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Lite, liberty
& the pursuit
of tenure

By Beverly Merrick
New Mexico State University

Photo cnurlesy of Bevarly Mernck

fter pulling two-all-nighters, photocopying and filing, I finished my
tenure file. It was 11 inches thick: a two-inch binder and an expandable
folder each for teaching, research and service.

At four Monday morning, I placed the five duplicate files When I decided to become a professor, I thought higher
for the tenure and promotion committee on the faculty shelving education would be less political than a career as a grassroots
in the office. Again, my car was the only one in the parking lo.. ~ environmental organizer or an investigative reporter, both

That afternoon, I open my e-mail to find a missive from the occupations in my earlier life.
acting nead of the department, who said, “I do not think the But now I know the truth. I find myself here — after years
tenure and promotion committee wants 10 lug those around the of being answerable to:
campus. I wish you had followed my instructions. All that was * students who question assignments and grades and what
necessary was Lo present what you had in the binder.” you wear and how you wear your hair;

his person also happens to be the chair of the committee * colleagues who tell you women and blacks are taking over
that decides my fate; keeping his support is essential to an the profession even though you're the only woman professor in
affirmative vote. So goes a life of expandable files when one is the department and the two before you didn’t get tenure;
going up for tenure and promotion. See TENURE, page 8
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Kitty Endres, Editor, The University of Akron

Feminist Forum

Warning: This column contains material
that many men (and some women) might
consider icky.

After four years of my daughter’s
nagging and four yearly reminders from my
gynecologist, I went for my “annual” mammo-
gram on July 10.

I’'m not normally so cavalier about my
health, but I have this “thing” about
mammograms and the mere thought of being
squeezed, pulled and twisted.

After the mammogram, I congratulated
myself for maturity and didn’t think another
thing about it — until the next week. That’s
when the nurse called to relay the results.

I cannot remember the whole conversa-
tion but terms like “unexpected mass” and
“dark images” kept coming up. The gist of the
conversation was 1 needed another, more
focused, “spot compression” mammogram of
the “questionable areas” right away.

On July 26 (of the same year), I went in
for that mammogram.

Right before the AETMC convention, the
nurse called with the good news. Everything
looked okay but I'll need yet another mammo-
gram in six months. I'll make that appoint-
ment in January 2001 — in fact, I've already
written a reminder in my date book.

I bring this up, not to make everyone
uneasy, but to illustrate a point.

Women in academia are busy — teach-
ing, researching and doing service. When
we’re not at school, chances are we’re doing
things for others — children, significant
others, profession, community, church, you
name it.

We seldom take the time or the trouble to
" take care of ourselves. We put off
mammograms and pap tests because we don’t
have the time for all that stuff.

That’s wrong.

We need to be in top physical condition
to face the stresses of modern life in academia.

Staying well is perhaps the best tactic for
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a successful career and a happy life.

During this volume of Women’s Words,
the theme is tactics - ways to survive and
succeed in academia and life.

Erika Engstrom, the Commission’s
research chair, outlines how nationally
known women scholars continue their
research agenda even in times of crisis (p. 6).

There are other important stories in this
issue. Sue Kaufman, of Eastern Illinois, pays
tribute to the experience and insight of
feminist researcher Donna Allen (p. 5).

Bev Merrick takes another approach in
her article, “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Tenure.” During the course of the year, she’ll
be taking readers inside the tenure and
promotion process — her tenure and promo-
tion. Part one (p. 1) deals with getting all
those notebooks ready for the tenure process.

This is a story I atways thought needed
to be done. I remember, not so fondly but
very vividly, going up for tenure. It was a
Jonely journey — my tenured colleagues
didn’t talk to me — my chair wouldn’t
provide much guidance as I put my materials
together. That isolation, that lack of knowl-
edge made the already stressful tenure
process even worse. I felt that open commu-
nication and more information about the
tenure process were the best tactics.

It is my hope that Bev’s series will
spark a renewed discussion of the tenure and
promotion process. I invite tenured women to
share their tenure and promotion stories with
Women’s Words. 1 also invite non-tenured
women to share their concerns as they near
“tenure year.” Perhaps others can suggest
“tactics” for coping with tenure and
promotion.
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ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION IN JOURNALISM AND MAss COMMUNICATION

(AEJMC)

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

CALL FOR PAPERS

Annual Meeting * August 5-8, 2000 « Washington, D.C.

The Commission on the Status of Women invites submissions of research papers for competitive paper
sessions at the AEJMC 2001 annual meeting in Washington, D.C.

The Commission seeks scholarship related to issues of gender and communication. We welcome research
papers that use a variety of approaches and research methods, including, but not limited to, critical, empirical,
ethnographic, historical, legal, and semiotic. It is expected that the research will demonstrate a familiarity with
feminist communication theory where appropriate. We especially encourage submissions by students. Authors of
accepted papers must be able to present their papers at the conference.

Submission guidelines:

« Submit six copies of the paper, including a 75-word abstract on a separate page.

« Suggested paper length is 25 pages of 12-point type, excluding notes, references,
and figures or illustrations.

Identify author(s) on a separate page with mailing address, telephone number,
and e-mail address of author to whom correspondence should be directed

Paper title should appear on all pages as a running head.

Submissions cannot be under consideration for presentation at other conferences or
publication by hard copy or electronic journals.

» Submissions must be postmarked by April 1, 2001.

~ Send submissions and direct questions to:
: Erika Engstrom
Box 455007
UNLV
4505 Maryland Parkway

Las Vegas, NV 89154-5007
E-mail: engstrom@nevada.edu

Voice mail: (702) 895-3639

FAX: (702) 895-4805

SUBMISSIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 1, 2001
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