
Proseminar on the Administration of Justice 
CRJ 705 - 1001 

Fall 2016 
GUA 5126 (Greenspun Hall) 
Wednesday 4:00 – 6:45 PM 

 
Professor:   
Email:   
Phone:   
Office:  
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday: 9 AM – 11:30 AM; by appointment 

 
Course Description 
This course aims to provide a graduate-level introduction to the American criminal justice 
system, by providing an in-depth discussion of issues related to law enforcement, the criminal 
court system, and corrections in the United States. Historical and contemporary issues will be 
presented. In addition, students will be introduced to special topics within each of these content 
areas. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 
1. Describe the history of the criminal justice system in the United States and how the criminal 

justice system has evolved over time 
2. Differentiate between sources of crime data, identify their advantages and disadvantages, and 

think about study methodology based on knowledge about crime data 
3.  Describe recent crime and justice trends 
4. Explain the interdependence between the three major components of the criminal justice 

system and the role each of these have in the interdependent criminal justice system 
5. Apply material discussed in class to other topics in criminology and criminal justice 

 
Required Text and Materials 

 
Dunham, R.G., & Alpert, G.P. (2015). Critical issues in policing: Contemporary readings (7th  ed.). 
Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press, Inc. 

 
Ruth, H., & Reitz, K.R. (2003). The challenge of crime: Rethinking our response. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press. 

 
Spohn, C. (2009). How do judges decide? The search for fairness and justice in punishment (2nd ed.). 
Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications. 

 
Additional required readings will be placed on WebCampus throughout the semester. 

 
Course  Requirements 
Instructional Format: Class sessions will primarily be lecture and discussion-based. You are 
expected to have come prepared to class and ready to discuss the material. 
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Class Activities/Participation: Throughout the course of the semester, students will participate in a 
number of written and oral in-class activities that require critical thinking and the application of 
course material. Attendance is required for these activities. I will not announce ahead of time which 
class sessions will involve in-class activities. Only students with excused absences will be allowed to 
make up these assignments (e.g., medical emergency, doctor’s note, death in the family). Please keep 
all graded assignments in case of a grade dispute at the end of the semester. 

 
Please note that some/all points allocated to in-class activities may be converted to pop-quizzes if it 
is determined that the class is not completing the required readings. 

 
Avoiding Academic Misconduct Quiz: There will be one quiz on avoiding academic misconduct due 
no later than Wednesday, September 7, 2016. This quiz is worth 5 points and is aimed at ensuring 
that all students understand the academic misconduct policy at UNLV, including the different forms 
of academic misconduct and potential sanctions. Students will have an unlimited opportunity to 
correctly answer all questions. Your quiz is due before 4:00 PM on Wednesday, September 
7, 2016. Submitting your quiz at 4:00 PM is considered LATE and you will not receive any points. 
WebCampus Support can assist students with technical problems (702-895-
0777). Technical difficulties are not a valid excuse for missing the quiz. If you have a technical 
difficulty and neither I nor WebCampus Support are able to successfully address your concern 
prior to the quiz’s deadline, you will not receive credit. You are to work independently when 
taking the quiz. Those who cheat or assist others will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 

 
Exams: There will be two exams over the course of this semester. Students are responsible for 
knowing information covered in the assigned readings, lecture notes, discussion, and any handouts. 
Exams will be in essay-format. Exams are non-cumulative. 

 
Content Area Portfolios: You will create a portfolio for each main topic area discussed in this class. 
In addition to fulfilling class requirements, these portfolios are intended to be comprehensive 
resources of information for you to utilize throughout your graduate career at UNLV. Your portfolio 
will consist of multiple documents placed in a folder. More information about the portfolio will be 
provided during the semester, however, below is a snapshot of what it will include. 

 
Summary: (15 points) You will type a 1-2 page summary of the material discussed and read  
in this area. Your summary should be comprehensive, to include all of the material covered   
in the first two days of each section (it does not need to include the special topics area of each 
section, as that area will not have been discussed at the time the summary is due). For 
organization purposes, please complete this is an outline form of use clear headings. Specific 
instructions for these reviews will be provided during the semester. 

 
Discussion Points: (10 points) Based on what you have learned, discuss in detail at least 
5 areas that future research can expand on in this area. You will be required to discuss 
why these additional areas of research are important. Doing so will allow you to consider 
how research in this area can be expanded, and provide ideas about future research. 
Specific instructions for these reviews will be provided during the semester. 

 
Empirical Article Review: (30 points) For each main topic area discussed in this class, you 
are required to find an empirical, refereed journal article that relates to the topic and write a 
review of the article, by discussing the article itself and how it relates to the topics discussed 
in class. Specific instructions for these reviews will be provided during the semester. 
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Grading 
Your grades are based off of a 400-point scale. The grading scale is as follows: 

 
Midterm = 100 points 
Final = 100 points 
Content Area Portfolios = 165 points (55 points per portfolio) 
Class Activities/Participation = 30 points 
Avoiding Academic Misconduct Quiz = 5 points 

 

369 – 400 points = A 345 – 359 points = B+ 305 – 319 points = C+ 265 – 279 points = D+ 
360 – 368 points = A- 329 – 344 points = B 289 – 304 points = C 249 – 264 points = D 
 320 – 328 points = B- 280 – 288 points = C- 240 – 248 points = D- 
   0 – 239 points = F 

Student  Responsibilities 
 

Attendance 
Students are expected to attend every class session from start to finish. I will go over material in class 
that may not be in the assigned textbook, so attendance is essential for successful completion of this 
course. Attendance will be taken during every class session and it is your responsibility for ensuring 
that your name has been recorded on the attendance sheet. 

 
Tardiness 
Arriving to class late and leaving class early is disruptive to your fellow students and myself. If you 
foresee difficulty in arriving on time, please see me at the beginning of the semester. If you need to 
leave class early, please let me know prior to the start of class. 

 
Classroom Conduct 
Class participation is expected and side discussions, text messaging, using Facebook, computer 
instant messaging and other non-class related communication will not be tolerated. Sleeping in class 
will not be tolerated. Engaging in any of the above activities will result in the student being asked to 
leave the classroom. Please be respectful when addressing others during class discussions. Speaking 
out of turn (while I am speaking; while others are speaking) is disruptive and will not be tolerated. 

 
Electronics 
Laptops and tablets will be allowed in class for note taking only. If students use these electronics for 
other non-class related activities, all electronics privileges for the entire class will be taken away. 

 
Late Assignment Policy 
Late assignments will not be accepted. Assignments are considered late if they are received after 
class begins (i.e., 4 PM). 

 
Examination Policy 
Make-up exams will only be available to students who provide documented/verifiable excuses (e.g.,  
a medical emergency or death in the family). The student must make me aware of his/her absence 
beforehand or contact me within 24 hours of the scheduled exam to provide an explanation for the 
absence. I reserve the right to change the original format of the exam if a make-up exam is given. 
Failure to follow these guidelines will result in zero points given for the exam. I also follow UNLV’s 
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policy regarding make-up exams for religious holidays – please see below. All make-up exams must 
be completed within one week of the original exam date. 

 
In addition, if a student enters the classroom on exam day after the first student has already 
completed the exam and left the classroom, the late student will not be permitted to take the 
exam and will receive a zero. It is very important to be on time for all exams. 

 

Email Policy 
I use email for most communication in this classroom. When sending emails, I will organize and 
write all emails in a professional manner. I expect the same in return; this skillset will serve you well 
throughout college and beyond. 

 
When sending emails to all of your professors, you must start off with an appropriate greeting (e.g., 
Hello Dr.__________; Dear Professor ______), and end with a proper signature (e.g., Sincerely, 
_________; Best, ______). If you do not include your name, I do not know who is sending the email. 
In addition, in the subject line of your email, please include CRJ 705. If you do not do so, I do not 
know which class you are in and what your email is referring to. If you do not follow these  
guidelines, you will be instructed to re-read through this syllabus. 

 
Grades 
Your grade in this class will reflect what you earn on classroom requirements. If I offer extra credit, 
the entire class will be made aware of it. I will not offer individual opportunities to individual 
students to help you earn more points. Do not attempt to negotiate grades, beg for grades, 
or otherwise attempt to have your grade changed in this class at any point during or after the 
semester (this includes requests for rounding). 

 

Library Resources 
The library is available on campus to help you! Librarians are available on campus as well as online. 
Please visit the library’s website: http://www.library.unlv.edu/. 

 
 
 
Academic Misconduct 

UNLV Policies 

Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share 
in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and 
professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of 
the Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always 
take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves 
in a manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution. 
An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of 
another, from the Internet or any source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student 
Academic Misconduct Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located 
at: http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/misconduct/policy.html. 

 
Copyright 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves 
with and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely 
responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The university will neither protect 
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nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use 
laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and 
criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. Additional 
information can be found at: 
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright. 

 
Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A 143, http://drc.unlv.edu/, 702-895-0866) 
provides resources for students with disabilities. If you feel that you have a disability, please 
make an appointment with a Disabilities Specialist at the DRC to discuss what options may be 
available to you. 

 
If you are registered with the UNLV Disability Resource Center, bring your Academic 
Accommodation Plan from the DRC to the instructor during office hours so that you may work 
together to develop strategies for implementing the accommodations to meet both your needs 
and the requirements of the course. Any information you provide is private and will be treated as 
such. To maintain the confidentiality of your request, please do not approach the instructor in 
front of others to discuss your accommodation needs. 

 
Religious Holidays Policy 
Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of 
observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make 
up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the 
responsibility of the student to notify the instructor within the first 14 calendar days of the course 
for fall and spring courses (excepting modular courses), or within the first 7 calendar days of the 
course for summer and modular courses, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays 
which do not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. For additional information, please 
visit: http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531. 

 
Transparency in Learning and Teaching 
The University encourages application of the transparency method of constructing assignments 
for student success. Please see these two links for further information: 

 
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning 

 
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency 

 
Incomplete Grades 
The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed three- 
fourths of course work for that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, 
and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last part of the course, and the instructor 
believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. The incomplete work must be 
made up before the end of the following regular semester for undergraduate courses. Graduate 
students receiving “I” grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-level courses have up to one calendar year to 
complete the work, at the discretion of the instructor. If course requirements are not completed 
within the time indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted 
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accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but make 
individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade. 
 
University Library 
Students may consult with a librarian on research needs. For this class, the subject librarian is 
Susie Skarl (https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject). UNLV Libraries 
provides resources to support students’ access to information. Discovery, access, and use of 
information are vital skills for academic work and for successful post-college life. Access library 
resources and ask questions at https://www.library.unlv.edu/. 

 
Tutoring and Coaching 
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic success coaching and other 
academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For information regarding tutoring 
subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services, visit http://www.unlv.edu/asc or 
call 702-895-3177. The ASC building is located across from the Student Services Complex 
(SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the second floor of the SSC (ASC Coaching 
Spot). Drop-in tutoring is located on the second floor of the Lied Library and College of 
Engineering TEB second floor. 

 
UNLV Writing Center 
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students 
at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes 
available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be 
made in person or by calling 702-895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the 
assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the 
consultation. More information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ 

 
Rebelmail 
By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is 
UNLV’s official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive 
official university communication such as information about deadlines, major campus events, 
and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been 
admitted to the university. Students’ e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is 
always @unlv.nevada.edu. Emailing within WebCampus is acceptable. 

 
Final Examinations 
The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course occur at the time and on the 
day specified in the final exam schedule. See the schedule at: 
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars. 

 
UNLV Campus Resource and Advocacy Empowerment (CARE) Line 
If you (or someone you know) experience stalking, domestic/dating violence, or sexual assault, 
please know you are not alone. There are resources that can help. The UNLV CARE Line is a 
24-hour confidential and anonymous hotline that can guide you to those resources. The number 
is 702-895-0602. 

 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS ABOUT THIS SYLLABUS, 

PLEASE COME SEE ME DURING OFFICE HOURS 
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Tentative Class Schedule 
 

(Schedule is subject to revision at any time and it is likely that additional readings will be added. Changes will 
be announced in class and/or posted on WebCampus) 

 

Weeks/Dates Material Readings to be done BEFORE 
class 

Graded Coursework 
Due BEFORE 4 PM 

Week 1 
Wed., 8/31 Introduction 
Week 2 
Wed., 9/7 History of the Criminal 

Justice System 
 

Crime Trends in the United 
States 

 
 
 
 
Ruth and Reitz: Introduction 

Ruth and Reitz: Chapter 1 

Ruth and Reitz: Chapter 2 

 
 
 
 
Avoiding Academic 
Misconduct Quiz 

 
 
Week 3 

Measurement and Criminal 
Justice 

Ruth and Reitz: Chapter 3 

Wed., 9/14 History and Development of 
Law Enforcement 

 
 
 
 
Week 4 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 1 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 2 

WebCampus: TBD 

Wed., 9/21 Policing Strategies Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 25 
 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 26 
 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 27 
 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 28 
 
 
 
Week 5 
Wed., 9/28 Special Topic: Police Use of 

Force and Accountability 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 6 
Wed., 10/5 The History of the Courts and 

Sentencing in the United 
States 

WebCampus: TBD 
 
Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 30 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 31 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 32 

Dunham and Alpert: Chapter 33 

WebCampus: TBD 

Spohn: Chapter 1 
 
Spohn: Chapter 2 

 
 
 
Portfolio on LAW 
ENFORCEMENT due 

 

The Structure of the Court 
System 

Spohn: Chapter 3 

 

Philosophies of Punishment 
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Week 7 
Wed., 10/12 MIDTERM EXAM 

 
 
Week 8 
Wed., 10/19 NO CLASS – PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE @ UNLV 
Week 9 
Wed., 10/26 Sentencing Strategies and 

Reforms 
Spohn: Chapter 6 

 
Spohn: Chapter 7 

Week 10 
Wed., 11/2 Special Topic: Disparities and 

Discrimination in Court 
Processing 

 
WebCampus: Steffensmeier et al 
(1998) 

 
WebCampus: Spohn (2015) 

 
Portfolio on COURTS 
due 

 

Spohn: Chapter 4 
 
 
 
Week 11 
Wed., 11/9 History of Corrections in the 

United States 
 

Trends in Incarceration and 
Influencing Factors 

Spohn: Chapter 5 
 
Ruth and Reitz: Chapter 4 

 
WebCampus: Blumstein et al 
(2000) 

 
 
 
Week 12 

Inmate Populations 

Wed., 11/16 NO CLASS – ASC 
Week 13 
Wed., 11/23 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING 
Week 14 
Wed., 11/30 Institutional and Community 

Corrections 
WebCampus: Hagan & 
Dinovitzer (1999) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 15 

What Works in Corrections 
 
Collateral Consequences of 
Incarceration 

WebCampus: Jonson & Cullen 
(2015) 

Wed., 12/7 Special Topic: Women in 
Corrections 

 

 
 
Week 16 
Wed., 12/14 FINAL EXAM 

WebCampus: Kruttschnitt & 
Gartner (2003) 

 
WebCampus: Wright et al (2012) 

Portfolio on 
CORRECTIONS due 
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