
The United States Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics describes the profession of 

landscape Architect as follows: 

What Landscape Architects Do 

Landscape architects plan and design land areas for parks, recreational facilities, highways, airports and 

other properties. Projects may include subdivisions and commercial, industrial, and residential sites. 

Duties 

Landscape architects typically do the following:  

• Confer with clients, engineers, and building architects to understand a project 

• Prepare site plans, specifications, and cost estimates 

• Coordinate the arrangement of existing and proposed land features and structures 

• Prepare graphic representations and drawings of proposed plans and designs 

• Analyze environmental reports and data on land conditions, such as drainage 

• Inspect landscape work to ensure that it adheres to reginal plans 

• Approve the quality of work that others do 

• Seek new work through marketing or by giving presentations 

People enjoy attractively designed gardens, public parks, playgrounds, residential areas, college 

campuses, and golf course, Landscape architects design these areas so that they are not only functional 

but also beautiful and harmonious with the natural environment 

Landscape architects plan the locations of buildings, roads, and walkways, They also plan where to plant 

flowers, shrubs, and trees. Landscaper architects design and plan the restoration of natural places 

disturbed by humans, such as wetlands, stream corridors, and mined areas. 

Many landscape architects specialize in a particular area, such as beautifying or otherwise improving 

streets and highways, waterfronts, parks and playgrounds, or shopping centers. 

Increasingly, landscape architects are working in environmental remediation, such as preserving and 

restoring wetlands or managing storm-water runoff in developments, They are also increasingly playing 

a role in preserving and restoring historic landscapes. 

Landscape architects who work for government agencies do design sites and landscapes for government 

buildings, parks, and other public lands, as well as plan for landscapes and recreation areas in national 

parks and forests. 

In addition, they prepare environmental impact statements and studies on environmental issues, such 

as planning for use of public lands. 

Work Environment 

Landscape architects held about 21,600 jobs in 2010, of which 47 percent were employed in the 

architectural, engineering, and related services industry. About 24 percent were self-employed. 

Landscape architects spend most of their time in offices, creating plans and designs, preparing models 



and cost estimates, doing research, and attending meetings with clients and other professionals 

involved in designing or planning a project. They spend the rest of their work time at jobsites. 

Work Schedules 

Most work full time, and many work more than 50 hours per week. Working evenings and weekends is 

often necessary to meet deadlines. 

How to Become a Landscape Architect 

Every state requires landscape architects to be licensed. Requirements vary among states, but usually 

include a degree in landscape architecture from an accredited school, work experience, and a passing 

score on the Landscape Architect Registration Exam. 

Education 

A bachelor's or master's degree in landscape architecture usually is necessary for entry into the 

profession. In 2011, 68 colleges and universities offered undergraduate or graduate programs in 

landscape architecture that were accredited by the Landscape Architecture Accreditation Board, part of 

the American Society of Landscape Architects. 

There are two undergraduate landscape architect professional degrees: a Bachelor of Landscape 

Architecture (BLA) and a Bachelor of Science in Landscape Architecture (BSLA). These programs usually 

require 4 or 5 years of study. 

Those who hold an undergraduate degree in a field other than landscape architecture can enroll in a 

Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) graduate degree program, which typically takes 3 years of full-

time study. Those who hold undergraduate degrees in landscape architecture can earn their MLA in 2 

years. 

Common courses include surveying, landscape design and construction, landscape ecology, site design, 

and urban and regional planning. Other courses include history of landscape architecture, plant and soil 

science, geology, professional practice, and general management. 

The design studio is a key component of any curriculum. Whenever possible, students are assigned real 

projects, providing them with valuable hands-on experience. While working on these projects, students 

become proficient in the use of computer-aided design (CAD), model building, geographic information 

systems (GISs), and video simulation. 

Many employers recommend that prospective landscape architects complete an internship with a 

landscape architecture firm during their formal educational studies. Interns can improve their technical 

skills and gain an understanding of the day-to-day operations of the business, including how to win 

clients, generate fees, and work within a budget. 

Training  

New hires are called apprentices or inter landscape architects until they become licensed, Although 

duties very with the type and size of the employing firm, all interns must work under the supervision of 

a licensed landscape architect. In addition, all drawings and specifications must be signed and sealed but 

the licensed landscape architect. 

https://www.asla.org/


Licenses and Certification 

Landscape architects who work outside of the federal government need a license. As of 2010, all 50 

states required landscape architects to be licensed. Licensing is based on the Landscape Architect 

Registration Examination (L.A.R.E.), which is sponsored by the Council of Landscape Architectural 

Registration Boards. Candidates can take the L.A.R.E. at different times of the year in two parts—three 

multiple-choice sections and two graphic response sections. 

Applicants who want to take the exam usually need a degree from an accredited school and 1 to 4 years 

of work experience under the supervision of a licensed landscape architect, although standards vary by 

state. For those without an accredited landscape architecture degree, most states provide alternative 

paths to qualify to take the L.A.R.E., usually requiring more work experience. 

Currently, 13 states require landscape architects to pass a state exam, in addition to the L.A.R.E., to 

satisfy registration requirements. State exams focus on laws, environmental regulations, plants, soils, 

climate, and other characteristics unique to the state. 

Because requirements for licensure vary, landscape architects may find it difficult to transfer their 

registration from one state to another. Common requirements include graduating from an accredited 

program, serving 3 years of internship under the supervision of a registered landscape architect, and 

passing the L.A.R.E. By meeting national requirements, a landscape architect also can obtain certification 

from the Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards. That certification can be useful in 

getting one state to accept a license from another state. 

Landscape architects who work for the federal government do not have to be licensed. For federal 

government jobs, landscape architects should have a bachelor's or master's degree in landscape 

architecture. 

Important Qualities 

• Analytical skills. Landscape architects need to understand the content of designs. When 

designing a building’s drainage system, for example, landscape architects need to understand 

how the building’s location and surrounding land affect each other. 

• Communication skills. Landscape architects share their ideas, both orally and in writing, with 

clients, other architects, and workers who help prepare drawings. Many landscape architects 

also give presentations to explain their designs. 

• Creativity. Landscape architects create the overall look of gardens, parks, and other outdoor 

areas. Designs should be both pleasing to the eye and functional. 

• Critical-thinking skills. When designing outdoor spaces, landscape architects must be able to  

• provide solutions to unanticipated challenges. These solutions often involve looking at the 

challenge from all perspectives. 

• Technical skills. Landscape architects use CAD programs to create plans. Some also must use 

GISs for their designs. 

• Visualization skills. Landscape architects must be able to imagine how the overall outdoor space 

will look once complete. 

More information: https://stats.bls.gov/ooh/architecture-and-engineering/landscape-

architects.htm#tab-1 

https://stats.bls.gov/ooh/architecture-and-engineering/landscape-architects.htm#tab-1
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