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GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION  

(GPSA) COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  Monday, Oct.3, 2011 

  2 – 3:30 p.m. - Student Union Room 208A 

 

I.  Call to Order: President Michael Gordon called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  

Noting a few changes to the order of today’s agenda, he said:  

 New Business, which normally follows Old Business, will come first today to allow two 

members of the Bylaws Committee to present an information item regarding revisions to the 

bylaws.  

 One of GPSA’s faculty advisors, Adam Simon, originally scheduled to make an announcement 

at the end of the meeting needs to leave early, so his announcement will go first. 

 In the interest of time, headshot photos of Council Representatives for use by the Publications 

Committee would be taken during the meeting instead of before and after the meeting. 

 

Dr. Adam Simon said that he serves as a member of the Academic Standards Committee, which handles 

grade grievances and issues such as changing a grade on a transcript. He said he’s been on the 

committee for five years and has not seen students serve. The committee meets from 10 a.m. to noon 

and commitment is semester by semester. Anyone interested in serving should contact him by email or 

telephone to learn more. He said he believes this is a great opportunity for graduate students to see what 

regular faculty members do as part of their committee work. Email him at adam.simon@unlv.edu. 

 

II. Roll Call:  
Executive board members in attendance: President Michael Gordon, Vice President Thomas Bussey, 

Secretary Carol Servino.  

 

Others in attendance: Graduate College Senior Associate Dean Kate Korgan; Associate Professor and 

Faculty Advisor Adam Simon (for a portion of the meeting); GPSA Manager Becky Boulton; guest 

speakers from the Graduate College; Kristin Guthrie, a graduate assistant, on behalf of Tobacco Free 

UNLV; and Rebel Yell reporters Nolan Lister and Ian Whittaker. 

 

Colleges/Schools/others absent/excused: Treasurer George Molnar (ill); School of Allied Health: 

Kinesiology (vacant), and Physical Therapy (vacant); College of Business (vacancies in Accounting, 

Economics, Management Information Systems); School of Community Health Sciences: Health Care 

Administration and Policy (vacant) and Health Promotion (vacant); College of Engineering: Computer 

Science (vacant), Civil and Environmental Engineering ; College of Fine Arts: Architecture (vacant);  

College of Liberal Arts: Women’s Studies (vacant); College of Science: (Life Sciences (vacant), Physics 

(vacant). 

 

Colleges with representatives in attendance were:  
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III. Approval of Minutes — President Gordon called for a motion to approve the minutes from the 

Sept. 12 meeting. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned for approval of the minutes and Jenny Liese (JMS) 

seconded. Asking about corrections or additions and hearing none, President Gordon called for the vote, 

which was unanimous to approve. 

 

 

College / School Representative 
SCHOOL OF ALLIED HEALTH Aaron Andersen (Health Physics) 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS Cesar Valdez Hughes (Business Administration) 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY HEALTH SCIENCES Jennifer Pharr (Public Health) 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION Diana Chacon-Pote (Proxy- Education & Clinical 

Studies) 
 Kimberly Florence ( Educational Research, 

Cognition and Development) 
 Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Nirup Bandaru (Electrical & Computer 

Engineering) 
 Kimberly Hammer (Mechanical Engineering) 
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS Lauren Adkins (Art) 
 Jared Goode (Film) 
 Jonathan Baltera (Music) 
 Brandi Blackman (Theatre Arts) 
COLLEGE OF HOTEL ADMINISTRATION Xi (CeCe) Leung (Hospitality Administration) 
SCHOOL OF LAW Benjamin K. Reitz  
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  Sharon Young (Anthropology) 
 Kathy Anders (English) 
 Ilvia Uribe (Foreign Languages) 
 Jacob Cassens (History) 
 Kenneth Retzl (Political Science) 
 Kerri Schafer (Psychology) 
 Jennifer Reed (Sociology) 
SCHOOL OF NURSING Rhone D’Errico  
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE Sarah Wood (Chemistry) 
 Alison Sloat (Geoscience) 
 Mason McElroy (Mathematical Sciences) 
COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS Monika Bertaki (Communication Studies) 
 Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) 
 Erin Swallow (Environmental Studies) 
 Joey Shea (Crisis & Emergency Management) 
 Jennifer Liese (Journalism & Media Studies) 
 Nannette Fader (Marriage & Family Therapy) 
 Curt Easley (Public Administration) 
 Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) 
 Jung Eun Song (Workforce Development)  
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IV. Budget Report — Due to the absence of Treasurer Molnar (illness), President Gordon said 

Secretary Servino would provide the Budget Report. Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) motioned 

to approve the budget report; Jared Goode, (Film) seconded. Secretary Carol Servino presented 

highlights from September’s Statement and Account of Receipts and Expenditures. She said that at the 

top of the report are monthly GPSA office staff wages ($82,935.74). General operations ($239.42) 

include routine office supplies, postage, telephone costs and Student Union A/V equipment set-up 

charges for the summer months’ meetings. Hosting expenses ($269.89) is for replenishment of the 

snacks and water sold in the SPSA study facility. In the Transfers to Other UNLV Accounts, two were 

made: the first ($5,000) is for the newly established medical hardships scholarships, which provides 

assistance for students in need; the second ($125,000) was for the GPSA grants. We also will be 

transferring $3,000 for the Hydration Station to the UNLV Facilities Management. This unit will be 

installed on the second floor of the Lied Library near the projected new GPSA facility to be located on 

the 2
nd

 floor. CSUN is sponsoring two of these hydration stations, and Gerry Bomotti, the senior VP for 

finance and business is paying for four more. Revenue for the month was $242.29, bringing the revenue 

total to $127,749.63. The balance forward is $178,959.94 for a balance of $84,454.92.  

 

After a call for the vote, Council unanimously approved the budget report as presented. 

 

V. Committee Reports —  

 Nevada System of Higher Education Board of Regents – President Gordon serves on an 

access and affordability committee. He said for in-state students tuition is free, not fee free, and 

that what this committee examines is ―are these institutions transparent?‖ meaning that ―we list 

one price but students must pay a different price.‖ He said a tuition increase has not been 

officially approved for undergraduates since graduates are receiving a 5% increase next year, and 

that the next Regents’ meeting will be held Dec. 1 and 2 on our campus. He invited students to 

provide input to him in advance and to contact him if you would like to speak at the meeting. 

Chancellor Dan Klaitch will speak for 10-15 minutes at the GPSA Nov. 7 meeting; after the 

meeting the entire GPSA membership will take an annual photo and the Chancellor will be 

included in the group photo and asked that everyone dress appropriately. 

 GPSA Activities – President Gordon said this committee has not met yet, but will meet after this 

council meeting. He thanked Representative Sarah Wood (Chemistry) for suggesting an activity 

that highlights academic humor, which is a screening of the movie PhD Comics, set for release 

this fall. UNLV is buying rights to show the movie from 7-8 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 19, in the 

UNLV SU Theater. A panel discussion will follow from 8-9 p.m.  

 GPSA Ad Hoc Awards – President Gordon said that each year, GPSA recognizes a variety of 

individuals at UNLV for their contributions to the development and continuing growth of the 

university. There are three categories: merit, service, and faculty; each category can have up to 

three awardees. The merit and service recipients each receive a $300 award. The deadline for 

nominations is Dec. 6. Applications are online at http://gpsa.unlv.edu/grants/awards.html. 

 GPSA Community Service – At President Gordon’s request Cesar Valdez Hughes (Business 

Administration, MBA) reported on the Food Bank’s progress, noting that the two chairpersons 

met this morning. The Food Bank will be an ongoing activity of the Community Service 

Committee. Cesar and Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) are co-chairing the committee. 

Kyle said other activities may include volunteering at a soup kitchen, Habitat for Humanity, and 

on-campus promotion for awareness of the food pantry. He suggested that students who have 

preferences should send an email. Cesar mentioned that days of operation for the Food Bank 

http://gpsa.unlv.edu/grants/awards.html
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have changed because there was limited activity on Saturdays, so Saturdays will no longer be a 

distribution day. New distribution times are on Wednesdays from 3-7 p.m., Thursdays, from 11 

a.m. to 3 p.m. and Fridays from 3-7 p.m. A flyer is posted on the GPSA website with food 

distribution dates now through December. The committee chairs suggested that each Council 

Representative should consider bringing a can of food to all events and to the BPSA meetings.  

 GPSA Grants – Chairperson Thom Bussey introduced committee members as representatives 

from several colleges, including Engineering (Nirup Bandaru), Fine Arts (Lauren Adkins), Hotel 

(CeCe Leung), Law (Ben Reitz), Liberal Arts (Sharon Young), and Sciences Thom Bussey to 

award funding to a broad range of researchers in different departments.  Thom said the Grants 

Committee met on Sept. 19 and awarded $2,800 in fall emergency grants. Another meeting on 

September 26 resulted in $2,275 in emergency grants being awarded in September. He said that 

the deadline for emergency grants is the 20
th

 of each month, and that Nov. 15 is deadline for 

spring grant applications.   

 Grants Writing Workshop – Breaking with tradition to host the grant-writing workshop on a 

Saturday, Grants Committee Chairperson Bussey said the workshop will be held in Greenspun 

Hall from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 14, in GUA 2212. The Grants Committee will 

present information about what the committee looks for in grant applications. A flier is on the 

GPSA Website, and he asked that representatives download it and post information for their 

respective departments. It will cover not only GPSA grants but also other funding sources, 

including National Science Foundation (NSF) and National Institute of Health (NIH). 

 GPSA Publications – Carol Servino said the next newsletter will be published in mid-November 

and will include headshots of all council representatives along with their names, the programs 

they represent, and their Rebelmail email addresses. The same information also will be included 

on the GPSA website so that students will be able to connect a face to a name, which may 

prompt more interaction with GPSA representatives in academic units. Content suggestions for 

this or the newsletter in spring 2012 should be directed to her or committee members Monika 

Bertaki, Jacob Cassens, Jared Goode, and Jennifer Liese; she thanked Joey Shea (ECEM) for 

taking the photos of the representatives. President Gordon added that Monika Bertaki also serves 

as GPSA’s Facebook coordinator and is to be commended for your prompt postings of GPSA 

activities.  

 Student Technology Advisory Board (STAB) – President Gordon said this board, which meets 

once a month, needs one student representative from each college. Its first meeting is Wed., Oct. 

5 in the CBC. 

 

V. New Business  

 GPSA Bylaws Committee — information item – President Gordon, who chairs the Bylaws 

Committee,  introduced committee members Ilvia Uribe (Foreign Languages), Jeremy Waller 

(Criminal Justice) and Ben Reitz (Law). Ilvia and Jeremy explained the committee’s 

recommended revisions to Article 1 (Section 2B3 and Section 4) and Article 10. Using an 

overhead projector they presented two sections of the bylaws showing the current bylaws and the 

recommended changes. Council members were told that this is for information and that they will 

vote on the recommendations at the next meeting.  

 In Article I the revisions concern council leadership and duties in absences as well as inclusion 

of clarifying language regarding composition of at-large representatives on committees.   

 In Article 10 the revision proposed deletes the word ―written‖ regarding how notices will be 

provided to membership.  
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President Gordon told the council that bylaw revisions have been a goal for the last five years. 

He said the Bylaws Committee will handle revisions ―article by article‖ and propose changes to 

council representatives who will get them and be asked to vote on them at the next monthly 

meeting. Then the next month, council representatives will vote on the recommended changes 

and get the next proposed changes that will be voted on at a future meeting. He suggested that if 

anyone has questions about how GPSA conducts business, how committees are structured, or 

how grants are awarded, opinions should be voiced at meetings or when the recommended 

changes are presented. 

 

VI. Old Business 

 

 Tobacco Free Campus – action item. President Gordon said that Tobacco Free UNLV (TFU) is 

a grassroots organization striving to eliminate the use of tobacco on NSHE campuses in Southern 

Nevada, and focuses primarily on implementing a tobacco-free policy at UNLV, CSN and NSC. 

He said that GPSA representatives heard from proponents this summer and that TFU has asked 

for a resolution from GPSA in support of its efforts. He said the TFU is aiming for:  

- Comprehensive tobacco free campus policy: no tobacco use on any University property. 

- Comprehensive cessation programs for all University students, faculty, and staff (to include 

counseling and pharmacological support). 

- No tobacco funds for any University activity, research, or publications. 

 

President Gordon said that before entertaining a motion, and second he would open the floor for 

two minutes to Kristen Guthrie, the graduate assistant for TF-UNLV. Kristen Guthrie explained 

that she has been working over summer and fall to promote a ―healthier and more 

environmentally safe campus;‖ she asked council members to ―consider the TF initiative and that 

an overwhelming majority believes it is important to implement a TF policy.‖ She said advocates 

will be working with administration to develop new policy and that the administration is open to 

a discussion about the TF-UNLV initiative and its request.  

 

President Gordon said this forum is a ―free and open place‖ and that council representatives 

should ―feel free to talk and express your opinions.‖ ―Even if they are dissenting, we’ll still be 

friends afterwards,‖ he said. Curt Easley (Public Administration) made a motion ―not to adopt a 

resolution making UNLV a Tobacco Free campus.‖ Jennifer Liese (JMS) seconded.   After 

lengthy discussion, the vote was 33 in favor (of not adopting a resolution making UNLV a 

Tobacco Free Campus) and 3 opposed. 

 

The following points were among those raised by council members: 

 

 There is support for tobacco cessation efforts on campus. Rhone D’Errico (Nursing) spoke about 

campus collaborations with the American Lung Association, the American Colleges Association 

and other groups; he said the nursing program supports TF-UNLV and he urged GPSA to 

reconsider and not support rejection of the proposal; 

 Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) asked what the percentage of the student body took the survey, 

saying that in Nevada, smoking is a ―different kind of beast.‖ She said she wondered if results 

are representative of the campus or just of those who would want to take the survey. Rhone D’ 
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Errico said Cannon Survey Center conducted the survey; 

 Jennifer Liese (JMS) said a few people approached her but they did not go into the details, 

adding there may be a biased version of the petition being supported; 

 Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) said he thinks a large majority of those who sign petitions are 

those who support the effort; he said he took the survey and believes ―it was biased toward 

tobacco free‖ and that there was a problem with the survey itself. He also mentioned the ―blood 

money aspect‖ meaning that a majority of students here went to school on tobacco money (i.e. 

Millennium scholarship) and that this constitutes changing ―health behavior by law‖ when it 

should be done with ―suggestion and freedom rather than by mandate and citation.‖ He said he 

agrees with the campus’ current cigarette policies, adding, ―We should enforce those.‖ 

 Curt Easley (Public Administration) said the current policy is about right – not indoors and 25 

feet from doorways. He said he believes in incrementalism, that smokers in the outdoor 

amphitheater are not hurting people with second-hand smoke and that if GPSA adopted 

legislation it would be taken to the legislature. 

 Ken Retzl (Political Science) said he spoke with others who said they would support designated 

smoking areas, but that’s not what Tobacco Free is advocating.  

 Lloyd Kenne (Educational and Clinical Studies) prefaced his remarks saying he works in clinical 

and mental health and said of addictions/cessation work: ―If they worked I would be a 

nonsmoker.‖ He said his medications did not work the way they should have; he believes there 

are ill effects when morality is legislated; residents in dorms will be most affected; and that 

Skoal is a big supporter of the rodeo on campus.  

 Ben Reitz (Law) said he will not support this initiative in its current form; cessation should be 

separate from the enforcement. Reflecting on earlier comments about the outdoor amphitheater, 

he said a tree outside the Law School is a nice place to hang out but it has become a place for 

smokers. He said if designated smoking areas are identified, he hopes ―to not exclude 

nonsmoking people from these nice areas.‖ 

 Sarah Wood (Chemistry) said she ―supports‖ the idea and is interested in quitting but asked ―if 

you are going 100% and cannot enforce it, it’s not good. What’s the point?‖ 

 Kathy Anders (English) said this ―could be a good thing for UNLV toward going green in 

Southern Nevada‖ but suggested that ―it may be too comprehensive.‖ ―Modify and let it come 

back again,‖ she said. 

 Cassandra Diaz said ―Smoking is a choice; we’re not in the business of taking choice away from 

people.‖ 

 Jeremy Waller referred to the ―smoking tree‖ and said if they smoking areas are appointed, it 

may really become known as the ―smoking tree‖ adding that the initiative is ―far too 

comprehensive.‖  

  

VII. Announcements  

 Commencement Speaker Competition – Deadline is Oct. 21
st
 and requirements are to deliver a 

three-minute speech. Applications are to be accompanied by a CV and a letter of support from a 

member of the student’s committee.  

 President Gordon said he has been conducting individual meetings with council representatives. 

Please see him if he has not met with you; it takes about 30-45 minutes and is fairly painless, has 

no hidden agenda, and consists of the same three questions he’s asked everyone else.  
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 President Michael Gordon reminded council members about the GPSA Council Photo to be 

taken at the conclusion of the Monday Nov. 7 meeting.  

 Secretary Servino promoted a workshop offered by Lied Library Instructional Services on 

plagiarism and how to avoid it. She distributed copies of workshop fliers for the Oct. 7 event.  

 

Introduction of Graduate College Team/ Guest Speakers — President Gordon acknowledged Dr. 

Kate Korgan and asked her to introduce the three members of her team in the Graduate College and to 

explain what they do and how they serve graduate students. Dr. Korgan introduced Dr. Fred Krauss, 

(who served as GPSA president for two years), who is director of graduate student services with 

responsibility for oversight of the graduate assistant program and student appeals; Janine Barrett, 

systems analyst in the Office of Data Resources for Research and Graduate Studies; Brianne Heinle, 

graduate assistantship program coordinator, who works to process contracts, waivers, and funding 

scholarships; and Kara Wada, director of graduate admissions and records, who supervises the records 

team that processes graduations and graduate student forms, the admissions team that evaluates and 

admit students into their programs, and the Graduate College front office staff. Dr. Korgan also noted 

that CeCe Dyer serves in the capacity as the associate director of graduate student financial services. 

 

Dr. Korgan acknowledged a few council members who now work at the Graduate College to help 

process paperwork and then facilitated a Question/Answer session. She invited feedback, emails and/or 

phone calls. Among the topics covered in the Q&A session were the need for doctoral students to order 

regalia by Oct. 12 for December graduation (last year UNLV moved to grey and scarlet becoming the 

only college in the country that uses this specific set or shade of colors). She said the bookstore carries a 

few of the less expensive versions (selling for around $180) of the ―scarlet and gray‖ doctoral robes but 

does not carry ceremonial garb, which is geared towards those going into academia. It is a ―costly 

proposition (around $800) so the regalia must be ordered eight (8) weeks in advance. Also, students who 

miss the graduation application deadline must make an appeal if they cannot wait.  

 

The Graduate College was empowered to make changes after it received results of an external 

evaluation and responded to 15 recommendations, Dr. Korgan said. It has reorganized and ―will do more 

and do better with less,‖ she said, adding ―We want feedback on your experience; we want to make it 

easier and better.‖  Dr. Korgan said that the Grad College no longer handles residency and immunization 

issues because the guidelines are identical to the undergraduate guidelines and it makes sense for an 

undergraduate office to handle them. Other topics covered in the Q&A involved health and dental 

insurance, direct deposit, payroll, and the contract-signing process for graduate assistants. She 

encouraged students to contact staff and/or review the Grad College’s updated web pages. 

. 

VIII. Public Comment — There were no public comments. 

 

IX. Adjournment — President Gordon called for a motion to adjourn. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned; 

Jenny Liese (JMS) seconded. By unanimous vote the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 

 


