
By Victoria Mitchell, Hixson-Lied Success  

Scholar 

When students first get to cam-

pus, it may seem chaotic. There are so 

many people, buildings, and skateboards. 

Students are probably so caught up in 

everything that they are not thinking 

about how they are going to spend their 

free time. As for me, I knew how im-

portant it was to get involved. Being in-

volved in campus organizations is some-

thing that I had been missing in high 

school. I knew that this was my chance 

to find an organization I really connected 

with. To start, I spent ample time scour-

ing the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

(UNLV) website and I found the Student 

Academic Advisory Board. I sent in an 

application, and before I knew it, I was 

not only a member, but also the Outreach 

Coordinator for the program.  

I was beyond excited. With this 

position I was able to create flyers, 

choose marketing giveaways, and help in 

event planning. Getting involved in this 

organization helped me connect with stu-

dents and staff who shared a common 

interest in advising and the bettering of 

UNLV’s campus.  I was also able to take 

an all-expense paid trip to California 

State University, Dominguez Hills for 

the Circle of Change Leadership Confer-

ence. Taking this trip was a rewarding 

experience that not only helped me grow 

as a leader but also as a person. It is clear 

that getting involved can open students 

up to opportunities that may have never 

been available otherwise. 

 I may have known all along that 

I needed to get involved, but I do not 

know if I would have had the courage to 

do so were I not a Hixson-Lied Success 

Scholar. Being a scholar with the Aca-

demic Success Center (ASC)... 
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Ms. Christina M. Hixson graduated from 
high school in Clarinda, Iowa and moved to 
Omaha, Nebraska to attend business 
school. She later went to work for Mr. Ernst 
F. Lied , a car dealership owner in Omaha 
and in 1960 she joined Mr. Lied in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada as his assistant. After Mr. Lied’s 
death in 1980, Ms. Hixson became the sole 
trustee of the Lied Foundation Trust and 
turned the Lied Foundation Trust into one 
of the largest  foundations in the state of 
Nevada at that time. Ms. Hixson has a spe-
cial understanding of young people who, 
like her, came from a challenging family 
background and are willing to work hard.  

Mr. Ernst F. Lied was born in Columbus, 
Ohio and attended the University of Kansas 
for two years, where he played on the golf 
team. He ultimately graduated from the 
University of Nebraska in 1927. Mr. Lied 
became a Buick dealer in Omaha, Nebraska 
and later his dealership was ranked third in 
the country for the number of cars sold. 
Mr. Lied established his charitable founda-
tion in 1972, and upon his death in 1980 at 
age 74 nearly his entire estate funded the 
Lied Foundation Trust. Lied Foundation 
Trust has enhanced the capabilities of many 
schools and enriched the quality of many 
lives! 
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By Vanessa Huanca-Siles, Hixson-Lied 

Success Scholar 

Test taking can be ex-

tremely challenging for some stu-

dents. Besides the pressure that is 

inherently felt during an exam, a 

question that is hard to understand 

can make it worse. When this oc-

curs, most students might pass the 

question and come back to it later 

or simply make an educated guess 

to answer. The tendency to rely on 

these types of strategies, increases 

with other obstacles students face 

when learning. In many disci-

plines, there is often an abundant 

amount of new terminology that 

needs to be learned beforehand; 

questions may be hard to dissect 

and one often also needs to learn 

the right approach to it. In UNLV’s 

Department of Chemistry, we have 

a wonderful group of people who 

are doing research regarding what 

approach students take to learn 

chemistry.  

Eshani Gandhi is a gradu-

ate student who loves teaching. 

She graduated from the University 

of California, Irvine with a bache-

lor’s degree in Biology and contin-

ued here at UNLV for her master’s 

degree in Biochemistry. Currently, 

she is working on her PhD in 

Chemistry Education at UNLV. 

Specifically, she is working on 

access issues in chemistry learning 

with a focus on students who have 

English as a second language. Her 

interest in this topic began due to 

her personal experience from 

learning not just English itself, but 

having to teach herself the tech-

nical language of chemistry and 

how to interpret the questions.  

The language barrier was 

challenging to her and most of her 

peers, especially during assess-

ments. Her goal is to help students 

who have to go through this expe-

rience. She will examine UNLV 

students who are considered Eng-

lish learners and will begin a back-

ground interview process.  

...allowed me to step out of my comfort zone through 

activities such as giving a speech at the Honors 

Ceremony, manning the marketing table in the Stu-

dent Union, and presenting to COLA 100E First-

Year Seminar students. With 

these experiences, I became 

confident in myself and felt 

that I could do anything I set 

my mind to. 

  As I progressed in my 

program, I decided I would 

set my mind on going to Lon-

don in the summer. Going to 

London may sound a bit far-

fetched, but to me it was the 

opportunity of a lifetime. To 

qualify to become an Interna-

tional Ambassador, I would 

have to give a presentation 

about myself and the reasons I wanted to go to 

London for a group of people I just met. The 

presentation would be followed by an interview 

where I would really be able to prove myself. Go-

ing into the interview I was confident, but also 

very nervous. A week later, I got the call that asked 

if I wanted to go to London. I was elated! My wild-

est dream had come true and that was just the be-

ginning. While in London I 

learned so much about myself, 

their culture, and the endless 

realm of possibilities. 

 Looking for opportuni-

ties is easy. You just have to 

look on the UNLV website 

(www.unlv.edu), or attend an 

involvement fair to get involved 

with an organization you con-

nect with. To help you find 

something, remember that 

“Working hard for something 

you don’t care about is called 

stress. Working hard for some-

thing you love is called passion” (Simon Sinek).  If 

you have anxiety about starting something new, 

challenge negative thinking by imagining all the 

new possibilities you are giving yourself.  

Highlight on Student Research: Chemistry, Testing, 

and Education 
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By Bridget Manguiat, Hixson-Lied  

Scholar 

Often times, it seems that 

the people around me end up ask-

ing: what are you majoring in now 

that you are in college? Typically, 

when I reply “Art BA,” they make 

a curious face and an unsure ex-

pression. These individuals usually 

do not quite understand what it 

means to be in Graphic Design or 

other art-related fields. Many peo-

ple merely picture art in terms of 

painting or sculpting a piece and 

think that, as a career, it probably 

will not lead to much in terms of 

making money. I have even had 

some consider it a choice for those 

who cannot or do not wish to pur-

sue something “greater” and more 

“practical.” The truth is, however, 

that art is so much more.  

While everyone’s story is 

different, I hope to shed some light 

by first explaining why I decided 

to choose this kind of degree out 

of all the paths I could have cho-

sen. In high school, I attended a 

tech school—a school that offers 

programs that act as majors and 

allow for some experience prior to 

college. As a result, I was already 

presented with some choices and 

ideas to try during those four 

years. Originally, I had applied for 

3D animation only to be put into 

Graphic Design. At the time, in-

stead of sticking with that major, I 

actually ended up switching 

Health Occupations instead to 

study nursing. After spending time 

there and going to Desert Springs 

Hospital for clinicals, I realized—I 

really regretted 

not having 

stayed in 

Graphic Design 

or switching 

into animation. 

While I was 

exploring the 

medical field, I 

felt there was a 

lid put on the 

creative, more open-minded as-

pects of what I personally enjoyed 

in life. It was a much more serious 

environment and honestly, it felt 

like the colors of the world were 

being sapped away from me. En-

tering college, I chose to pursue 

what better fit my interest—Art.  

To be quite frank, I hon-

estly wanted to be in animation, 

not graphic design. However, as I 

implied earlier, your major does 

not necessarily equal a particular 

job. Rather, it can serve as a step-

ping stone for so much more. For 

some concrete examples of how 

art translates into our everyday 

world, most people do not realize 

that artists designed the floors they 

walk on in the casinos at the strip. 

It is not just some random comput-

er picked idea; an actual designer 

thought of it. Even the slot ma-

chines you see 

being played 

constantly by 

locals and tour-

ists of sorts 

were designed 

by artists in col-

laboration with 

gaming engi-

neers. The cos-

tumes worn at 

plays, movies, or performances are 

also a result of artists. At one 

point, they were merely scribbles 

and thoughts drawn out on a single 

sheet of paper before being 

brought to life. The cartoons and 

animated movies aired, in collabo-

ration with animators and musi-

cians, were designed by artists. It 

may not seem like you can do any-

thing with art, but the truth is, 

there would not be any of the sim-

ple pleasures we take for granted... 

Those students will be asked to answer 

chemistry and biology questions regarding 

buffers, pKa and pH. With this research 

she will be able to understand the students 

thought process to find—as she puts it—

“where the road blocks are.”  There is 

hardly any research regarding this topic, so 

Gandhi’s research will be able to influence 

others on how they are teaching their stu-

dents and consider whether they are writ-

ing proper exams. By the end of her re-

search, she also hopes to help students 

with test techniques.  

 We wish the best of luck to Gan-

dhi and her teaching career. For any stu-

dents who would like to meet her for 

some chemistry help, she is available dur-

ing her office hours which are Tuesdays 

from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in the Chemistry 

Learning Center located in the Chemistry 

Building (CHE) 109. (Gandhi, Eshani. 

Personal interaction, May 2014). 

Graphic Design: A Choice Full of Colors 

Highlight on Student Research (Continued)  

“...the truth is, there would not 

be any of the simple pleasures 

we take for granted without 

people practicing art or  

design. “ 

Continued on p. 4 
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By Sabina Catak, Hixson-Lied Success 

Scholar 

Dr. Jenya Gaskin is the 

Learning Specialist with the ASC. 

Her job includes conducting learn-

ing assessments and diagnosing 

disabilities to help students over-

come any barriers to their educa-

tion. Dr. Gaskin’s career consists 

of many milestones. She graduated 

with a Bachelor’s in International 

Studies and Spanish, received a 

Master’s degree in Educational 

Psychology, and Doctoral degree 

in School Psychology. Of her var-

ied experiences, Dr. Gaskin cites 

her time spent studying abroad in 

Seville, Spain and her volunteer 

experience at Smith Middle 

School in North Carolina as pivot-

al points in her career path. She 

loved learning about how students 

learn and how to improve their 

learning abilities for a bright fu-

ture. As a result, she really values 

the mission of her job at the ASC, 

which focuses on helping students 

find resources appropriate to their 

educational needs.  

Dr. Gaskin’s advice for 

new and future students would be 

to ask for help; talk to peers, pro-

fessors, and others in levels above 

you to learn from their experienc-

es. According to Dr. Gaskin, the 

most difficult times were choosing 

a dissertation and deciding a career 

path to begin with. She found 

guidance by asking for help, and 

she recommends that others al-

ways seek out help as it can make 

your path much less complicated. 

Dr. Gaskin is a wonderful 

addition to the ASC team. So be-

fore closing, here are some fun 

facts about our Learning Special-

ist. She was born in New Haven, 

Connecticut and then raised in 

Charlotte, North Carolina from the 

time she was nine years old. In her 

spare time, she likes to play sports 

like golf and tennis, work out, and 

read. Her favorite foods are french

-fries and anything else that in-

volves potatoes. She also loves 

eating red seedless grapes. Her 

favorite colors are Carolina blue 

and purple. Dr. Gaskin’s pet 

peeves are people who are rude to 

others, rather than being empathet-

ic to each individual’s circum-

stances, and when people neglect 

to use turn signals while driving.  

...without people practicing art or 

design.  

 If somehow, a person who 

is majoring in art decides not to 

pursue a career in it, they still can 

apply the skills they acquired from 

their studies to other fields. That is 

the beauty of majoring in art; I feel 

that it really opens up one’s mind 

to the various possibilities present-

ed. For instance, I found that, after 

just one semester of taking art 

classes that you end up learning 

how to think bigger. A line is not 

just a line anymore. When put in a 

real life scenario, you no longer 

believe that there is only one 

choice. It helps you remember to 

consider the gray field within that 

so many believe to only be black 

and white. Artists know that there 

are colors in this world and an infi-

nite amount of ways you can think 

about one thought. Whether it is 

thinking of a new and colorful way 

of teaching, or presenting a sub-

ject, it makes what might seem 

dull so much more interesting. 

Overall, there is just so 

much art has contributed to society 

that so many bystanders do not 

realize exists because of those who 

pursued art. The smallest of items 

were thought of and created by 

people with an artist’s spirit. As a 

student aiming for a degree in art, 

life is no longer just a “yes” or 

“no.” It is a “why” and “how.” 

“Maybes” become exploring how 

to make it “I will”. A creative 

mind is prone to wonder, prone to 

wander, and prone to try new 

things. From new ideas and adven-

tures, you build new experiences. 

Through experiences, you acquire 

knowledge. I feel strongly about 

the personal affect art has on our 

identities. As a former explorer of 

nursing, to graphic design, I can 

say with confidence: I chose a de-

gree in arts for the adventures it 

opens up in my mind and in my 

life. 

What You Didn’t Know About Dr. Jenya Gaskin 

Graphic Design (Continued) 



By Maria Navarro, Hixson-Lied Scholar 

 

It's almost that time of the semester again – 

returning to classes after Spring Break. While you 

may lack enthusiasm to return to your routine, it is 

important to come back to campus with a positive 

attitude. There are many ways to bounce back after 

Spring Break, especially knowing that there are only 

a few more weeks of classes left. 

To get back into your normal routine, start 

right away. If you want to ensure that you earn good 

grades and finish everything in your planner, return-

ing back to your schedule immediately helps im-

mensely. Plan and schedule your days so that you 

can organize class time, work, assignments, and of 

course make time for studying. The final thing to 

make time for is staying healthy. Many forget how 

important this is to avoid burnout and stress. Do this 

by exercising regularly, sticking to your gym rou-

tine, eating healthy, and getting enough sleep! While 

you may feel too busy, this is the most important 

time to take care of yourself. Eating breakfast and 

adjusting your sleep schedule are small ways to help 

you get back into a healthy routine. 

Next, take manageable steps to finish tasks. 

You really can work on individual and group pro-

jects, run errands, and prepare for finals if you make 

your to-do list detailed so that you can focus on ac-

complishing tasks in increments. Also, complete any 

final projects and assignments as soon as possible. 

Don't procrastinate or schedule them for the last mi-

nute as this can make a large impact on your perfor-

mance, stress, and grades. Remember, all that is be-

tween you and summer break is finals week, and 

these last weeks will go by before you know it. 

Since the end of the semester is so important, plan 

out study week accordingly and prioritize when 

things will get done now. The biggest motivation 

many students can keep in mind is being one step 

closer to graduation and of course finally starting 

summer!  

Lastly, relax! Dreading your work will not 

help motivate you. Adjusting back to school can be 

stressful, but planning right and having a positive 

mindset will make all the difference. When you are 

feeling negative, ask yourself what is one small 

thing you can do to stay or get back on track. Doing 

something small can often help you get started. If 

you follow through with your plans, everything will 

fall into place.  

How to “Bounce Back” After Spring Break 
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*All photos used are original or can be found at unlv.edu. 

www.unlv.edu/asc 

ASC@unlv.edu 

(702) 895-3177 


