
UNLV School of Dental Medicine Pre-Doctoral Program Course Descriptions, 

updated Sept 2012 

Year 1 Fall Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7101 Human Structural 

and Functional 
Concepts 

Presents physiological and anatomical concepts related to the cardiovascular, 
respiratory, and endocrine systems, and examines the relationships between 
structure and function.  Clinical case studies will be used to illustrate the 
spectrum of homeostasis and disease. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7102 Microbiological & 
Immunological 
Concepts 

Introduces the fundamentals of bacteriology and infectious diseases and the 
elements of the immune response to common pathogens.  Clinical case studies 
will be used to illustrate infectious processes in oral and systemic diseases, with 
emphasis on infections of the oral cavity.  The principles of infection control will 
be introduced. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7109 Head & Neck 
Anatomy and 
Neuroscience 

Lecture content, clinical case studies with corresponding laboratory sessions 
illustrate the bones, muscles, nerves, and vasculature of the head and neck, 
and special emphasis on the embryology and structure-function relationship of 
each of these structures. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7111 Oral Histology Introduction to the basic features of normal craniofacial development, 
including teeth and their supporting apparatus.  Anatomy and histology of the 
teeth, associated structures and other tissues of the craniofacial complex will 
be considered in depth.  Relationship between the structure of the oral tissues, 
function and pathology, and development errors of the craniofacial complex 
will be discussed. 

Successful completion of DEN 
7112, DEN 7109, and DEN 7101 
or by permission of the course 
director. 

DEN 7112 Introduction to 
Human 
Development 

Introduction to Human Development provide an overview of human embryonic 
and fetal development. It concentrates on the normal development of the 
pharyngeal apparatus and the orofacial region. Some consideration is given to 
developmental defects of the orofacial region. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7120 Introduction to 
Infection Control 

Introduction to the principles of safe work practices and universal precautions 
in dentistry, the use of disinfectants and sterilants, and the safe handling of 
biohazardous materials.  Cross-infection potential of important human 
pathogens will be discussed. Students will perform and document a 
surveillance study of infection control in a clinical setting. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7123 Diagnosis and 
Treatment 
Planning   

Introduction to treatment planning and the use of treatment outcomes to 
guide evidence based revision of treatment plans.  Students will evaluate the 
periodontal status of patients by performing diagnostic workups of recall 
patients and present patient data, rationale for the treatment plan and 
outcome of care. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7124 Dental Anatomy 
and Occlusion Lab 

Occlusion lab which will include presentation of the fundamentals of dental 
anatomy, morphology and classification of both primary and permanent 
dentition, and the concepts of ideal dental occlusion and malocclusion.  
Students will carve a full set of anatomically correct teeth in both self-paced 
and instructional laboratory settings 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7125 Dental Anatomy 
and Occlusion 
Lecture 

Lecture and presentation of the fundamentals of dental anatomy, morphology 
and classification of both primary and permanent dentition, and the concepts 
of ideal dental occlusion and malocclusion.  Students will carve a full set of 
anatomically correct teeth in both self-paced and instructional laboratory 
settings.  The principles of radiology introduced. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7140 DSI General 
Dentistry Clinic 

DS1 students will experience and receive instruction in all aspects of patient 
care in the general dentistry clinic 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7154 Health Care 
Delivery: Patient 
Record and HIPPA 
Regulations 

Introduction to the different components of the dental patient record and their 
relevance and importance to dental practice.  Emphasis will be placed on the 
present and past systemic and oral health history, dental charting, dental 
imaging and its interpretation.  Patient privacy and confidentiality issues will be 
discussed.   

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   



DEN 7157 Patient 
Communications 
and Cultural 
Compatibility 

Participation in the comprehensive health care of patients as vertical team 
members of an external dental practice at a level commensurate with their 
experience and under supervision. This includes patient interview, oral 
examination, charting and non-evasive procedures.  Further instruction in basic 
Spanish will be offered if necessary. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7160 Integration: 
Research and 
Professional Dev I 

Student discussions on current issues in research and professional 
development  

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

Year 1 Spring Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7101 Human Structural 

and Functional 
Concepts 

Presents physiological and anatomical concepts related to the cardiovascular, 
respiratory, and endocrine systems, and examines the relationships between 
structure and function.  Clinical case studies will be used to illustrate the 
spectrum of homeostasis and disease. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7108 HIV/AIDS & Oral 
Disease 

Presentation on the fundamentals of retrovirology and the disease states 
resulting from infection with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).  Clinical 
case studies will be used to illustrate the pathogenesis and presentations of 
immune deficiency and opportunistic infection, with particular emphasis on the 
impact of HIV/AIDS on oral health. 

Successful completion of the 
DS1 Fall semester courses. 

DEN 7109 Head & Neck 
Anatomy and 
Neuroscience 

Lecture content, clinical case studies with corresponding laboratory sessions 
illustrate the bones, muscles, nerves, and vasculature of the head and neck, 
and special emphasis on the embryology and structure-function relationship of 
each of these structures. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7110 Oral Pathogens & 
Oral Immunology 

Presents clinical case studies to illustrate the common bacterial viral, fungal 
and parasitic infections of the oral cavity, oral manifestation of systemic 
infection, and mucosal immunity.  The microbiology and immunology of dental 
caries, periodontal and periodical diseases, and salivary gland infections will be 
discussed. 

Successful completion of the 
DS1 Fall semester courses.  

DEN 7121 Principles of 
Clinical Dentistry: 
Operative 
Dentistry 

Introduction to the categories and applications of instruments and accessories 
used in dental practice.  In the clinical simulation area, dental procedures skills 
will be acquired, including positioning and four handed instrument transfer.  
Simulation models and student partners will be subjects for oral examination, 
periodontal evaluation and topical fluoride administration. 

Successful completion of the 
DS1 Fall semester courses. 

DEN 7127 Introduction to 
Intraoral and 
Panoramic 
Radiology 

 Introduction to Intraoral and Panoramic Radiography is a lecture/laboratory 
course designed to introduce the first year dental student to: ionization 
radiation and its use in the health profession, both digital and traditional film 
intraoral and panoramic radiographic techniques, descriptive terms used in 
dental radiography.  

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7133 Principles of 
Clinical Dentistry 
Lab 

Introduction to the basic principles, philosophy, and techniques of Operative 
Dentistry, the restoration of single teeth.  Students will learn in lecture and 
laboratory to restore teeth with Class I, II, and III restorations using dental 
amalgam and composite restorative materials. 

Successful completion of the 
DS1 Fall semester courses. 

DEN 7136 Basics of 
Periodontal 
Instrumentation 
and Preventive 
Intervention 

Clinical aspects of periodontal care and clinical skills needed to interact with 
patients in preventive periodontal care.  Students will learn to scale and polish 
the coronal surfaces of teeth with hand and ultrasonic instruments. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7140 DSI General 
Dentistry Clinic 

DS1 students will experience and receive instruction in all aspects of patient 
care in the general dentistry clinic 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7141 Panoramic 
Principles & 
Advanced 
Radiology 
Anatomy 

Designed to introduce the first year dental student to the principles of 
radiographic interpretation of dental caries and periodontal disease using 
intraoral and panoramic radiographic imaging techniques. Includes 
classification of radiographic lesions interpretation and diagnosis; factors of 
radiographic imaging that influence interpretation and diagnosis; scope of 
radiographic anatomy as seen in intraoral and panoramic dental radiography; 
and concepts of radiation biology and safety for using ionizing radiation in 
dentistry 

Successful completion of DEN 
7127  



DEN 7151 Health Care 
Financing & Public 
Health 

The course provides a brief history of the US Healthcare System and financing 
of dental care.  The dental care delivery system and oral health workforce 
modalities are discussed to reduce access to care issues. The ADA Code of 
Ethics is discussed and applied to community dental health program evaluation. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7156 Community 
Outreach: 
Pediatric 
Education 

Introduction to the principles and practice of dental health education.  This is 
an external rotation in a public health care setting in which students will be 
trained in patient health promotion and disease prevention.  Students will 
devise and implement a dental education program on selected topics. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7161 Integration: 
Research and 
Professional Dev II 

Student discussions on current issues in research and professional 
development  

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

Year 1 Summer Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7122 Foundations in 

Fixed 
Prosthodontics 
Lecture 

Students learn the fundamentals of preparing teeth for crowns, and the steps 
involved in their fabrication. 

Admission to the program, and 
completion of the first two 
semesters of the freshman year 
curriculum. 

DEN 7126 Local Anesthesia Principles of record gathering, charting, treatment planning and case 
presentations will be covered. As well as, the basic principles of pharmacology 
and techniques of the use of local anesthesia sedation used in dentistry. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7129 Diagnosis and 
Treatment 
Planning II 

Students will perform treatment planning and outcomes assessment on 
patients with more complex disease processes, including emergency and 
urgent care needs.  Students will present patients for discussion in a seminar 
setting. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7130 Principles of 
Dental Materials 

This course provides foundational knowledge of materials used in dentistry 
including: Dental materials specifications, evaluation programs, agencies 
concerned with materials and periodicals that evaluate dental materials; 
Structure, properties and surface activity of materials; Principles and theories 
of metals, polymers and ceramic materials; and Abrasion, finishing and 
polishing of dental materials  

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year and 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7135 Periodontal 
Anatomy and 
Pathogenesis of 
Periodontal 
Disease 

Introduction to the anatomical and clinical features of the periodontium.  
Examination of the pathogenesis of periodontal disease and overview of 
preventive methods and periodontal treatment. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7137 Foundations in 
Fixed 
Prosthodontics 
Lab 

Basic principles of fixed Prosthodontics.  Preparation of a single posterior tooth 
for a full gold crown; understand the principles of retention and resistance; 
understand the laboratory procedures important to tooth preparation: 
including initial impressions, final impressions, die models and articulation of 
the case in preparation to send to a dental laboratory. 

Admission to the program, and 
completion of the first two 
semesters of the freshman year 
curriculum. 

DEN 7138 Preclinical 
Dentistry Lab 

Principles and techniques of dental laboratory procedures including restorative, 
surgical, and prosthodontic procedures will be addressed in this 
lecture/laboratory course. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7139 Clinical Occlusion Principles and concepts of occlusion and articulation will be addressed.  
Students will study in detail the occlusal aspects of restorative and replacement 
dentistry and will design, fabricate and deliver a maxillary stabilization bit plan 
splint. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7140 DSI General 
Dentistry Clinic 

DS1 students will experience and receive instruction in all aspects of patient 
care in the general dentistry clinic 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7162 Biochemical Basis 
of Clinical 
Nutrition 

Principles of nutrition, biochemistry, physiology, and patient care are examined 
within the context of health promotion, disease prevention, and 
treatment/care of oral diseases and conditions.  Information technology, 
treatment planning, and patient education and counseling are introduced using 
the scientific method and evidence based practice. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

DEN 7163 DS 1 Summer 
Enrichment 

DS1 students will participate in one of the following activities: research; clinical 
activity; community outreach under the supervision of a dentist/mentor, 
remediation of any coursework. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   



Project 

DEN 7164 Professional 
Studies 
Integration 
Seminar I 

This integration seminar allows students to integrate information, knowledge 
and experiences acquired through study in various courses.  Faculty and 
students are responsible for each integration seminar session.  Student group 
assignments occur during the first session. 

Admission to dental school 
UNLV SDM first year or with 
approval of the course director.   

Year 2 Fall Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7200 Cariology Introduction to the epidemiology, etiology and prevention of dental caries and 

integrate the concepts of microbiology, biochemistry, pathology, histology, and 
anatomy as they relate to the caries process.  Clinical assessment, radiological 
diagnosis and principles of treatment of dental caries will be discussed.  
Prevention strategies for individual patient and community health will be 
examined 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7204 Pathological 
Concepts 

Comprised of a series of seminars designed to illustrate, at a greater level of 
complexity, the relationship between biosciences and clinical sciences in the 
context of oral health care. Students will gain a greater understanding of the 
complex relationship between the oro-facial complex and the rest of the body. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7208 Oral Cancer: 
Prevention, Cause 
& Cure 

Introduction of the fundamentals of common tumors of the head and neck.  
Clinical case studies will be used to illustrate the etiology, pathology, diagnosis, 
treatment, and treatment complications of head and neck neoplasia.  Principles 
of oral cancer screening and prevention will be discussed. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7221 Applied Dental 
Materials I 

The study and application of the materials used in dentistry, including:  
impression materials, digital impression systems, dentin bonding agents, 
desensitizing agents, cements, dental amalgam, alloys, ceramics, and polymers 

Successful completion of DEN 
7130 and/or approval of the 
course director. 

DEN 7222 Patient Care II: 
Fixed 
Prosthodontics 

The study of the elements for complete denture fabrication, study the 
properties of dental materials associated with restorative procedures, 
examination of operative dentistry restorations, exam potential TMD problems 
and treatment. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7236 Introduction to 
Periodontal 
Diagnosis and 
Initial Therapy 

Introduction to the clinical management of infectious periodontal disease in 
preparation for treating patients clinically.  Students will examine, diagnose, 
and predict the course of inflammatory periodontal disease.  Using case based 
presentations students will be familiarized with treatment planning methods. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7241 Simulated 
Comprehensive 
Care Lecture 

Provide preclinical experiences in comprehensive care for a simulated patient 
(KAVO manikin).  Included are diagnostic procedures and development of a 
treatment plan, periodontal evaluation and care, operative dentistry, 
prosthodontic, endodontic, and surgical procedures for the simulated patient.  
Currently taught with DEN 7242. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7242 Simulated 
Comprehensive 
Care Lab 

Provide preclinical experiences in comprehensive care for a simulated patient 
(KAVO manikin).  Included are diagnostic procedures and development of a 
treatment plan, periodontal evaluation and care, operative dentistry, 
prosthodontic, endodontic, and surgical procedures for the simulated patient.  
Currently taught with DEN 7241. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7244 Introduction to 
General Clinic 

The course will provide experiences and instruction of initial diagnosis, and 
treatment of patients in the general dentistry clinic. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7251 Specialty 
Practices  

During external rotation, students will observe and participate, within their 
documented scope of practice, in the oral health care treatment of patients 
and all interactions between patients and members of the specialty teams.  
Students will present their experiences during integration seminars. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7252 Community 
Outreach: 
Geriatric 
Population 

Participation in preventive dentistry techniques, oral health screenings and 
comprehensive oral examinations for the geriatric population. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 



DEN 7253 Dental Research 
and Analysis 
Methodology 

Dental research proposal design and manuscript development are examined 
based on standard guidelines addressing theoretical research foundations with 
emphasis on basic, clinical, population based, and translational research 
elements.  Approaches to critiquing published literature provide the framework 
for the development of a research proposal addressing a research topic chosen 
by students.  Sampling, research interventions, research instrumentation, and 
ethics are discussed and applied to projects presented for critique and 
evaluation. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7256 Conversational 
Spanish 

Provides students with a workable vocabulary required to communicate dental 
procedures and techniques. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

Year 2 Spring Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7201 Oral and Systemic 

Manifestations of 
Disease 

Presents the epidemiology, etiology, pathophysiology, histopathology, 
treatment, prognosis, and prevention of oral and systemic diseases.  Emphasis 
will be placed on the integration of the concepts of microbiology, biochemistry, 
pathophysiology and anatomy as they relate to the disease process. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7203 Principles of 
Pharmacology 

The course covers basic principles of drug action (pharmacodynamics), 
metabolism (pharmacokinetics) and patient considerations 
(pharmacotherapeutics). Clinical considerations associated with specific drugs 
are discussed in the context of organ systems physiology. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7205 Clinically Oriented 
Anatomy 

Presentation of the human gross anatomy of the thorax, abdomen, and upper 
extremity in the context of systemic pathology which is offered concurrently.  
Students will perform case studies and other assignments requiring the 
integration of the normal and pathological condition. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7208 Oral Cancer: 
Prevention, Cause 
& Cure 

Introduction of the fundamentals of common tumors of the head and neck.  
Clinical case studies will be used to illustrate the etiology, pathology, diagnosis, 
treatment, and treatment complications of head and neck neoplasia.  Principles 
of oral cancer screening and prevention will be discussed. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7220 Principles of 
Endodontics 
Lecture 

An introduction to the specialty of endodontics.  A didactic course which 
provides an overview of the basics of endodontic therapy.  It concentrates on 
the evidence based practice of endodontics, covering the art and science of 
endodontics.  Various accepted clinical techniques are taught and integrated 
with biological concepts and research in the area; both classic and current 
research is referenced. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7223 Principles of 
Endodontics Lab 

The laboratory portion of the introduction to endodontics course provides 
hands-on experience in the practice of endodontics.  Both extracted and plastic 
teeth are used.  Students are required to identify and properly use endodontic 
instruments.  Emphasis is placed on being able to properly perform diagnostic 
tests, accomplish access preparations, use both hand and rotary 
instrumentation techniques and obdurate teeth.  Radiographs of completed 
work and self-evaluation of results is also required. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7227 Oral Surgical 
Principles and 
Techniques 

Students learn the principles of diagnosis and planning oral surgical techniques.  
Uncomplicated exodontia, treatment of infection and exodontias and traumatic 
injuries will be addressed. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7233 Restorative 
Dentistry: 
Removable 
Prosthodontics 

Principles of diagnosis and planning treatment for partially and fully edentulous 
patients will be presented.  Procedures and techniques for replacement of 
teeth for partially and fully edentulous patients will be studied and practiced in 
the preclinical laboratory. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7241 Simulated 
Comprehensive 
Care Lecture 

Provide preclinical experiences in comprehensive care for a simulated patient 
(KAVO manikin).  Included are diagnostic procedures and development of a 
treatment plan, periodontal evaluation and care, operative dentistry, 
prosthodontic, endodontic, and surgical procedures for the simulated patient.  
Currently taught with DEN 7242. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7242 Simulated 
Comprehensive 
Care Lab 

Provide preclinical experiences in comprehensive care for a simulated patient 
(KAVO manikin).  Included are diagnostic procedures and development of a 
treatment plan, periodontal evaluation and care, operative dentistry, 
prosthodontic, endodontic, and surgical procedures for the simulated patient.  
Currently taught with DEN 7241. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 



DEN 7243 Advanced Tech 
Dental Radiology 

Introduces and discusses various imaging modalities available for dentistry. The 
sessions will begin with fundamental information on dental radiology, 
dosimetry, technologies and basics of interpretation. These fundamentals will 
be used to build upon advanced applications such as cephalometric analysis, 
implant planning and model production. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7244 Introduction to 
General Clinic 

The course will provide experiences and instruction of initial diagnosis, and 
treatment of patients in the general dentistry clinic. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7253 Dental Research 
and Analysis 
Methodology 

Dental research proposal design and manuscript development are examined 
based on standard guidelines addressing theoretical research foundations with 
emphasis on basic, clinical, population based, and translational research 
elements.  Approaches to critiquing published literature provide the framework 
for the development of a research proposal addressing a research topic chosen 
by students.  Sampling, research interventions, research instrumentation, and 
ethics are discussed and applied to projects presented for critique and 
evaluation. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

Year 2 Summer Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7226 Introduction to 

Dental Implants 

Basic principles and techniques of replacement of missing teeth with dental 
implants. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7228 Pharmacotherape
utics I: Prescribing 
Medication 

The basic principles and technique of prescription writing and prescribing 
medication for the most common problems seen in general dental practice. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7230 Orthodontics Students will learn clinical techniques for the removable partial denture 
fabrication including pre-prosthetic assessment, impression fabrication, 
mounting of models, jaw relationships, and the clinical skills needed for the 
replacement of teeth with fixed partial dentures and implant restoration. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7235 Pediatric 
Dentistry 
Principals & 
Techniques 

An introduction and overview to Pediatric Dentistry for the dental student. This 
course is designed to give the dental student an understanding of Pediatric 
Dentistry. At the end of the course, the student will be able to perform 
procedures common to Pediatric Dentistry, manage pediatric patients with mild 
anxiety, evaluate the needs of their pediatric patients and refer when 
necessary. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level course work 

DEN 7237 Digital Radiology Basic concepts and techniques of digital dental radiology will be presented.  
Students will gain knowledge and experience in making dental radiographs 
using digital radiology techniques and instrumentation. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7240 DSII General 
Dentistry Clinic 

DS2 students will experience and receive instruction in all aspects of patient 
care in the general dentistry clinic 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7241 Simulated 
Comprehensive 
Care Lecture 

Provide preclinical experiences in comprehensive care for a simulated patient 
(KAVO manikin).  Included are diagnostic procedures and development of a 
treatment plan, periodontal evaluation and care, operative dentistry, 
prosthodontic, endodontic, and surgical procedures for the simulated patient.  
Currently taught with DEN 7242. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7242 Simulated 
Comprehensive 
Care Lab 

Provide preclinical experiences in comprehensive care for a simulated patient 
(KAVO manikin).  Included are diagnostic procedures and development of a 
treatment plan, periodontal evaluation and care, operative dentistry, 
prosthodontic, endodontic, and surgical procedures for the simulated patient.  
Currently taught with DEN 7241. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7254 Contemporary 
Issues in 
Behavioral 
Science 

Contemporary Issues in Behavioral Science: The course outlines prevention 
strategies for addressing tobacco use and cessation. Motivational interviewing 
and nutritional risk assessment will be discussed in alignment with the 
reduction in caries risk. Case studies demonstrating effective communication 
strategies for patient treatment will be reviewed. Small-group sessions offer an 
opportunity to role play brief intervention counseling (3A’s) and effective 
communication strategies. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

DEN 7263 DS 2 Summer 
Enrichment 
Project 

DS2 students will participate in one of the following activities: research; clinical 
activity; community outreach under the supervision of a dentist/mentor; 
remediation of any coursework. 

Successful completion of DS1-
level coursework 

 



Year 3 Fall Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7320 Clinical Medicine I Evaluate, diagnose and perform treatment planning for patients of all ages.  

Develop comprehensive treatment plans based on systemic findings and 
patients considerations.  Achieve maximum integration between the study of 
disease, the study of the patient, and the diagnostic and therapeutic processes 
in the oral health care setting. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7321 Principles of 
Periodontal 
Surgery 

General principles of surgery and wound healing, surgical anatomy of the 
periodontium and adjoining structures, surgical diagnosis, surgical techniques 
and post-surgical management of periodontal disease.  Biology of 
osseointegration and surgical replacement of implants will be introduced. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7324 Esthetic Dentistry: 
Principles and 
Techniques 

Principles and techniques related to restoration of individual anterior and 
posterior teeth and replacement and/or restoration of multiple missing teeth 
will be presented in this course.  Topics include: tooth bleaching; principles or 
shade selection and matching; materials selection for esthetic dentistry; 
diagnosis of congenital, traumatic and caries related defects; and treatment 
planning esthetic procedures. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7326 Oral and 
Maxillofacial 
Pathology I 

Clinically oriented lectures placing special emphasis on neoplasic diseases of 
the head and neck and on tissue changes in systemic disease which frequently 
affect the oral cavity.  Clinical correlation of basic principles of disease is 
stressed, along with methods of clinical diagnosis, radiographic interpretation, 
treatment methodology and prognostic evaluation. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7340 DSIII General 
Dentistry Clinic 

Student performs evaluation of patients’ total oral health, and then treatment 
plans and follows through with providing for the necessary treatments to be 
arranged for and completed. Student performs procedures in a wide variety of 
dental disciplines under the direct supervision of SDM faculty. 

A passing grade or better in all 
pre-clinical laboratory courses, 
pre-clinical competencies, DEN 
7240. 

DEN 7360 Professional 
Ethics in Health 
Care 

Critical evaluation of professional literature and related findings pertaining to 
ethical issues of patient care 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

Year 3 Spring Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7327 Oral and 

Maxillofacial 
Pathology II 

Continuation of DEN 7326.  Study of neoplastic diseases of the head and neck 
and on tissue changes in systemic disease which frequently affect the oral 
cavity. 

Successful completion of DS2 
Coursework and DEN 7326. 

DEN 7328 Clinical Medicine 
II 

Evaluate, diagnose and perform treatment planning for patients of all ages.  
Develop comprehensive treatment plans based on systemic findings and 
patients considerations.  Achieve maximum integration between the study of 
disease, the study of the patient, and the diagnostic and therapeutic processes 
in the oral health care setting. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7332 Temporomandibul
ar Disorders 

Etiology, diagnosis and treatment of TM Disorders.  Current dominant 
multifactorial concept of etiology of TM Disorders. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7334 Hospital Dentistry Hospital protocol and issues inherent in treating the medically-compromised 
patient are discussed.  Student will observe and assist in patient care 
procedures at locally-affiliated hospitals. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7336 Lasers in Dentistry Familiarizes the student with the basic principles and use of laser dental 
equipment. Students will have knowledge of basic laser physics, laser-tissue 
interaction, and specific laser safety requirements for the dental treatment 
area.  Students will also demonstrate knowledge of photothermal, 
photochemical, photoacoustic, and biomodulation events, tissue absorption 
characteristics, and the effects of wavelength, spot size, power, exposure 
duration, energy density, and repetition rate. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7340 DSIII General 
Dentistry Clinic 

Student performs evaluation of patients’ total oral health, and then treatment 
plans and follows through with providing for the necessary treatments to be 
arranged for and completed. Student performs procedures in a wide variety of 
dental disciplines under the direct supervision of SDM faculty. 
 
 
 

A passing grade or better in all 
pre-clinical laboratory courses, 
pre-clinical competencies, DEN 
7240. 



Year 3 Summer Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7301 Introduction to 

the Clinical 
Diagnostic 
Conference ‐ 
Grand Rounds 

Students are expected to present clinical cases from team experiences, 
describing and integrating pertinent disciplines and specialties that affect oral 
and systemic disease.  Medical history, medications, radiologic and clinical 
laboratory finding will be described. Student will be expected demonstrate 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills as well as clinical judgment. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7325 DS III Advanced 
General Dentistry 
Seminar 

Advanced concepts, techniques, and treatment procedures related to operative 
dentistry and the restoration of individual teeth. 

Successful completion of DEN 
7240 

DEN 7333 Principles of 
Removable Partial 
Dentures 

Introduction to the basic principles and philosophy of removable 
prosthodontics.  Students will examine, treatment plan and prepare partially 
edentulous patients to receive removable partial dentures.  Student doctors 
will learn to treatment plan for preprosthetic surgery cases.  Other advanced 
removable treatment will be included. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7334 Hospital Dentistry Hospital protocol and issues inherent in treating the medically-compromised 
patient are discussed.  Student will observe and assist in patient care 
procedures at locally-affiliated hospitals. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7340 DSIII General 
Dentistry Clinic 

Student performs evaluation of patients’ total oral health, and then treatment 
plans and follows through with providing for the necessary treatments to be 
arranged for and completed. Student performs procedures in a wide variety of 
dental disciplines under the direct supervision of SDM faculty. 

A passing grade or better in all 
pre-clinical laboratory courses, 
pre-clinical competencies, DEN 
7240. 

DEN 7350 Practice 
Administration 

Management of the non-technical aspects of a dental practice.  It will consist of 
three components: practice management, jurisprudence, and ethics. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

DEN 7359 Community 
Outreach: Rural 
Rotation 

Third year Dental students will provide general dental services for patients in 
under-served areas of Nevada under the supervision of adjunct dental clinical 
faculty. 

Successful completion of DS2 
coursework.  

Year 4 Fall Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7425 DSIV Advanced 

General Dentistry 
Seminar: Board 
Review 

This course is designed to review current general practice procedures, including 
legal and regulatory issues which impact contemporary dentistry.  Topics 
include diagnosis/treatment planning, periodontal therapy, restorative 
dentistry, endodontic trauma treatment, prosthodontics, ethical live patient 
care, practice management principles and computerized patient records 
management. 

DEN 7340, or consent of the 
Course Director 

DEN 7426 Forensic Dentistry Introductory course designed to acquaint dental student to field of forensic 
dentistry and help prepare the student to respond to the possibility of mass 
fatality incidents in their practice areas. 

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 

DEN 7440 DSIV General 
Clinic 

The course will provide experiences and instruction of initial screening, 
diagnosis, and treatment of patients in the general dentistry clinic. 

A passing grade or better in all 
pre-clinical laboratory courses, 
pre-clinical competencies, DEN 
7340. 

DEN 7442 Periodontal 
Regeneration and 
Case 
Management 

Periodontal regeneration including hard tissue grafts for periodontal defect 
regeneration and ridge augmentation will be presented.  Current approaches to 
the surgical management of lesions not conductive to standard surgical 
techniques as well as the nonsurgical protocols for refractory disease are 
covered. 

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 

DEN 7443 Clinical Diagnostic 
Conference: 
Grand Rounds 

Students are expected to present clinical cases from team experiences, 
describing and integrating pertinent disciplines and specialties that affect oral 
and systemic disease.  Medical history, medications, radiologic and clinical 
laboratory finding will be described. Student will be expected demonstrate 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills as well as clinical judgment. 

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 

DEN 7454 Community 
Outreach: 
Disabled & Spec 
Needs Pop 

Covered are the etiology and prevalence of common disabling conditions, 
;barriers to dental care for disabled/special needs individuals; psychological 
and social factors which impact the disabled/special needs population. 

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 



    Year 4 Spring Courses 
Course # Course Title Course Description Course Pre-requisite 
DEN 7440 DSIV General 

Clinic 

The course will provide experiences and instruction of initial screening, 
diagnosis, and treatment of patients in the general dentistry clinic. 

A passing grade or better in all 
pre-clinical laboratory courses, 
pre-clinical competencies, DEN 
7340. 

DEN 7441 Oral 
Histopathology 

Histopathology is an elective lecture-seminar course which has been designed 
to build upon knowledge gained from Oral Pathology I and II.  It serves as an 
extension course for students interested in expanding their knowledge of the 
clinical and microscopic aspects of oral and maxillofacial diseases.  

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 

DEN 7443 Clinical Diagnostic 
Conference: 
Grand Rounds 

Students are expected to present clinical cases from team experiences, 
describing and integrating pertinent disciplines and specialties that affect oral 
and systemic disease.  Medical history, medications, radiologic and clinical 
laboratory finding will be described. Student will be expected demonstrate 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills as well as clinical judgment. 

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 

DEN 7453 Dental 
Jurisprudence 

Review of current legal and regulatory issues that impact the contemporary 
practice of dentistry.  Topics include state and federal regulations, licensure, 
professional liability, personnel issues, etc. 

Successful completion of DS3 
Coursework 

 


