
SPONSORSHIP WORKSHOP



WORKSHOP OVERVIEW

Introduction How to apply for GPSA 
funding

Tips to make your 
application great

Q & A 



PURPOSE OF THIS WORKSHOP

Learn about GPSA 
Sponsorship, 

deadlines, and other 
information

1
Provide information 

about the application 
process and how 
applications are 

scored

2
Review examples to 
learn more about 
scoring individual 

applications

3



GPSA: WHERE TO FIND US

 Homepage: 
https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa

 Sponsorship: 
https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa/sponsorship-awards

 CBC-C 111 or Graduate Commons LLB 2141

https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa
https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa/sponsorship-awards


SPONSORSHIP DETAILS

$2,500 maximum 
request amount

Award decisions within 6 weeks



2022-2023 SPONSORSHIP BUDGET

 $175,000 funding pool

 Goal: fund as many eligible applications as possible
 Based on quality determined by scoring rubric and the Sponsorship Committee



THE APPLICATION

 Online through GPSA Sponsorship website: 
https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa/sponsorship-awards/sponsorships

 Submit the following materials: 
1. Explanation of activities

2. Budget

3. Supporting documentation for ALL items on budget

4. Faculty endorsement (post-application submission)

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE REVIEWED!

https://www.unlv.edu/gpsa/sponsorship-awards/sponsorships


EXPLANATION OF ACTIVITIES

 Concise project summary – limit one page 
 Research, presentation, or performance
 Avoid jargon
 Proofread for spelling and grammar

 Significance of project
 Intellectual merit

 Broader impacts of your project
 GPSA, UNLV, the community, your field

 Timeline



BUDGET

 MUST BE: 
 Itemized

 Detailed

 Accurate

 Justified

 Supported



BUDGET SUPPORTING MATERIALS EXAMPLES

Provide three (3) comparisons for all 
items listed in your budget table.

Items without comparisons and 
justifications will be excluded from your 
requested amount.



A NOTE ON SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

 Anything you are asking for MUST be accompanied by supporting 
documents that provide proof of cost and comparisons

 A receipt alone is not a supporting document



NON-COVERED ITEMS

 Per Diem

 Salaries and/or wages

 Honorarium

 Service and/or volunteer compensations

 Routine supplies

 Thesis/dissertation copies/posters

 Professional organization membership dues/fees



UNLV FACULTY APPROVAL

Upon submission of 
your application your 
advisor will be emailed 
the following:



UNLV FACULTY APPROVAL, CONTINUED

The approval link will 
take your faculty 
member to the 
following page to 
Approve (endorse) or 
Reject your funding 
application.



APPLICATION TIPS

 Include ALL necessary components
 Proofread
 Have someone outside your area of expertise read your explanation of 

activities
 Ensure that your budget is organized, itemized, justified, AND 

supported with supporting documents
 The committee looks favorably on students who minimize cost

 Follow the guidelines on the website



FUNDING PRIORITIES

 High Priority / Tier 1
 Research (travel or materials) required for graduation

 Medium Priority / Tier 2
 Conference travel to present a scholarly project

 Low Priority / Tier 3
 Conference travel without presentation



SCORING



UPCOMING DEADLINES

Recommended Application 
Deadlines – submit apps early!
ALL applications for GPSA sponsorship are due sixty (60) days prior to 
the activity start date.



WHY DIDN’T I GET FUNDING? Common Issues

 Funding is extremely competitive and based on the quality of applications
 Some issues that may reduce your chance of funding: 
 You were missing documentation
 The explanation of activities was incomplete, difficult to read, or contained errors
 The budget was not justified or itemized
 You did not include supporting documents
 You asked for non-covered items
 You did not attempt to cut costs



QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
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