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Use of Your Own Previously Published Material

Copyright Approvals

If you have previously published materials (e.g., excerpts or complete journal
articles written by you or with other authors) which you would like to include in your
thesis or dissertation, copyright approvals must be obtained and placed in the
appendix.

Departmental Decision

Departments, not the Graduate College, shall decide whether students may include
their own previously published, in press, multi-authored materials, and how many
they may include, in their document. This is a matter of departmental discretion,
decided in accordance with each department’s relevant procedures.

Formatting

A thesis or dissertation may NOT consist solely of previously published materials or
journal articles formatted as published. Theses and dissertations must meet the
formatting requirements as set forth in the guidelines found on the Thesis &
Dissertation Guidelines page, as well as conform to the style guide of the

department/discipline. If your thesis or dissertation consists of multiple articles, the
first chapter must tie the articles together under a common theme or topic. Each
article/chapter must begin with a chapter abstract summarizing that article/chapter.
Following the abstract, a statement must be included indicating your contribution to
the article/chapter (e.g., sole author, first author, second author, etc.). Each
article/chapter must include the names of all contributing authors, if applicable.

IRB Approval

If you had any Institutional Review Board (IRB) approvals connected to your
previously published materials, these must be included in an appendix.


https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/thesis
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/thesis
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Publisher Requirements

Your publisher could put more exacting requirements on how you present
information in your final dissertation or thesis document than what is laid out in the
Graduate College Guidelines. If you are using previously published articles in your
thesis or dissertation, it is your responsibility to contact the publisher before
defending your document and get a copy of these requirements. These
requirements must be present in your document prior to defending. Changes
required by publishers that are not approved at the time of defense will not be
considered by the Graduate College without a formal appeal (all Graduate College
Forms can be seen here —the appeal form will be found in Grad Rebel Gateway).

Embargo

Some publishers will restrict the release of previously published materials to
ProQuest, but will allow for items to be made available through the university. If this
is the case, you will need to submit an embargo form along with a statement from
the publisher or a copy of your publication agreement that expressly prohibits you
from publishing in ProQuest. If your embargo request is approved, you will only be
required to upload your document to Oasis: UNLV’s Repository for Scholarship,
Research, and Creative Activity. Due to the longer processing time associated with
this embargo, it must be turned in two weeks prior to the ProQuest upload deadline.



https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/forms
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/forms
http://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduation-deadlines
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