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Lecturing for Learning 
 
Many lecturers are overly critical of their own performance. Efforts to perfect lecturing techniques can 
sometimes lead to a counterproductive focus on what the teacher is doing and inadequate consideration 
of what the students are learning. This session focuses on how to be sure that UNLV students are 
“getting” what we are teaching in lectures, and how to help students be active learners in a lecture class. 

 
Strategies for active learning in lecture classes: 

• Introduce and conclude with overview of purpose, task criteria for students’ learning 
• Set up awareness of need to know, and desire to know 
• Empower students to practice skills and apply knowledge through class activities, projects 
• Invite students’ assessment of their learning: 

o What were the most important points from today’s lecture? 
o What topic or concept remains the least clear to you? 
o What would you like to hear more about? 
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Links: 
• Derek Bruff, Eight Lecturing Basics from Barbara Gross Davis’ Tools for Teaching. 
• Instructional Development Services and Resources at UNLV. 
• Research and Teaching at UNLV series archive. 
• Garr Reynolds, Top Ten Slide Tips.  
• Mary Deane Sorcinelli, Peer Review of Teaching: Sorcinelli Observation Guide. 
• Carl Wieman Science Education Initiative, Clicker Resources. 
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