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OVERVIEW

Students continue their inquiry into fundamentals of design
principles. Emphasis will be placed on the interconnection between
concepts and applications using various programmatic, topological,
and technological themes. Students are expected to develop
necessary skills and methods for creative problem solving in both 2D
and 3D design exercises. Lectures introduce theories along with the
principles of design; design process, creative thinking and research.
Projects may include the elements and principles of design, explore
surface and spatial manipulation and develop knowledge of materials,
techniques and structure. Assignments will progress through stages
of conceptual, spatial and material development, to final presentation
and critique. This studio focuses on the power of generative design
processes by way of the visualization of ideas and the making of
objects, and spaces. During the semester, emphasis will be placed on
the coordination and development of the designer’s eye and mind via
the nature of the iterative design activity.
The prerequisite for this course is AAD/LAND 180.

STRUCTURE

This course meets formally 9 hours per week. Additionally, this course
will require at least 9-18 more hours (and sometimes more) of outside
work per week in order to plan and execute all assignments.
This studio course is comprised of three projects, each building on
the previous one. These projects are carefully ordered and consist of
a project brief or statement with a schedule, workshops, in-class work
time, pin-ups, and formal presentations.
Project I: 26 August - 16 September
Project II: 18 September - 21 October
Project III: 23 October - 2 December
This course’s final project (exam) presentation occurs during the
University’s designated “study-week” (December 2 - December 6).
Please prepare to be present during this time.
No Class on the Following Days:
September 2th: Labor Day
October 25th: Nevada Day
November 11th: Veterans Day
November 29th: Thanksgiving Day
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OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
• Develop an awareness of how design solutions depend on
the basic theories of two-dimensional design and threedimensional design; and understand the significance of point,
line, shape, texture, value, and color in design;
• Gain an understanding of how the organizing principles of
design namely, rhythm and repetition, balance, dominance, and
proportion can be employed to achieve compositional unity;
• Understand the relationship of design solutions to scale, space,
time, and movement;
• Develop creative problem-solving skills through individual and
group experience;
• Learn to arrive at design solutions through a thorough design
process;
• Apply independent creative thinking and time management
skills to the successful resolution of design problems;
• Develop the ability to communicate concepts and solutions
with ideation drawings, as well as other diverse visual
communication methods;
• Begin to develop an understanding of model building, building
materials, structural concepts, methods of joinery and
construction;
• Develop awareness to the issues of humans-in-space;
• Develop an awareness of the impact of light and the
manipulation of light;
• Improve research, writing and presentation skills;
• Develop deeper awareness and understanding of Art,
Architecture, and Landscape Architecture.

TOOLS + MATERIALS

A variety of tools will be utilized in the design process throughout the
semester—in particular, drawing and modeling. The following tools
and supplies are required:
• 2B Pencils or Graphite with Lead Holder;
• Hand-held pencil sharpener or lead sharpener (you must stay
sharp!)
• Black Ink Pens (two types are recommended: Pentel Sign Pens,
Pilot Fineliner Pens)
• Sketchbook (these come in a variety of sizes and shapes—pick
one that works for you to carry around and use in the field—the
typical Moleskine is recommended)
• 24-inch roll of trace paper
• Drafting dots
• Drafting Triangles (30-60, 45 or adjustable)
• Architectural Scale
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•
•

Transparent (clear) push pins / thumb tacks
External hard drive and/or USB drive of at least 32 gb (ALWAYS
backup)

Software:
As well, there might be times when you are allowed the use of digital
tools (software) such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, laser cutters,
etc. We won’t add any software that isn’t already required for AAD/
LAND 267.
Additional Costs:
You must also plan on buying materials for models and drawings.
Throughout the semester, you will be required to use particular
materials and, in some cases, these will be made available for
purchase at a local art supply store (typically Desert Art Supplies) or
the woodshop.
ATTENDANCE

Attendance for the full duration of each studio is mandatory. The
studio is an exceptional learning environment that requires your
physical presence as well as your intellectual presence. You are
allowed one excused absence for the semester. Absences beyond the
one allotted will result in a 5-point decrease per absence, in your final
grade. If you miss more than three studio classes, you will be asked to
drop the course or receive a failing grade.
Attendance of all the Klai Juba Wald Lecture Series events is also
highly encouraged. Please plan accordingly.

SUBMITTING WORK

All students must have an active UNLV email address. Email will be
used to communicate outside of the classroom. Google drive will be
used to make all digital submissions (an email inviting you to a Google
drive folder will come from your instructor.)
File Naming Requirement:
It is required you follow the naming convention below. Improperly
labeled submissions will not be graded and will be considered missing
work:
Lastname_Firstname_ProjectNumber_ExerciseNumber_AAE280 or
LAND280_F19.pdf
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Example:
Solano_Samantha_II_2.1_LAND280_F19.pdf
Vermillion_Joshua_III_3.1_AAE280_F19.pdf
File Size Requirement:
Please adhere to the maximum file size (25 MB) for each digital
submission.
Digital Notes:
Computers crash and files are lost. Back up your work and save your
material religiously. If these situations arrive, please handle them in
a respectful manner. This is no excuse to not have a project turned
in on time. When working in the digital studio please remember to
copy all of your files from your temporary storage devices and work
directly off the desktop. But remember to backup your files after you
are finished working.
Submission Timeliness:
All assignments and projects must be turned-in on time. Late projects
with an excused absence, as defined by the university’s guidelines
or with prior notification to the instructor, may be considered for
acceptance upon review of student’s attendance record. Late projects
will not be accepted.
EVALUATION

The following criteria are used for evaluating your work, both
regarding helping your progress and in final grading.
• Idea: How clearly are you articulating your conceptual
intentions?
• Translation of ideas: How well are you using your concepts to
develop and articulate your ideas.
• Appropriate Representation: How well matched is your choice
of representational means to your intentions?
• Representation Quality: How accomplished are you with
analog and digital drawing, physical modeling and digital
representation? To what degree do your representations
convey what they ought to?
• Oral Presentation Skills: How clearly are you presenting your
ideas, whether at your desk, in class discussions, or to a formal
jury?
• Participation in Discussions: How actively and how
constructively are you involved in class discussions, both
formally and informally?
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GRADING

Response to Criticism: How do you effectively take advantage
of criticism from instructors, your classmates, and outside
jurors?
Self Evaluation Skills: To what extent are you able to critique
your own work regularly for a more defined and progressive
design?

Project grades will be assigned according to the following:
A – Superior; B – Good/Above average; C – Average;
D – Below Average; F – Failing.
Grade A: Superior
Scholarship: strong, exceeding requirements of the course
Initiative: contributions exceed the assignment, showing independent
resourcefulness
Attitude: positive benefit to class
Cooperation: productive, constant, spontaneous
Individual Improvement: marked & growing
Communication: professional email etiquette
Grade B: Good/Above Average
Scholarship: accurate and complete, meeting all requirements of
course and beyond
Initiative: good when stimulated by some desirable achievement
Attitude: proper and beneficial to group
Cooperation: good
Individual Improvement: showing marks of progress
Communication: professional email etiquette
Grade C: Average
Scholarship: requirements for coursework met on time, 95%
attendance (missed 1 or less classes), reflecting a demonstrated
grasp of concepts and reasonable participation, showing evidence of
needing encouragement
Initiative: uncertain and apparent only at times
Attitude: generally neutral, but not objectionable
Cooperation: Not positive, nor very effective, irregular
Individual Improvement: very ordinary, definite marks lacking
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Grade D: Below Average
Scholarship: 86% of all assignments and course requirements met,
some of the above-mentioned requirements have not been met
Initiative: lacking
Attitude: indifferent, negative, resistant to engagement with course
content
Cooperation: just fair at times, lacking at other times
Individual Improvement: not noticeable
Grade F:
Most of the above-mentioned requirements have not been met. Less
than 86% of assignments have been completed.
LECTURE SERIES

Attendance of all the Klai Juba Wald Fall 2019 Lecture Series events
is highly encouraged. Please plan accordingly. The lectures typically
take place from 5:30pm - 7:30pm in the Architecture Studies Library.
Refer to lecture series posters for dates.

SPECIAL NOTES

The course instructors reserve the right to change, modify or revise
the content of the syllabus as well as the calendar at any given time
during the semester. All work produced within the School of Architecture becomes and remains the property of the school for use in documenting student work for accreditation. All work must be documented for your personal use prior to its final submittal.
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UNIVERSITY-WIDE
POLICIES

Academic Misconduct:
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the
Campus community; we all share in upholding the fundamental values
of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility, and professionalism.
By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the
expectations of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy, and are
encouraged to always take the ethical path whenever faced with
choices. Students enrolling at UNLV assume the obligation to conduct
themselves in a manner compatible with UNLV’s educational mission.
An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is
using the words or ideas of another person, from the Internet or any
other source without proper citation of the sources. See the Student
Conduct Code, https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/studentconduct.
Auditing Classes:
Auditing a course allows a student to continue attending the lectures
and/or laboratories and discussion sessions associated with the
course, but the student will not earn a grade for any component of
the course. Students who audit a course receive the same educational
experience as students taking the course for a grade, but will be
excused from exams, assessments, and other evaluative measures
that serve the primary purpose of assigning a grade.
Classroom Conduct:
Students have a responsibility to conduct themselves in class
and in the libraries in ways that do not interfere with the rights of
other students to learn or of instructors to teach. Use of electronic
devices such as pagers, cellular phones, or recording devices, or
potentially disruptive devices or activities, are only permitted with
the prior explicit consent of the instructor. The instructor may rescind
permission at any time during the class. If a student does not comply
with established requirements or obstructs the functioning of the
class, the instructor may initiate an administrative drop of the student
from the course.
Copyright:
The University requires all members of the University Community
to familiarize themselves with, and to follow copyright and fair use
requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations
of copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor
defend you, nor assume any responsibility for employee or student
violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject
you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well
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as disciplinary action under University policies. Additional copyright
policy information is available at http://www.unlv.edu/provost/
copyright.
Disability Resource Center (DRC):
The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A, Room 143, https://
www.unlv.edu/drc, 702-895-0866) provides resources for students
with disabilities. Students who believe that they may need academic
accommodations due to injury, disability, or due to pregnancy
should contact the DRC as early as possible in the academic term. A
Disabilities Specialist will discuss what options may be available to
you. If you are registered with the UNLV Disability Resource Center,
bring your Academic Accommodation Plan from the DRC to the
instructor during office hours, so that you may work together to
develop strategies for implementing the accommodations to meet
both your needs and the requirements of the course. Any information
you provide is private and will be treated as such. To maintain the
confidentiality of your request, please do not approach the instructor
in front of others to discuss your accommodation needs.
Final Examinations:
The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course
occur on the date and at the time specified in the Final Exam
schedule. The general schedule is typically available at the start of
the semester, and the classroom locations are available approximately
one month before the end of the semester. See the Final Exam
Schedule, https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars.
Identity Verification in Online Courses:
All UNLV students must use their Campus-issued ACE ID and
password to log in to WebCampus. UNLV students enrolled in online
or hybrid courses are expected to read and adhere to the Student
Academic Misconduct Policy, https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/
misconduct/policy, which defines, “acting or attempting to act as
a substitute for another, or using or attempting to use a substitute,
in any academic evaluation or assignment” as a form of academic
misconduct. Intentionally sharing ACE login credentials with another
person may be considered an attempt to use a substitute and could
result in investigation and sanctions, as outlined in the Student
Academic Misconduct Policy.
UNLV students enrolled in online courses are also expected to read
and adhere to the Acceptable Use of Computing and Information
Technology Resources Policy, https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/
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acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resourcespolicy, which prohibits sharing university accounts with other persons
without authorization.
To the greatest extent possible, all graded assignments and
assessments in UNLV online courses should be hosted in WebCampus
or another UNLV-managed platform that requires ACE login
credentials for access.
Incomplete Grades:
The grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be granted when a student has
satisfactorily completed three-fourths of course work for that
semester/session, but cannot complete the last part of the course
for reason(s) beyond the student’s control and acceptable to the
instructor, and the instructor believes that the student can finish
the course without repeating it. For undergraduate courses, the
incomplete work must be made up before the end of the following
regular semester. Graduate students receiving “I” grades in 500-,
600-, or 700-level courses have up to one calendar year to complete
the work, at the discretion of the instructor. If course requirements
are not completed within the period indicated, a grade of “F” will
be recorded, and the student’s GPA will be adjusted accordingly.
Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete grade do not register for
the course, but make individual arrangements with the instructor who
assigned the “I” grade.
Library Resources:
Librarians are available to consult with students on research needs,
including developing research topics, finding information, and
evaluating sources. To make an appointment with a subject expert for
this class, please visit the Libraries’ Research Consultation website:
http://guides.library.unlv.edu/appointments/librarian. You can also
ask the library staff questions via chat and text message at: http://ask.
library.unlv.edu/.
Missed Classwork:
Any student missing class, quizzes, examinations, or any other class
or laboratory work because of observance of religious holidays
will be given an opportunity during that semester to make up the
missed work. The make-up opportunity will apply to the religious
holiday absence only. It is the responsibility of the student to notify
the instructor within the first 14 calendar days of the course for Fall
and Spring courses (except for modular courses), or within the first
7 calendar days of the course for Summer and modular courses, of
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their intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on
state holidays or periods of class recess. For additional information,
please visit the Policy for Missed Work, under Registration Policies,
on the Academic Policies webpage, https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.
php?catoid=6&navoid=531.
In accordance with the policy approved by the Faculty Senate
regarding missed class time and assignments, students who
represent UNLV in any official extracurricular activity will also have
the opportunity to make up assignments, provided that the student
provides official written notification to the instructor no less than one
week prior to the missed class(es).
The spirit and intent of the policy for missed classwork is to offer fair
and equitable assessment opportunities to all students, including
those representing the University in extracurricular activities.
Instructors should consider, for example, that in courses which offer a
“Drop one” option for the lowest assignment, quiz, or exam, assigning
the student a grade of zero for an excused absence for extracurricular
activity is both contrary to the intent of the Faculty Senate’s policy,
and an infringement on the student’s right to complete all work for the
course.
This policy will not apply in the event that completing the assignment
or administering the examination at an alternate time would impose
an undue hardship on the instructor or the University that could
reasonably have been avoided. There should be a good faith effort
by both the instructor and the student to agree to a reasonable
resolution. When disagreements regarding this policy arise, decisions
can be appealed to the Department Chair/Unit Director, College/
School Dean, and/or the Faculty Senate Academic Standards
Committee.
For purposes of definition, extracurricular activities may include,
but are not limited to: fine arts activities, competitive intercollegiate
athletics, science and engineering competitions, liberal arts
competitions, academic recruitment activities, and any other event or
activity sanctioned by a College/School Dean, and/or by the Executive
Vice President and Provost.
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Rebelmail:
Rebelmail is UNLV’s official email system for students, and by
University policy, instructors and staff should only send emails to
students’ Rebelmail accounts. Rebelmail is one of the primary ways
students receive official University communications, information
about deadlines, major Campus events, and announcements. All
UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been
admitted to the University. Emailing within WebCampus is also
acceptable.
Tutoring and Coaching:
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic
success coaching, and other academic assistance for all UNLV
undergraduate students. For information regarding tutoring subjects,
tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services, please visit the
ASC website, https://www.unlv.edu/asc, or call 702-895-3177. The
ASC building is located across from the Student Services Complex
(SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the second floor of
SSC A, Room 254. Drop-in tutoring is located on the second floor of
the Lied Library, and on the second floor of the College of Engineering
building (TBE A 207).
UNLV Writing Center:
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of
charge to UNLV students at the Writing Center, https://writingcenter.
unlv.edu/, located in the Central Desert Complex, Building 3, Room
301 (CDC 3–301). Walk-in consultations are sometimes available, but
students with appointments receive priority assistance. Students may
make appointments in person or by calling the Center, 702-895-3908.
Students are requested to bring to their appointments their Rebel ID
Card, a copy of the instructions for their assignment, and two copies
of any writing they have completed on their assignment.

