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GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION  

(GPSA) COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

Monday, March 26, 2012,   2 – 3:30 p.m. - Student Union Room 208A 

 

Monika Bertaki welcomed those present at 2:01 p.m. and asked everyone to thank the Elections 

Committee for its work. She noted that Vice President Thom Bussey, in San Diego, is attending via 

Skype. She introduced candidates for the incoming Executive Board as Michael Gordon, (President); 

Sharon Young, (Vice President); Jennifer Liese and Kishor Shrestha, (Secretary), and Jennifer Reed 

(Treasurer). All gave brief statements about their qualifications and interest in the positions. Their 

applications and letters of support may be seen online on the GPSA website election page: 

http://gpsa.unlv.edu/council/e-board-elections.html.  

 

Treasurer – Jennifer Reed (Sociology) said she would like to build on her experience as a current 

representative for GPSA. She said part of the reason she is interested in the executive board position is 

because she would like to chair the Governmental Affairs committee and is familiar with the budget 

issues. She said she is known by the “lawn-camping group,” in Carson City, is good with social media, 

and is able to participate through media when she cannot be there in person. 

 

Secretary – Kisore Shrestha (Civil Engineering) said he is a Nepal native and is a candidate for 

secretary. He called himself a “research guy” and that many of his friends do not know how to get 

funding for their research. He said he “wants to help GPSA” through his service as Secretary. 

 

Secretary – Jennifer Liese (Journalism and Media Studies) said her “unique set of skills” allow her to 

serve GPSA well. She listed experience as a master’s student and graduate teaching assistant in JMS as 

well as her professional broadcasting experience. She said she is capable of chairing the Publications 

Committee, which she served on this year. She also spoke about her experience as a volunteer for the 

Research Forum, membership in honor societies, and involvement with various organizations beyond 

campus in Clark County, where she has lived and worked for the last eight years.  

 

Vice President – Sharon Young (Anthropology) said she has been on the GPSA council for the past two 

years, has been a member of the Grants and Research Forum Committees. She said she understands the 

requirements and what the commitments are. She knows “what works and what doesn’t” with regarding 

to being able to “fund the most people to do scholarly work.” She said her “experience and dedication 

make me a good candidate.” 

 

President – Michael Gordon (GPSA President) introduced himself and said his focus as president has 

been, and will continue to be, as “an advocate for graduate and professional students.” Other areas of his 

focus are to fund research and organize social activities. In the coming year the “problems and 

experiences are not that much different than they were last year.” His previous GPSA experience has 

been as a council representative (Public Administration), as Treasurer, acting Vice President, and 

President.  

 

I.  Call to Order: President Michael Gordon called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m.  

 

II. Roll Call: Colleges with representatives in attendance were:  
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Executive board members in attendance: President Michael Gordon, Vice-President Thomas Bussey, 

(via Skype from San Diego, CA), Treasurer George Molnar, and Secretary Carol Servino. 

 

Others in attendance: GPSA Manager Becky Boulton, Candidate for Secretary Kishor Shrestha (Civil 

Engineering), and visitor Umong Amatya, (Computer Science). 

 

Colleges/Schools/others absent:  School of Allied Health: Physical Therapy (vacant position); College 

of Business: Accounting, Economics, and Management Information Systems (vacant positions); School 

of Community Health Sciences: Health Promotion (vacant position); College of Engineering: Computer 

Science (vacant position); College of Fine Arts: Architecture (vacant position); College of Liberal Arts: 

Kathy Anders (English); Erica Noles (Psychology); Women’s Studies (vacant position); School of 

Nursing: Rhone D’Errico (Nursing); College of Science: Sarah Wood (Chemistry); Mason McElroy 

(Mathematical Sciences); Life Sciences and Physics (vacant positions); College of Urban Affairs: Erin 

College / School Representative 

SCHOOL OF ALLIED HEALTH Aaron Andersen (Health Physics) 
 Michael Jarrett (Kinesiology) 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS Randal Rosman (Business Administration)  
SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 

SCIENCES 
Jeremiah Todd (Health Care Administration & Policy) 

 Jennifer Pharr (Public Health) 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION Diana Chacon-Pote (Education & Clinical Studies) 
 Kimberly Florence (Educational Research, Cognition 

and Development) 
 Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Mehdi Khalili (Civil & Environmental Engineering) 
 Nirup Bandaru (Electrical & Computer Engineering) 
 Kimberly Hammer (Mechanical Engineering)  
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS Lauren Adkins (Art) 
 Jared Goode (Film) 
 Jonathan Baltera (Music) 
 Brandi Blackman (Theatre Arts) 
COLLEGE OF HOTEL ADMINISTRATION Xi (CeCe) Leung (Hospitality Administration) 
SCHOOL OF LAW Benjamin K. Reitz  
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  Sharon Young (Anthropology) 
 Kathy Anders (English) 
 Ilvia Uribe (Foreign Languages) 
 Rebecca Bolen (History) 
 Kenneth Retzl (Political Science) 
 Jennifer Reed (Sociology) 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE Alison Sloat (Geoscience) 
COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS Monika Bertaki (Communication Studies) 
 Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) 
 Patrick (Joey) Shea (Crisis & Emergency Management) 
 Jennifer Liese (Journalism & Media Studies) 

 Curt Easley (Public Administration) 
 Jung Eun Song (Workforce Development) 
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Swallow (Environmental Science); Nannette Fader (Marriage & Family Therapy); Cassandra Diaz 

(Social Work); Graduate College Senior Associate Dean Kate Korgan; GPSA Faculty Advisor Adam 

Simon. 

 

President Michael Gordon offered congratulations to Jennifer Pharr (Public Health) who, he said, 

successfully defended her dissertation; he thanked everyone involved in the GPSA Research Forum held 

on March 17; he acknowledged the Rebel Yell’s write-up which can be accessed at 

http://www.unlvrebelyell.com/2012/03/19/forum-shows-off-unlv-research/; and he congratulated award 

winners. He then recognized CSUN President Sara Saenz and allowed her to make public comments, 

which were a campaign in favor of Michael Gordon for his positive performance as GPSA President 

during the past year, and a reason, she believes, for students to vote for him.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes — President Michael Gordon called for a motion to approve the minutes 

from the March 5 meeting. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned for approval of the minutes and Randal 

Rosman (MBA) seconded. Asking about corrections or additions and hearing none, President Gordon 

called for the vote, which was unanimous to approve. 

 

IV. Budget Report — Treasurer Molnar presented the budget report. He said the largest spending of the 

year was for the Research Forum. He said that at the top of the report, the Student Wages line reflects 

the student staff wages of $1584.50 in the study facility/lounge for the month of March. Operating 

expenses for the month of March included the following:  

 Printing of the abstract booklets for the Research Forum ($1,927.88). Other research forum 

expenses were  

 Office Supplies / other  miscellaneous items such as name badges and gifts for the faculty judges 

for the research forum ($543.58);  

 Routine monthly postage and telephone costs($11.25 and 25.47); 

 The Rental Equipment line ($374.) is payment for using the Student Union Theater for the two 

viewing dates of the PhD movie; 

 The Hydration Station final payment ($23.26) closes that line out with a total of $2904.17 in 

charges; 

The Hosting total was $187.62 for the month. These costs were for the replenishment of snacks in the 

GPSA study area. Revenue to-date is $257,656.50; the balance forward is $178,959.94 with a balance of 

$163,147.78. 

 

Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching & Learning) motioned to approve the budget report; Joey Shea (ECEM) 

seconded. After a call for the vote, Council unanimously approved the budget report as presented. 

 

V. Committee Reports —  

 Board of Regents/NSA – President Michael Gordon said that the Regents will hold a 

special meeting on April 20 at DRI from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. NSA also will meet that morning.  

 GPSA Activities – In the absence of the Activities Committee Chairperson, President 

Gordon reported that a social event will be held on Monday, April 30, after GPSA’s final council 

meeting of the semester. “If you graduate or are leaving UNLV, we want to thank you for your 

hard work,” he said. The social will be held from 4-6 p.m.; the location has not yet been 

finalized. He added that spouses or partners are welcome.  

 GPSA Community Service – Chairman Kyle Kaalberg said he is seeking donations to 

UNLV Cares and then turned to Council Representative Randal Rosman (MBA), who serves as 

treasurer of UNLV Cares, who said that “non-profit status came through, you can donate online, 

http://www.unlvrebelyell.com/2012/03/19/forum-shows-off-unlv-research/
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and that the Food Pantry is moving to new facility.” The new space is across the hall from its 

current space but is larger. Help is needed to move tables and food. He asked if anyone knows of 

markets looking to liquidate to let him know.  

 GPSA Elections – Chairperson Monika Bertaki said that Council Representatives will be 

able to vote immediately after today’s meeting; others may vote this week until Friday, March 

30, in the GPSA study area on the 3
rd 

floor of Lied Library until 5 p.m. Two candidates are 

running for Secretary’s position. 

 GPSA Grants – Chairperson and Vice President Thom Bussey said that the Grants 

Committee will meet again on April 9
th

. There are no new totals to report. He said approximately 

$35,000 remains for this year, and that it will likely be awarded at the committee’s next meeting. 

He said there probably will not be emergency grant funding for summer. President Gordon added 

that it is probably a good problem to have, to have awarded all funding. He said it is a “sign of 

the times that we’ve had way more applications than we’ve previously had.” 

  In response to a question about whether GPSA is “looking to get additional funding,” 

President Gordon said “No. The E-Board has not discussed it. Since we are enrollment based, the 

budget will be smaller next year. The E-Board will need to discuss it.” Randal Rosman suggested 

the possibility of “partnerships in order to fund so we can have some named grants.” Gordon 

said, “I don’t see why we cannot go outside the box and do that as well.”  

 GPSA Publications – Chairperson and Secretary Carol Servino said that articles are 

being prepared now for the newsletter to be distributed April 12, soon after spring break. She 

asked anyone with ideas or suggestions for inclusion to contact her. 

 

VI. Old Business  

 GPSA Bylaws Article 5 – action item. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned to approve and Rebecca 

Bolen (History) seconded. Council members voted unanimously to approve the language 

changes as recommended. 

 GPSA Bylaws Article 6 – action item. President Gordon said that in the interest of time at the 

last meeting, voting on Article 6 revisions was postponed until this meeting. Curt Easley (Public 

Administration) motioned to approve Bylaws Committee recommended revisions to Article 6.  

Kyle Kaalberg (T&L) seconded.  

 

Discussion involved each item in Sections 1, 2, and 3 and the vote was on those sections only, 

which President Gordon said were mainly “grammatical.” Council voted unanimously to approve 

as proposed and recommended.  

 

Kyle Kaalberg (T&L) motioned and Curt Easley (Public Administration) seconded to approve 

changes in Article 6, Section 4, regarding duties for the Treasurer as Chair of the Government 

Relations Committee.  

 

Discussion began with clarification that at the moment, activities are “ad hoc” but the revision 

would make it a standing committee. President Gordon said the E-Board and the Bylaws 

Committee thought that this would best fit under the Treasurer’s position. Ben Reitz (Law) asked 

about time commitment; President Gordon replied with a question: “Is the treasurer really our 

accountant?” He said that most of the accounting now is done by the GPSA Manager Becky 

Boulton.  Gordon said that the treasurer’s job is less demanding than the other positions on the 

council, and added that “Right now we want to assign this responsibility to someone.” He said 

that when the committee is not working on the funding it will work on “building relationships” 

with those in positions to affect university funding. Concurring, Treasurer Molnar said that this 
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assignment “will provide the ability for the person in charge of watching the books to maintain a 

relationship with officials over time. “Now it has been ad hoc and it would be a more formalized 

approach,” he said. 

 

Council voted unanimously to approve. 

 

President Gordon called for a motion to revise Article 6, Sections 5 and 6 together.  Curt Easley 

(Public Administration) motioned and Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching & Learning) seconded. 

President Gordon said that the revision in Section 5 is grammatical; Section 6 calls for “$50 

increments across the board.” Discussion included a question from Jeremy Waller (Criminal 

Justice) to the current board with regard to the appropriateness of the current stipend compared 

to the work and the time involved. He asked how much the increase would cost if it passed, if it 

seems equitable, and does it matter? President Gordon said it would cost $200 per term; $600 per 

year. Secretary Carol Servino said her position takes a great deal of time, adding that some have 

said it “can be as much or as little as you make it” adding that she believes it takes time to do it 

well. Treasurer George Molnar said his position has not been as time-intensive as the other 

positions. Ben Reitz (Law) said he was inclined not to pass the measure. Curt Easley (Public 

Administration) said he is inclined to pass it based on the rationale discussed at the last meeting 

when he proposed but then withdrew a motion to “pay people what they are worth.” 

Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) said he believes that “if we didn’t approve increase for reps, we 

should not approve this either.”  

 

President Gordon called for the vote on the motion to approve the stipend increase by $50 for the 

board; the vote (taken by raising hands) was 19 in favor; 8 opposed; 5 abstentions.  

 

President Gordon thanked members of the Bylaws Committee for their work. 

 

 

VII. New Business – There was no new business. 

  

VIII. Announcements – President Gordon made the following announcements: 

 GPSA Elections are being conducted this week. He encouraged everyone to vote. 

 The fall grants deadline is April 15. 

 The Book Scholarship deadline is April 30. 

 The final GPSA social will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. on April 30 after the GPSA 

meeting earlier in the day. 

 Summer Council representatives will attend three meetings (10 a.m. on Mondays, 

June 4, July 2, and August 6); summer representatives also receive stipends. 

 

IX. Adjournment — President Gordon called for a motion to adjourn. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned; 

Randal Rosman (MBA) seconded. By council’s unanimous vote to adjourn, the meeting ended at 3:05 

p.m. 

 


