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Education

Ph.D. in Social Work, University at Buffalo (2009)


Dissertation: “How is End of Life Care Provided for Older People with Developmental Disabilities who live in a Community Residence?”
M.S.W., University at Buffalo (2002)

B.A. in Psychology, Buffalo State College (1999)

 
Academic Experience
2009- 2010   Visiting Assistant Professor, Christopher Newport University, Newport News,
                         VA
2010 –Present Associate Professor, University of Nevada Las Vegas 
Current Research Interests
End-of-life care; individuals with intellectual disabilities; gerontology; hospice; palliative care and chronic illnesses
Teaching Experience: Courses Taught
             Undergraduate Level



Volunteer Services (SW 200)

Introduction to Social Work (SW 260)


Social Work Practice I (SW 301)


Social Work Practice II – Family and Group (SW 302)
Changing Face of Social Welfare (SW 367)
Field Integration Seminar (SW 401)

Human Behavior and the social environment I (SW 315)

Skills Lab (SW 411)

Field Practicum I (SW 419)

Practice Seminar (SW 780)
Masters Level
Health, Disability Social Work (SW 670)

Theories of Organizational Behavior and Development (SW 730)

Aging Populations and their Families (SW 104)
Field Education
Assistant Field Director 2010-2012
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Intellectual Disabilities.


Krishen, A. S., & Kirkendall, A. (2015). Teaching Outside the Rubric: Qualitative 


Student Insights about Creativity. Journal of Strategic Management


Kirkendall, A., & Krishen, S.A. (2014). Encouraging creativity in the social work 



classroom: Insights from a qualitative exploration. Social Work Education. 


http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02615479.2014.986089

Kirkendall, A., Shen, J.J., Greenway, J. & Bai, W. (2014). Socioeconomic factors 



associated with posthospitalization hospice care settings: A five year perspective. 


American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care.  doi: 





10.1177/1049909114556877

Holland, J.M., Keene, J.R., Kirkendall, A.M., & Luna, N. (2014). Family 




evaluation of hospice care: Examining direct and indirect associations with 


overall satisfaction and caregiver confidence. Journal of Pain and Symptom 


Management. DOI: 10.1017/S1478951514000595



Kirkendall, A.M., Holland, J.M., Keene, J. R., Luna, N. (2014) Evaluation 



of Hospice Care by Family Members of Hispanic Patients. American Journal 


of Hospice & Palliative Medicine. DOI: 10.1177/1049909114526969


Holland, J.M., Currier, J.M., Kirkendall, A.M., Keene, J.R., & Luna, N. (2014).Sadness, 


anxiety, and experiences with emotional support among veterans and nonveterans 


patients and their families at the end of life. The Journal of Palliative Medicine, 


17(8). 708-711.


Kirkendall, A.M., Shen, J.J., & Gan, Y. (2013).Associations of race and other 



socioeconomic factors with post-hospitalization hospice care settings. Ethnicity & 

Disease, 24(2), 236-242.


Kirkendall, A.M., & Waldrop, D.P. (2012). Staff Perspectives on the Provision 



of End-of-Life Care in a Community Residence for Older People with Intellectual 

Disabilities. Journal of Palliative Medicine,16(9),1121-1124. 

Kirkendall, A.M., Waldrop, D.P., & Moone R. (2012). Merging philosophies 



to improve care for people who have intellectual disabilities and life-limiting 


illnesses. Journal of Social Work in End-of-Life and Palliative Care, 8(2), 135-


150.  

Waldrop, D.P. & Kirkendall, A.M. (2010). Rural-Urban Differences in End-of-Life Care: Implications for Practice. Social Work in Health Care, 49(3), 263-289.
Waldrop D.P. & Kirkendalll, A.M. (2009). Comfort Measures: A Qualitative Study of Nursing Home-Based End-of-Life Care. Journal of Palliative Medicine, 12(8), 719-724.
Kirkendall, A.M., Doueck, H. J., & Saladino, A. (2008). Transitional services for youth with developmental disabilities: Living in college dorms. Research on Social Work Practice, 19(4), 434-445. 

Under Review


Nunez, A., Holland, J.M., Beckman, L., Kirkendall, A., & Luna, N. (2016). A qualitative 
study of the emotional and spiritual needs of Hispanic families in hospice. 
Palliative and Supportive Care.
In Progress 

Kirkendall, A., Dingley, C., & Ruckdeshel, A. (2016). Complementary therapies in end 


of life: A literature review. Journal of Pain and Symptom Management. 

Kirkendall, A., Dingley, C., Shen, J., & Kim, P. (2016). Assessing the needs of older 


individuals contemplating advanced care planning. Palliative and Supportive 


Care. 

Book Chapter:


Waldrop, D.P. & Kirkendall, A. M. (2012). Counseling the Caregivers of Clients who are 

Near the End of Life. In James Werth (Ed.) Counseling Clients Near the End of 


Life: Practical Perspectives on Fundamental Issues. New York, NY: Springer 


Publishing. 
Funding
2016
Faculty Opportunity Award (UNLV)  (28,024)
2016 
Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) (25,000)

2015 
Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) (15,000)

2007
John A. Hartford Doctoral Fellowship ($70,000) 



Gerontological Society of America

2013 
Internal Summer Stipend Research Grant ($3,000)


2014  
Internal Summer Stipend Research Grant ($3,000) 

Unfunded Proposals

2012
Applied for Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Infrastructure 


Development Program in Patient-Centered Outcomes Research (PCOR) (R24)
Presentations 


Kirkendall, A. (2015, November). “Evaluation of Hospice Care by Family Members of 


Hispanic and non-Hispanic Patients." (Paper). Gerontological Society of 



American, Washington D.C.

Kirkendall, A. (2014, April) “A critical analysis of decision making in end of life for     

individuals with intellectual disabilities.” Graduate Research Symposium for the Greenspun College of Urban Affairs at UNLV.

Kirkendall, A.M. (2012, November). “Strategies to Enhance Partnerships 




Hospice/Palliative Care and Residential Providers of Services to Older People 


with Intellectual Disabilities.” (Poster). Gerontological Society of America, San 


Diego, California. 

Kirkendall, A.M. (2011, April). (invited presentation)"Staff Perspectives on End-of-


Life Care In Residential Communities for Older Individuals with Intellectual

 
Disabilities" Research in Aging Series. University of Las Vegas Nevada. 

Kirkendall, A.M. (2010 April). (invited presentation)"Planning for the unknown. 



Discussions about end of life decision making" 28th Annual Community 



Forum on Aging. Newport News VA. 

Kirkendall, A.M. (2010, January). “How Is End-of-life Care Provided To Older 

Individuals With Developmental Disabilities Who Live In A Community Residence?” (Poster). Society for Social Work and Research, San Francisco, CA.
            Faria, D. & Kirkendall, A. M. (2009, November). “Standardized Client: A Practice 
                        Simulation Method to Assess Gerontological Social Work Competencies.” 


 (Paper). Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting, San


 Antonio, TX.

Kirkendall, A.M. (2008, November).”End of life care and developmental disabilities: An 


integration of philosophical approaches.”(Poster). Gerontological Society of 


America, National Harbor, Maryland.
Waldrop, D.P. & Kirkendall, A.M. (2007, November). “The beginning of the end: How families experience a nursing home death.” (Poster). Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, CA.
Doueck, H.J. & Kirkendall, A.M. (2007, October). “Transitional services for youth with developmental disabilities: Living in college dorms.”(Paper). Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting, San Francisco, CA.

Kirkendall, A. M. & Watson, P. (2007, October). (invited presentation) “Finding Balance: Best practices for Management of Boundaries.” Adult Abuse Training Institute Albany, NY.
Waldrop, D.P. & Kirkendall, A.M. (2006, November).  “Location, Location: Rural-Urban Differences in End-of-Life Care” (Paper). Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, TX.
Waldrop, D.P. & Kirkendall, A.M. (2005, May). Anxiety at the End of Life (Workshop). NASW, New York State Regional Conference: Anxiety and the Elderly. Buffalo, NY.
Kirkendall, A.M. (2004, December) Ph.D. Seminar poster session on the interrelationship between the Ecological Model of Aging and the Life Span Theory of Control. 
Reid, H. M., Schuetze, P., Kirkendall, A. M., Battiato, A., & Curtis, L

 (1999,April).“An easily utilized method for assessing lateralization of emotion

 using oral movements.” (Paper) Eastern Psychological Association,

 Providence,RI.
Awards


2014

Doctoral Graduate Research Assistant Award 
2005

John A. Hartford Foundation Pre-Dissertation Awardee

2002

Kristopher Braselton Award

1999

Award for Outstanding Senior in Psychology

1997

National Honor Society, BSC
University Service

2012-Present
Elected to Faculty Senate at UNLV

2011-Present
BSW Curriculum Committee
2014-

Graduation Marshall

2014- Present  Executive Committee 

2015-Present 
Scholarship Committee Chair 
Community Service 
2010-Present
Board Member of New Vista Inc. 

Professional Memberships
2004-Present   Gerontological Society of America
2005-Present
AGE-SW (Association for Gerontology Education in Social Work)

2005-Present
Society for Social Work and Research 
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