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Poster Presentation

Overview

• A poster presentation is essentially an overview of your 
research and everything that you have done thus far. 

• We understand that research projects do not start and 
end on specific dates and therefore, many of you will 
only have preliminary results.

• For the final poster, you will need to include:

• The UNLV logo

• Your name and mentor’s name

• Grant acknowledgment (if applicable)

• Your research mentor MUST approve your poster 
presentation. This is an opportunity to learn and ask 
questions. 

www.melanomaresearch.com.au/about-amrf/research-projects.html
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 It is highly recommended that you use PowerPoint to set up your poster. 

 Templates can be found on the OUR website.

 On PowerPoint: 

 In the Design tab, look to the far right and click on Slide Size, then Custom 
Slide Size to adjust to your desired dimensions.

 You can change the Layout of the slide to Blank and then begin placing text 
boxes to create your format. In the Insert tab, click on Text Box. Click and 
drag the mouse on the slide to create the text box.

 You can import media (images, charts, and icons) by clicking on the Insert tab 
and then Pictures. Browse to the location on your computer to find the file. 
You can also drag and drop media directly onto the slide.

 Specifics:

• The recommended size is 36 inches (height) by 48 inches (width) and Landscape 
orientation

• Title: Use at least 70 pt. font

• Authors and Affiliations: Use at least 50 pt. font

• Headings: Use at least 40 pt. font

• Any text under the headings should be at least 24 pt. font.

• Include:

• Introduction

• Objectives and Hypotheses

• Methods

• Results

• Conclusions or Discussion

• Acknowledgements
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Audience Questions

 Questions can be nerve-racking, however, an 
engaging presentation should encourage discussion 
and follow-up questions. 

 Listen attentively and paraphrase the question 
back to them if you need more clarification. 

 Spend some time when preparing beforehand to 
think of possible questions that would be asked. 

 It is okay to not know the answer to a 
question! It is not okay to “fake” an answer to a 
question. 

 You can say something like... “I actually do not know 
the answer to that, but it’s a great question and I will 
look into it.



Delivery

Speak loudly and 

clearly

Be concise and complete 

in your explanations

Talk through each slide, 

but do not read off the 

slide

Don’t go too quickly

Be aware of your 

audience

Repeat key points

Limit jargon and explain 

any uncommon 

abbreviations

Look professional

Avoid distractions by 

emptying your pockets, 

clearing your presentation 

space, and focusing on 

your audience

If you provide handouts, 

distribute them before or 

after the talk – not during

Face your audience, not 

the screen

Prepare 

beforehand

Practice is crucial for a 

successful presentation

Rehearse by yourself and 

in front of friends

Time your talk

Rehearsing will decrease 

nervousness

Show enthusiasm 

for your research!
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 6 min for their poster

 4 min for Q&As

 3 min for judges to fill out notes

 2 min for transition

 Students are responsible for printing their 
own posters. 

 However, the Office of Undergraduate 
Research offers a first-come, first-served 
Poster Printing Grant to cover these costs.

 Please encourage your mentor to attend 
your presentation.
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4/02/presenting

 http://mcnair.ucsb.edu/documents/HowtoC
reateaResearchPresentation_000.pdf

 https://services.unimelb.edu.au/__data/ass
ets/pdf_file/0005/470075/Presenting_your_
research_Update_051112.pdf

 http://www.tulane.edu/~lamp/pdfs/Present
ing_Research_Results.pdf

 https://www.northwestern.edu/climb/pdfs-
powerpoints/resources-
oral/Intro%20to%20sci%20presentations%
202010.pdf

https://www.apa.org/science/about/psa/2014/02/presenting
http://mcnair.ucsb.edu/documents/HowtoCreateaResearchPresentation_000.pdf
https://services.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/470075/Presenting_your_research_Update_051112.pdf
http://www.tulane.edu/~lamp/pdfs/Presenting_Research_Results.pdf
https://www.northwestern.edu/climb/pdfs-powerpoints/resources-oral/Intro%20to%20sci%20presentations%202010.pdf

