouz 

When and Where: Thursday, 

March 5 from 2:00 to 2:50pm in 

the Student Union, Room 209 

Purpose: Plagiarism is a serious 

issue among the academic commu-

nity and is not tolerated at UNLV. 

However, some students may do it 

accidently. This workshop will 

teach them how to properly use 

and cite information in order to 

avoid plagiarism.  

Time Management: Plan Ahead 

Provided by: Heather Hatch 

When and Where: Monday, March 

16 from 2:30 to 3:30pm in the Stu-

dent Union, Room 205 

Purpose: This workshop is focused 

primarily on how to juggle all your 

responsibilities and get things 

done, neatly, efficiently, and on 

time.  

Study Skills: Train Your Brain 

Provided by:  Heather Hatch 

When and Where:  Thursday, 

March 19 from 10:00am to 

11:00am in the Student Union, 

Room 209 

Purpose:  Studying can be a diffi-

cult thing to do. It is not particular-

ly fun and can be mind-numbing 

and time consuming if you don’t 

know how to do it properly. This 

workshop will provide you ways 

that will make your studying time 

more effective. 

Study Skills: Tips for Test Suc-

cess 
Provided by: Heather Hatch 

When and Where:  Thursday, 

March 26 from 10:00am to 

11:00am in the Student Union, 

Room 205 

Purpose: Tests are a dreaded but 

inevitable part of the college expe-

rience. The looming date of a test 

can bring about peaked levels of 

This exhibit increases the awareness of one’s own 

place in the world and possible influence.  This is not 

the only exhibit that can increase your awareness of 

historical and cultural diversity. This space rotates 

multiple exhibits throughout the year displaying dif-

ferent collections of historical piece manifestos. For 

example, opening March 20th is the “If a 6 Turned 

Out To Be 9" exhibit that will offer another oppor-

tunity to open your mind. If you aren’t able to make 

this exhibit, I recommend that you catch one of the 

many other exhibits to be hosted in the Marjorie Bar-

rick Museum.  

Working the Workshops 

Discover an Appetite for a Deeper Knowledge 

Continued 
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By: Natalie Costa, Hixson-Lied Scholar 

 

 The Academic Success Center (ASC) high-

lights the newest addition to their staff, Business and 

Academic Operations Manager, Dr. Brandy Smith. 

Dr. Smith is a native Nevadan, raised in Boulder 

City, which lead her to become a student here at 

UNLV. During her undergraduate career, she ma-

jored in Business Management and continued on to 

receive her MBA, where her focus was on New 

Venture Management. Afterward, she went on to 

earn a Ph.D. in Higher Education Leadership.  

 Dr. Smith spent some time working with the 

ASC as a COLA 100E First-Year Seminar instruc-

tor, where she had the opportunity to help students 

explore the skills and knowledge necessary to suc-

ceed as an undergraduate. Coming from the College 

of Education, her work as a first-year seminar in-

structor allowed her to explore another area within 

higher education. Throughout her career, she has 

completed research on organizational change, fi-

nance, and student persistence within higher educa-

tion. Presently, she is working on a study regarding 

the perceptions of students, faculty, and staff as an 

institution transitions into having Minority Serving 

Institution status. 

 In her role as the Business and Academic 

Operations Manager of the ASC, Dr. Smith’s job 

entails working with budgets and financial projec-

tions, as well as collaborating with the ASC team on 

student success initiatives. When asked about her 

favorite part of the job she stated, “I really enjoy the 

positive working environment. Also, it’s my mission 

to help students achieve success and make a differ-

ence in their lives throughout their college experi-

ence.”  

 When she is not working, she spends her 

free time at home and on the soccer field with her 

two teenagers. She enjoys swimming and reading a 

good book. A fun fact about Dr. Smith is that she is 

scuba diving certified and last year she participated 

in a sprint triathlon in Boulder City. Her favorite 

quote is by Mother Teresa which states, “Be faithful 

in small things because it is in them that your 

strength lies.”  Dr. Brandy Smith embodies this 

quote through her daily activities and career goals. 

Professional Spotlight: Dr. Brandy Smith  

Academic Success Center 
4505 Maryland Parkway 

Las Vegas, NV 89154-2001 
(702) 895-3177 

academicsuccess.unlv.edu 

anxiety and negative feelings, before, during, 

and after it is all said and done. This work-

shop will provide tips and tricks to help the 

student with tests and the stress they bring. 

 For more information or a complete 

list of workshops, just visit the UNLV Aca-

demic Success Center, Library, or Writing 

Center websites.  

Working the Workshops (Cont.) 
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*All photos used are origi-

nal or can be found at 

unlv.edu. 


