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The Chicago Manual of Style has two alternative systems of citing sources, named Author-Date and 

Notes and Bibliography. In this handout, we review the Author-Date system, which requires two elements 

to document sources in a paper: in-text citations and a reference list. 

IN-TEXT CITATIONS 

In-text citations should include the author's last name and year of publication in parentheses next to the 

quoted or paraphrased material. Unlike APA, in the Chicago style there is no comma between the author’s 

last name and year of publication. However, the page number should be separated by a comma. See below 

for examples. 

Paraphrased & Quoted Examples 

There is some flexibility in where the citation appears, based on how the source material is presented: 

Direct quote: The citation can appear after the author is mentioned or at the end of the quote.  

▪ Smith (2015, 50) stated that “illegal waste disposal led to the water contamination.” 

▪ Smith stated that “illegal waste disposal led to the water contamination” (2010, 50). 

Paraphrased material: The citation can be placed after the author is mentioned or, if the author 

is not mentioned, with their name at the end of the sentence. 

▪ Sokolowski and Matt (2008, 355) assert that philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle… 

▪ Philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle… (Sokolowski and Matt 2008, 355). 

REFERENCE LIST 

The reference list on which you fully present your sources should come at the end of the document as a 

new page and should be titled “References.” Do not bold, italicize, or use quotation marks around this title. 

Entries on the reference list should be alphabetized and single-spaced, with an extra space between them. 

Make sure to use hanging indents (0.5 inches). The reference list does not include page numbers. 

Below are examples taken from the Chicago Manual of Style’s website. Note that the list is not exhaustive. 
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Source Type In-Text Citation Reference List Entry 

Books with a 
Single Author 

(Author Last name Year, 
Page) 

 

Last name, First name. Year. Title. Publisher.  
 
Yu, Charles. 2020. Interior Chinatown. Pantheon Books. 

(Yu 2020, 45) 

 

(Binder and Kidder 2022, 
117–18) 

 
Binder, Amy J., and Jeffrey L. Kidder. 2022. The 

Channels of Student Activism: How the Left and Right 
Are Winning (and Losing) in Campus Politics Today. 
University of Chicago Press. 

Chapter of a 
Book with an 

Editor 

(Author Last name Year, 
Page) 
 

Author Last name, First name. Year. “Chapter title.” In 
Book Title, edited by Editor’s Full name. 
Publisher.  

(Doyle 2023, 64) 
  

 
Doyle, Kathleen. 2023. “The Queen Mary Psalter.” In 

The Book by Design: The Remarkable Story of the 
World’s Greatest Invention, edited by P. J. M. Marks 
and Stephen Parkin. University of Chicago 
Press. 

 

Journal Article 

 

 

(Last name Year, Page) 
 
(Dittmar and Schemske 
2023, 480) 
 
(Dror et al. 2022, 10–11) 
 
 
* For sources with more 
than six authors, name 3 in 
the reference list and only 1 
in the in-text citation. Use 
“et al.” in both cases to 
indicate there are more 
authors.  

Last name, First name and Last Name, First Name. 
Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume 
(Issue): Pages. URL/DOI. 

 
Dittmar, Emily L., and Douglas W. Schemske. 2023. 

“Temporal Variation in Selection Influences 
Microgeographic Local Adaptation.” American 
Naturalist 202 (4): 471–85. 
https://doi.org/10.1086/725865. 

 
Dror, Amiel A., Nicole Morozov, Amani Daoud, et al. 

2022. “Pre-Infection 25-Hydroxyvitamin D3 
Levels and Association with Severity of 
COVID-19 Illness.” PLOS ONE 17 (2): 
e0263069. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263069. 

 

News Articles, 
Blogs and 
Magazine 
Articles   

(Last name Year) 
 
(Blum 2023) 
 

Last name, First name. Year. “Article Title.” Source, Date 
           Published. URL.  
 
Blum, Dani. 2023. “Are Flax Seeds All That?” New York 

 Times, December 13. 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/13/well/e
at/flax-seeds-benefits.html. 

  

**Add page numbers if 
applicable.  

***Include URL if available. 

 


