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Funding Opportunities for 
Student Events 

Having an event and are not sure 
how to finance it? Are you trying 
to promote diversity education, 
social justice, leadership experi-
ence, civic engagement or advo-

cacy? The Student Funding Board 
is able to fund organizations 
and/or students events up to 

$750. If your event is open to all 
students and will benefit the en-
tire campus, apply for funding!  

http://getinvolved.unlv.edu/ 
studentorgs/resources/ 
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Meet the GPSA 2011—2012 Executive Board  
As the governing student 
body for UNLV’s  gradu-
ate and professional stu-
dents, the GPSA has 
four elected positions: 
President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary and 
Treasurer. Executive 
Board elections are held 
every spring.  

P r e s i d e n t  
Michael Gordon 
came to Las Vegas 
from Cape Town, South Africa on a Rotary 
International Ambassadorial scholarship. 
He received both his LLB and LLM degrees 
in private law from the University of South 
Africa. Michael graduated from UNLV in 
May 2008 with a Masters in Public Admini-
stration.  He is currently a doctoral student 
in Public Affairs in the Greenspun College 
of Urban Affairs. 

 

Michael is involved with 
Christian Grads, Toastmas-
ters and Presidential Stu-
dent Ambassadors as well 
as serving on the boards of 
the Greenspun College of 
Urban Affairs alumni chap-
ter and the Rotary Club of 
Las Vegas. Upon gradua-

tion, he aspires to 
work for an interna-
t i o n a l  n o n -
governmental or-
ganization (NGO). 

He also hopes that the Springboks (South 
African national rugby team) retain the 
Rugby World Cup this October.  
M i c h a e l ’ s  e m a i l  a d d r e s s  i s  
michael.gordon@unlv.edu. 

Vice President Thomas Bussey grew 
up in Edgerton, WI.  Thom received his 

Executive Board 2011-2012 (clockwise from left) are 
Vice President Thomas Bussey, Treasurer George 
Molnar, President Michael Gordon and  Secretary 
Carol Servino 

Dear Graduate and Professional Students, 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the new 
academic year!! After a busy (and warm) 
summer, the new executive board of the 
Graduate and Professional Student Asso-
ciation (GPSA) is ready to be of service to 
you. 
 
The GPSA is the recognized student gov-
ernment for all UNLV graduate and profes-
sional students. We represent around 
6,000 students and we exist for three rea-
sons: 
 
1.  To be an advocate for graduate students 
both within the university system and to 
the Board of Regents; 
 

2. To provide grants to graduate students 
to complete their research as well as pre-
sent and attend conferences; and finally . . .  
 
3. To organize social events to help gradu-
ate students relax and take a break from 
all their studies! 
 
With these three main purposes as a guide, 
GPSA’s summer council has created many 
exciting events which you will find within 
this newsletter. Some of these highlights 
can be found in the “Noteworthy UNLV 
Dates” section on page six. 
 
Our vision is to increase the quality of life 
for graduate students on our campus. To  
 
 

 A Welcome to New and Returning Students from  
Michael Gordon, GPSA President 

Message from President continued on 2 
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GPSA Hosted Fall Social Events 

 

 

 

 
GPSA hosts socials to provide an informal forum for net-
working and conversation among graduate and profes-
sional students from across the various colleges and disci-
plines. Social events are held several times during the 
semester and include activities such as: tailgating, hik-
ing, karaoke and bowling night. Don’t miss the first 
scheduled event this fall:  

 
 

Message from President continued from page 1 

aid with this, some projects we are working on include get-
ting free or reduced  
 
dental services at the Student Recreation and Wellness 
Center (SRWC) as well as improving the security stations 
around campus. With your help, we can achieve our goals. 
 
Much of what we do involves working with each other, as-
sisting others, and having fun along the way. Becoming 
involved with GPSA is an opportunity to showcase your 
talents and further the goals of your student government! 
Join us on this adventure!! All we ask for is willingness on 
your part – willingness to share your ideas, attend our 
meetings and events and willingness to engage with us 
and your fellow students on pertinent issues. 
 
Best of luck for the upcoming academic semester! We can’t 
wait to see you at one of our Fall 2011 events!! 
 

The purpose of establishing these goals is to further sup-
port the mission of the University and the GPSA. The 
GPSA Executive Board will regularly report to the GPSA 
Council on the status of the goals to reinforce commit-
ment and reprioritize goals if needed. Additionally, these 
goals are not listed in any specific order of priority. 
1. Grants 

       ●  Grants 
 ○  Grants committee interest form circulated  
   among Council members 
 ○ Examples of good grants and e-grants 
    ▪  Checklist for both types on website 
 ○  Redesign scoring rubric for use by committee  
     members 
 ○  Grant Writing workshop – general  and  
   GPSA requirements 

2. Activities 
     ●  Community service 
        ○  Food bank 
     ●  Brown bag lunches with Graduate College  
 ●  Tax workshop for graduate students 
    ●  Attend one cultural event on campus 
    ●  Day hike 
    ●  Football tailgate 
    ●  Pets on campus for stress relief during finals 
     ●  Conference skill development workshops: 
        ○  Finding & Applying to Conferences in your  
      Discipline 
        ○  How to Deliver a Paper & Presentation Style 
        ○  Using Technology in Presentations 
       ○  Writing Abstracts 
        ○  PowerPoint Presentation 
        ○  Effective Poster Presentations 
        ○  Presentation Style: The Finer Points 
        ○  The Lifecycle of the Conference Paper 

3.   Advocacy 
  ●  Dental chairs on campus 
     ●  Improve security stations around campus 
     ●  Join National Association of Graduate & Profes 
      sional Students (NAGPS) 
     ●  Bylaws revision 
     ●  Graduate housing – increase awareness of GPSA  
      in graduate housing building 
     ●  Use of electronic voting in GPSA elections through 
      MyUNLV 
     ●  Electronic newsletter 
     ●  1% of current budget for NSA action 
       ●  Water Filtration System  

GPSA 2011-2012 Goals 

Michael Gordon, GPSA President  
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UNLV Food Bank 
In November of  last year,  a 
Food Bank was formed to 
provide non-perishable goods 
to UNLV students and staff  
in need.  In conjunction with  
the  President ia l  Advisory 
Committee (PAC)and CSUN, 
the GPSA has joined in the 
efforts to revital ize the Food Bank. Please check 
the GPSA website for dates and times that the 
Food Bank wil l  be open.  Volunteers are also  
needed  to  distribute and col lect  the  food in col-
lection boxes located  on campus.  More informa-
tion wil l  be forthcoming.  For questions,  please call   
702-895-2261. 

Get and Stay Connected through 
GPSA’s Website 

Find out more about the Graduate and Professional 
Student Association (GPSA) at http://gpsa.unlv.edu/.  

As a powerful resource you can use the website to find: 

Upcoming GPSA Council meeting dates and times: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/council/ 
Agendas and minutes: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/council/agendas.html 

GPSA bylaws: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/council/pdf/GPSAbylaws.pdf 

Grant process and grant application forms: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/grants/grants.html 
Hints on how to write an exceptional grant: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/pdf/HowToGPSAGrant.pdf 

Council members: at http://gpsa.unlv.edu/council/ 
Council representative application forms: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/pdf/GPSARepForm20112012.pdf 
Representative proxy forms: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/pdf/GPSAProxyForm.pdf 

Link to the Graduate College: 
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/ for information for all 
sorts of information including: 
 
Changes regarding the preparation and submission of 
theses and dissertations: 
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/current/thesis/ 

The online application process for graduate assistants: 
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/ga/ 

Graduation timeline: 
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/current/guidance/ 

Sign up for Grad Link, the email listserv for graduate 
students at UNLV, by going to: 
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/current/gradlink/subscri
be.html 

Becky Boulton has worked in the GPSA since 
October 1997. She has lived in Las Vegas most 
of her life and received both her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree from UNLV. Ms. Boulton is re-
sponsible for overseeing the gradu-
ate/professional student study facility located in 

the Lied Library, a place that many graduate and profes-
sional students call home on campus.  

As GPSA Manager, Becky supervises graduate and profes-
sional student activity and works in collaboration with the 
GPSA Council and Executive Board. She organizes and 
assists in the GPSA’s monthly meetings in which repre-
sentatives from 49 departments join to address issues 
critical to the graduate/professional experience.  

Ms. Boulton further oversees the GPSA Grants Program, 
which is the leading supporter on campus for gradu-
ate/professional student research and conference travel. 
This year the GPSA will process and award over 200 
grants totaling more than $125,000. 

Becky also organizes graduate and professional student 
events, the largest of which is the annual Graduate & Pro-
fessional Student Research Forum which is a showcase for 
graduate/professional student research achievement.   

In order to achieve greater campus exposure of the GPSA 
and to facilitate a collective voice for critical issues that 
affect graduate & professional students, Becky continues 
her campus committee involvement, and is constantly 
seeking new and innovative ways to enhance the daily 
operations of the GPSA. 

Meet GPSA Manager 
Becky Boulton 
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GPSA Executive Board continued from page 1 
Bachelor’s of Science from the University of Wisconsin in 
2004 and moved to Las Vegas where he received his Master’s 
of Education from UNLV in 2006. Thom is currently finish-
ing his Ph.D. in Chemistry with an emphasis in Chemical 
Education Research, and he plans to graduate in 2012. 

Thom has been an active member of GPSA not only as a rep-
resentative, but as a member of the grants committee and 
now as a member of the executive board and chair of the 
grants committee. Aside from school and on a personal note, 
Thom says he and the rest of his family are all extremely 
excited because his sister is having her first child and he’s 
looking forward to being a “first time” uncle in the very near 
future.  Thom’s email address is thomas.bussey@unlv.edu. 
 
Secretary Carol Servino is a student in the Public Affairs 
Ph.D. program in the Greenspun College of Urban Affairs. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in communications/
journalism from Rowan University in NJ, raised two sons 
with her husband, Jim, and then went back to school to earn 
a master of science in professional and technical communica-
tion from New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) in 2007. 
She serves as a GA in the School of Environmental and Pub-
lic Affairs where she teaches public administration courses 
online; she also coordinated revision of the school’s web 
pages and continues to maintain its content. 
 
Carol is from NJ and lived in Utah, Washington, and Oregon 
before relocating with her husband to NV. She worked as a 
reporter and editor for daily newspapers, as grant coordina-
tor for traffic safety programs and as an administrative as-
sistant in a municipal police department.  At UNLV, Carol is 
a member of Phi Kappa Phi honor society, Presidential Stu-
dent Ambassadors, and represented public administration 
graduate students on GPSA last year.  Carol’s email address 
is carol.servino@unlv.edu. 

Treasurer George J. Molnar is working on his master’s 
degree as a member of the 2010-2012 Executive Crisis and 
Emergency Management (ECEM) cohort in the School of 
Environmental and Public Affairs. He is also the Director of 
Engineering, Information Technology and Emergency Re-
sponse for the Clark County School District’s Vegas PBS di-
vision. 

George comes from a place called “E Street” in a N.J. shore 
community. He earned a BA in Political Science from the 
University of Rochester in 1987, worked as a merchant ma-
rine officer, and as an engineer-in-charge for ESPN. He’s 
traveled to state except three and every continent except 
Antarctica. George is involved with Nevada and Clark 
County emergency management agencies, is a member of 
several professional organizations for broadcast engineers 
and emergency managers, is a life member of the national 
organization for amateur radio, and is an aspiring helicopter 
pilot. George’s email address is george.monlar@unlv.edu. 

 
 
  

Jean Nidetch Women’s Center is offering  a 
Team Against Violence Training Workshop  

Faculty and staff training is available, “Responding to Dis-
closures of Interpersonal Violence” through the Women 
Center’s Advocacy, Support, and Education Response 
Team Against Violence (ASERTAV) task force. Domestic 
and dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking are 
crimes that affect the health and well-being of our campus. 
This hour-long workshop trains the campus community on 
UNLV’s comprehensive response protocol. Graduate and 
professional students may be more likely to form relation-
ships with students when teaching, researching, or work-
ing together, and be faced with a disclosure. 

 The training covers UNLV policies, the new 24-hour cam-
pus crisis hotline, step by step directions for how to re-
spond, statistics, and what resources are available on and 
off campus. Attendees are given materials to use, includ-
ing a guidebook. 

There are three training dates this Fall. On-site trainings, 
are also offered. You need only attend *one* training.  
 
     ● Friday, September 16th 

     ● Friday, October 14th  

     ● Friday, November 18th 

  
All trainings are held in the Health Education Room 
(HED) on the first floor of the Student Recreation & 
Wellness Center (SRWC 1502), from noon to 1:00 pm.  
 
Please contact Crystal Jackson to set up an individual 
training or to RSVP for any of the dates above, crys-
tal.jackson@unlv.edu or 895-0343. (RSVPs preferred, but 
not required.) 

Interpersonal violence is particularly prevalent among 
college students: one in five women will be sexually as-
saulted during her college career. Dating violence is very 
common among college age students. People aged 18-24 
years experience the highest rate of stalking. Over a life-
time, one in six women, and one in thirty-three men, has 
experienced an attempted or completed rape.  
---The Task Force’s goal is to communicate to survivors 
that they are not alone during their recovery by providing 
resources, support, advocacy, and education.--- 
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 Raisin’ Canes 
 MGM Property Show Tickets 
 Venetian Show Tickets 
 Pink Taco in Hard Rock Hotel – 30% off 
 Station Casino Movie Theatres 
 Town Square Rave Motion Pictures 
 Best Buy – Maryland Parkway – 10% off 
 Apple Stores 
 Smog Hut – two locations on Decatur and one on 

Cheyenne – 702-399-3900 - $3.00 off with RebelCard 
 Del Taco – Maryland and Tropicana – 10% off 
 Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum 
 The Rebel Den – Maryland Parkway – 20% off 
 The Lunch Box – Maryland Parkway – 10% off 
 Stephano’s – Maryland Parkway – Free drink with 

any plate or bowl purchase 
 Baja Bar and Grill – Maryland Parkway – On  

Thursday, spend $10 and get a free potato taco 
 Sunrise Coffee Co., 3130 E. Sunset Road – Free tradi-

tional cappuccino 
 Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf – Maryland Parkway – 10% 

off 
 
For more discounts offered by local vendors please visit: 
http://rebelcard.unlv.edu/vendor.html 

Discounts offered by showing your  
           RebelCard 

The GPSA 2011—2012 Executive Board 
holds the following values in high regard: 

 
 Accessibility 
 Collective Leadership 
 Communication 
 Integrity 
 Professionalism 
 Representation 
 Respect 
 Service 

GPSA is the official and recognized governing body 
that serves currently enrolled UNLV graduate and 
professional students. It exists to improve the lives 
of graduate and professional  students. Serving on 
the council are representatives from each depart-
ment and professional school. The executive board 
consists of four elected members of the council who 
serve as president, vice president, secretary, and 
treasurer. The GPSA Council, supported by a man-
ager, meets monthly in the Student Union in an 
open forum to discuss current issues, activities, 
events, and goals that impact graduate and profes-
sional students.  Meetings this fall will be held in 
Student Union room 208A at 2 p.m. on Mon-
days: September 12, October 3, November 7, 
and December 5. Meetings are open to the public. 

GPSA activities include hosting regular social hours 
and community service events. GPSA allocates and 
awards $125,000 for student research and conference 
travel. One of GPSA’s main activities is sponsorship 
of an annual Spring Research Forum held in the Stu-
dent Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All graduate and professional students are welcome 
and encouraged to use the GPSA Lounge/Study 
Facility, which is located on the third floor of Lied 
Library near the Honors College. Check the GPSA 
website [http://gpsa.unlv.edu/labs/] for information 
about hours of operation (that change from time to 
time depending on semester schedules) and about 
software and equipment, as well as usage policies. 
The facility includes copy machines, scanners, 
snacks, an eating area, as well as private and group 
study areas. 

 

What the Graduate &  
Professional Student  

Association (GPSA) is all about . .  

GPSA Lounge/Study Facility is located in the  
Lied Library, room 3251. 



August 26 BBQ w/UNLV President Neal Smatresk in the Pida Plaza 
(north and south quad) @ Noon 

August 26 New Graduate Student Orientation in the Student Union Ball-
room from 1:00-3:00 p.m. Student Involvement Fair  
immediately following from 3:00—4:00 pm. 

August 29 Instruction Begins 

September 2 “Welcome” GPSA Social/Mixer @ the Stan Fulton Building from 
4:30—7:30 p.m. (see page 3) 

September 9 Teaching Assistant Workshop conducted by Dr. Cecilia 
Maldonado in the Lied Library Amargosa Room, time TBD 

September 12 GPSA Council Meeting in the Student Union room 208A @ 
2:00—3:30 p.m. 

September 17 UNLV Football vs Hawaii, @ the Sam Boyd Stadium, 7:00 p.m. 

October 1 Final day to apply and submit application for graduation 
through MyUNLV account 

October 7 Plagiarism Workshop conducted by Kate Wintrol in the Lied 
Library Amargosa Room from 9:00—11:00 a.m. 

October 14 RefWorks Workshop conducted by Rachelle Wiegel in the Lied 
Library Amargosa Room from 9:00—11:00 a.m. 

October 21 Assignment Design Workshop conducted by Anne Zald and  
Steven Hoover in the Lied Library Amargosa Room from  
9:00—11:00 a.m. 

November 15 Deadline for spring 2012 GPSA grant applications 

Noteworthy UNLV Dates 

Information and dates of UNLV student activities can be found at: 
http://activities.unlv.edu/ 
 

Attend UNLV athletic events  for free: 
http://www.unlvtickets.com/ students/ 

Graduate & Professional  
Student Association 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
4505 S. Maryland Parkway 
Las Vegas, NV 89154-1007  

Phone: 702-895-2261 
Fax: 702-895-2158 

gpsa@unlv.edu 

Visit the GPSA at: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/ 

 facebook.com/UNLV GPSA Office/Computer Lab     

GPSA Research and  
Conference Travel Grants     

Need funding for your research pro-
ject or to attend a conference dur-

ing the Spring 2012 semester? 
GPSA grant information and appli-

cation is available at: 
http://gpsa.unlv.edu/grants.htm 

Deadline for the GPSA Spring 2012 
grant is November 15, 2011; Summer grant dead-

line is March 15, 2012. Also available are emer-
gency travel grants (for conference presentation 

only). Check the GPSA website to see if you qualify. 

GPSA Mission 

The Graduate & Professional Student Association 
(GPSA) of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
shall promote and represent the interests of 
graduate and professional students at UNLV. The 
Association shall assist graduate and professional 
students with support for their academic endeav-
ors. Providing an environment conducive to stu-
dent scholarship and research is the primary goal 
of the GPSA. In addition, the GPSA strives to en-
gender a sense of community among the graduate 
and professional students by furnishing financial 
support and fellowship. 


