UNLV
SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE

MED 823: Foundations of Clinical Practice 2 (FCP2)
Spring Semester

UNLV School of Medicine
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Course Description:

Foundations of Clinical Practice (FCP) is a longitudinal, three semester course designed to
promote the understanding of the role of the physician in clinical settings via interactive and
small group learning experiences in the Foundations Phase of the medical school curriculum.
The second semester of this three-semester course focuses on the following aspects: 1) Physical
exam skills and the role of these skills in diagnosis; 2) Continued practice of communication
skills including patient interviewing, counseling, and development of the doctor-patient
relationship; 3) Documentation of clinical encounters; and, 4) Continuation of “thread” topics
that are integrated throughout the course and the entire foundations curriculum. These
“threads” include hospitality, palliative care, pain management, and integrative medicine.
During the second semester of the Foundations of Clinical Practice 2 course, students
participate in half-day clinical sessions (either on Tuesday or Thursday mornings) that take
place in community settings where students apply the concepts learned in didactic session in a
practical, live setting.

Course Objectives:

Professionalism

= Demonstrate a commitment to carrying out professional responsibilities as well as
adherence to ethical principles.

Communication & Doctoring

= Develop patient-centered communication skills for eliciting and exchanging information.

= Conduct patient interview(s) in a simulated clinical setting, and assess patients’ needs.

= Demonstrate competency to communicate effectively in situations involving
communication barriers.

= Demonstrate patient-centered interview skills with attention to patient verbal and
nonverbal cues.

= Demonstrate competency to identify a basic differential diagnosis and propose a basic
treatment plan for common acute and chronic diseases

Physical Examination Skills

= Document a physical exam in a standard and organized manner.

= Perform designated portions of a complete physical exam as defined by the Liaison
Committee on Medical Education (LCME) benchmarks, maintaining respect and rapport
throughout the exam, and demonstrating proper use of medical equipment.

= Adapt physical exams to the clinical setting and to a patient’s chief concern (including
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exam maneuvers helpful in differentiating causes of common chief concerns.

Cultural Competency

= Demonstrate sensitivity and responsiveness to a diverse patient population including but
not limited to diversity in gender, age, culture, race, religion, disabilities, and sexual
orientation.

= Demonstrate cultural awareness and humility (e.g., by recognizing that one's own cultural
models may be different from others) and awareness of potential for bias (conscious and
unconscious) in interactions with patients

Information Literacy

= Utilize information technology to optimize learning and to document clinical encounters.

Palliative Care

= Demonstrate competency to identify common end-of-life issues from the perspectives of
the patient, family, and health care providers.

Pain Management

= Demonstrate competency to identify common pain management issues from the
perspectives of the patient, family, and health care providers.

Integrative Medicine

= Participate actively in seminars to increase awareness of integrative medicine
modalities.

Required and Recommended Materials & Textbooks:

*Please reference each session’s student guide for specifics on required reading, reflective
assignments, and required materials located in the Canvas course page.

Required textbooks:

=  Bickley, L. (2012). Bates' Guide to Physical Examination and History Taking. 11th ed.
Wolters Kluwer.

=  Henderson, M,, Tierney, L. M., & Smetana, G. W. (2012). The Patient History: Evidence-
Based Approach to Differential Diagnosis. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Medical.

Required Apps:

= UptoDate
= On Exam
= Epocrates

=  GoodRX
= (CDC Vaccines
= ePSS

= MedCalc (or another medical calculator)
= About Herbs
= (Canvas
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Required Materials:

Stethoscope, white coat

Reflex hammer

Pen light

Medication reference (Epocrates phone app or pocket guide)
White coat (short length - professional attire)

iPad- provided

Recommended texts:

= Drake, R. L, Vogl, W. A, & Mitchell, A. W. (2015). Gray’s Anatomy for Students. 3rd ed.
Elsevier Saunders.
s Tao Le, Vikas Bhushan (2016) First Aid for the USMLE Step 2 CS, 6th Edition.

Additional texts may be recommended at the onset and throughout the duration of the course
to aid/facilitate learning objectives.

Course Schedule & Weekly Objectives:

Week 1 - Combined session: All District groups.
Topic: D2 -1 Introduction Integrative Medicine (Part 2)

Week 2
Topic: D2-2 The Lower Extremity Exam

Week 3
Topic: D2-3 The Back and Hip Exam

Week 4
Topic: D2-4 The Upper Extremity Exam

Week 5 - Combined session: All District groups.
Topic: D2-5 Pediatrics Skills Review

Week 6
Topic: D2-6 Mini OSCE- MSK Review

Week 7
Topic: D2-7 Special Topics with Cases

Week 8
Topic: D2-8 HENT/Neck, Lymph Node and Thyroid

Week 9 - Combined session: All District groups.

Topic: D2-9 Mid-course Feedback and Review
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Week 10 - Combined session: All District groups.

Topic: Review Session
Week 11 - Spring Break

Week 12
Topic: D2-10 GI History and Exam of the Abdomen

Week 13 - Combined session: All District groups.
Topic: D2-11 Adult Skills Review

Week 14 - Combined session: All District groups.
Topic: D2-14 Mini Formative OSCE and GI/Cardio/Pulm/HENT Review

Week 15
Topic: D2-15 The Head to Toe Exam

Week 16 - Individual student report times.
Topic: D2-16 The D2 Summative OSCE

Week 17 - Combined session: All District groups.
Topic: D2-17 OSCE and Course Feedback

Course Requirements & Evaluation:

Active participation is an integral part of this longitudinal course. Students must engage in
individual, small group, preceptor discussions to effectively contribute to active patient care
learning activities, as well as offer and receive constructive feedback for self- assessment.
Formative assessment of student performance is conducted at each session and at the end of
each course. Feedback is given both in verbal and written form.

Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCEs) are conducted at the end of the course.
OSCEs permit students to practice and demonstrate clinical skill competencies in standardized
medical scenarios. Students are expected to arrive on time to all patient care sessions prepared
to participate actively in all learning opportunities. Students are expected to be respectful and
be accountable for their own choices and actions. Any student with a serious or multiple
violations of professional behavior will be referred to the Medical Student Progress Committee
(SPC) for review and potential action.

Attendance policy has been determined by the UNLV administration. Absences will be excused
for matters pertaining to serious illness or in the event of a family emergency per the review
and approval of the Senior Associate Dean for Student Affairs. Tardiness policy will be listed
below.

Grading:

The course is graded Pass/Fail. Excellent medical care requires teamwork, and the FCP curriculum
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encourages students to work collaboratively in small groups and with standardized patients. We
want students to develop clinical and communication skills without the pressure of a rigorous
grading policy but preparation and active participation are crucial to do well in this course.

The criteria for passing Foundations of Clinical Practice are:

= Timely and active participation in all small group sessions as determined by doctor
mentor in the following:

o Standardized patient encounters

= Faculty to observe student and complete benchmark checklists provided.
= Standardized patients will observe students and give feedback on
predetermined elements of the Master Interview Rating Scale (MIRS).

s Benchmark checklists and MIRS will be used purely for formative
feedback.

o Small group discussions

= Failure to participate in small groups including unexcused absences may
prompt required remediation.

s Unprofessional behavior as determined by small group facilitator and/or
course directors may prompt remediation.

o Written assignments including preparation assignments and session patient
encounter notes.

= Assignments will be submitted online in Canvas.

= Satisfactory note/assignment prior to deadline - 3 points
= Satisfactory assignment after deadline (i.e., late) - 1 point
= Missing assignment- must be made up within a week unless excused
by course director.
= Unsatisfactory assignment (needs improvement per doctor mentor)
- 2 points if resubmitted, must be made up.
= Toreceive a satisfactory grade, students must complete assignments
with at least 70% of the total points and correction of any remediation.
= Make up assignments for excused absences will be assigned on a case-
by-case basis.

= Demonstration of competency in interviewing skills and physical diagnosis skills via the
Objective Structured Clinical Exam (OSCE).

o Communication skills to be assessed utilizing MIRS.

o History and physical exam skills to be assessed utilizing faculty benchmark
checklists.

o Patient encounter notes to be assessed via note rubrics.

o Total OSCE Scores less than 2 standard deviations below the class average or
in 2 of the three categories above are candidates for remediation or failure
of the course.

Students who fall below the minimum standards described, or who receive an ‘Incomplete’
grade, will undergo a formal remediation process. Students will coordinate and work with their
assigned Clerkship Director(s) to develop a plan that addresses knowledge gaps, lack of
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competency and/or behaviors with specified activities, timelines and deadlines. (The plan will
be submitted and presented to the UNLVSOM’s Dean of Academic Affairs and Education for
review, and subsequently referred to the Student Promotion and Conduct Committee, SPCC, for
presentation by the Clerkship Director(s). Approval, and/or requested revisions will be
determined by the SPCC given the complexity and suitability of the remediation plan.)

Dress Code:

Students represent not only themselves, but also the medical profession to those with whom
they have contact. Appropriate and professional attire should be worn, especially when
students are in patient care settings or when contact with patients is anticipated.
Students should be aware that personal appearance may serve to inspire or hinder the
establishment of the trust and confidence that are essential in the doctor-patient relationship.
Jeans, sandals, and shorts (and other casual attire) are not considered professional dress.
Scrubs are worn in the operating room, in the anatomy lab or in other clinical circumstances to
protect the operator's clothing from soilage. Scrubs, in general, should not be worn outside of
the lab or hospital, and scrubs worn in the operating room should not be worn outside of the
operating room. (Please refer to the Professionalism section in the UNLVSOM Student Handbook
for guidelines pertaining specifically to dress and deportment.)

University Expectations and Resources

Academic Misconduct — Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the
Campus community; we all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust,
respect, fairness, responsibility, and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV
community, students accept the expectations of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy, and
are encouraged to always take the ethical path whenever faced with choices. Students
enrolling at UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with
UNLV’s educational mission. An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is
using the words or ideas of another person, from the Internet or any other source without
proper citation of the sources. See the Student Conduct Code, https://www.unlv.edu/
studentconduct/student-conduct.

Auditing Classes - Auditing a course allows a student to continue attending the lectures
and/or laboratories and discussion sessions associated with the course, but the student will not
earn a grade for any component of the course. Students who audit a course receive the same
educational experience as students taking the course for a grade, but will be excused from
exams, assessments, and other evaluative measures that serve the primary purpose of assigning
a grade.

Classroom Conduct - Students have a responsibility to conduct themselves in class and in the
libraries in ways that do not interfere with the rights of other students to learn or of instructors
to teach. Use of electronic devices such as pagers, cellular phones, or recording devices, or
potentially disruptive devices or activities, are only permitted with the prior explicit consent of
the instructor. The instructor may rescind permission at any time during the class. If a student
does not comply with established requirements or obstructs the functioning of the class, the
instructor may initiate an administrative drop of the student from the course.

Copyright - The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize
themselves with, and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and
solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither
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protect nor defend you, nor assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of
fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties
and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. Additional
copyright policy information is available at http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright.

Disability Resource Center (DRC) - The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A, Room 143,
https://www.unlv.edu/drc, 702-895-0866) provides resources for students with disabilities.
Students who believe that they may need academic accommodations due to injury, disability, or
due to pregnancy should contact the DRC as early as possible in the academic term. A
Disabilities Specialist will discuss what options may be available to you. If you are registered
with the UNLV Disability Resource Center, bring your Academic Accommodation Plan from the
DRC to the instructor during office hours, so that you may work together to develop strategies
for implementing the accommodations to meet both your needs and the requirements of the
course. Any information you provide is private and will be treated as such. To maintain the
confidentiality of your request, please do not approach the instructor in front of others to
discuss your accommodation needs.

Final Examinations - The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course
occur on the date and at the time specified in the Final Exam schedule. The general schedule is
typically available at the start of the semester, and the classroom locations are available
approximately one month before the end of the semester. See the Final Exam Schedule,
https://www.unlv.edu/ registrar/calendars.

Identity Verification in Online Courses - All UNLV students must use their Campus-issued
ACE ID and password to log in to WebCampus. UNLV students enrolled in online or hybrid
courses are expected to read and adhere to the Student Academic Misconduct Policy,
https://www.unlv.edu/ studentconduct/misconduct/policy, which defines, “acting or
attempting to act as a substitute for another, or using or attempting to use a substitute, in any
academic evaluation or assignment” as a form of academic misconduct. Intentionally sharing
ACE login credentials with another person may be considered an attempt to use a substitute
and could result in investigation and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Academic Misconduct
Policy.

UNLV students enrolled in online courses are also expected to read and adhere to the
Acceptable Use of Computing and Information Technology Resources Policy,
https://www.it.unlv.edu/polici es/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-
resources-policy, which prohibits sharing university accounts with other persons without
authorization. To the greatest extent possible, all graded assignments and assessments in UNLV
online courses should be hosted in WebCampus or another UNLV-managed platform that
requires ACE login credentials for access.

Incomplete Grades - The grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be granted when a student has
satisfactorily completed three-fourths of course work for that semester/session, but cannot
complete the last part of the course for reason(s) beyond the student’s control and acceptable
to the instructor, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without
repeating it. For undergraduate courses, the incomplete work must be made up before the end
of the following regular semester. Graduate students receiving “I” grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-
level courses have up to one calendar year to complete the work, at the discretion of the
instructor. If course requirements are not completed within the period indicated, a grade of “F”
will be recorded, and the student’s GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling
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an Incomplete grade do not register for the course, but make individual arrangements with the
instructor who assigned the “I” grade.

Library Resources - Librarians are available to consult with students on research needs,
including developing research topics, finding information, and evaluating sources. To make an
appointment with a subject expert for this class, please visit the Libraries’ Research
Consultation website: http://guides.Jibrary.unlv.edu/appointments/lib rarian. You can also ask
the library staff questions via chat and text message at: http://ask.library.unlv.edu/.

Missed Classwork - Any student missing class, quizzes, examinations, or any other class or
laboratory work because of observance of religious holidays will be given an opportunity
during that semester to make up the missed work. The make-up opportunity will apply to the
religious holiday absence only. It is the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor
within the first 14 calendar days of the course for Fall and Spring courses (except for modular
courses), or within the first 7 calendar days of the course for Summer and modular courses, of
their intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays or periods
of class recess. For additional information, please visit the Policy for Missed Work, under
Registration Policies, on the Academic Policies webpage, https://catalog.unlv.edu/content
.php?catoid=6&navoid=531.

In accordance with the policy approved by the Faculty Senate regarding missed class time and
assignments, students who represent UNLV in any official extracurricular activity will also
have the opportunity to make up assignments, provided that the student provides official
written notification to the instructor no less than one week prior to the missed class(es).

The spirit and intent of the policy for missed classwork is to offer fair and equitable
assessment opportunities to all students, including those representing the University in
extracurricular activities. Instructors should consider, for example, that in courses which offer
a “Drop one” option for the lowest assignment, quiz, or exam, assigning the student a grade of
zero for an excused absence for extracurricular activity is both contrary to the intent of the
Faculty Senate’s policy, and an infringement on the student’s right to complete all work for the
course.

This policy will not apply in the event that completing the assignment or administering the
examination at an alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the
University that could reasonably have been avoided. There should be a good faith effort by
both the instructor and the student to agree to a reasonable resolution. When disagreements
regarding this policy arise, decisions can be appealed to the Department Chair/Unit Director,
College/School Dean, and/or the Faculty Senate Academic Standards Committee.

For purposes of definition, extracurricular activities may include, but are not limited to: fine
arts activities, competitive intercollegiate athletics, science and engineering competitions,
liberal arts competitions, academic recruitment activities, and any other event or activity
sanctioned by a College/School Dean, and/or by the Executive Vice President and Provost.

Rebelmail - Rebelmail is UNLV’s official email system for students, and by University policy,
instructors and staff should only send emails to students’ Rebelmail accounts. Rebelmail is
one of the primary ways students receive official University communications, information
about deadlines, major Campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a
Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the University. Emailing within
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WebCampus is also acceptable.

Tutoring and Coaching - The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic
success coaching, and other academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For
information regarding tutoring subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services,
please visit the ASC website, https://www.unlv.edu/asc, or call 702-895-3177. The ASC
building is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). Academic success coaching
is located on the second floor of SSC A, Room 254. Drop-in tutoring is located on the second
floor of the Lied Library, and on the second floor of the College of Engineering building (TBE A
207).

Academic success coaching is also available to all medical students throughout the LIC. Success
coaching appointments follow an RPDO approach (Reflect, Plan, Do, Observe). Academic success
sessions are available on a wide range of topics from creating study plans for shelf exams to
general time management and study skills. To schedule an academic success coaching session,
go to: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/selfsched?sstoken=UU]neXYtdjRsVnNtfGRIZmF1
bHRBMTEONjM4MzMzNTMzZDVmOWFkMzUzYjBkMmFINjBhODU, or email the Coordinator of
Academic Support Services.

UNLV Writing Center - One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of
charge to UNLV students at the Writing Center, https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/, located in the
Central Desert Complex, Building 3, Room 301 (CDC 3-301). Walk-in consultations are
sometimes available, but students with appointments receive priority assistance. Students may
make appointments in person or by calling the Center, 702-895-3908. Students are requested to
bring to their appointments their Rebel ID Card, a copy of the instructions for their assignment,
and two copies of any writing they have completed on their assignment.




