
Part of the ethnic mix of the area were the Polish, Russian, Ukrainian and Gennan newcomers, in addition to 
the Jews. At the core of the tightly-knit Jewish society was an emphasis on Jewish education. Sending their 
children to the Hebrew and Jewish schools they helped construct meant great sacrifice on the part of the 
parents. Frances (Averback) Berman recalls her mother, with two-year old Frances in tow, traipsing the 
streets in an effort to get Jewish children-those who could afford it and those who could not-to attend the 
Peretz SchooI. 

The city of Winnipeg is flat prairie, with especially cold winters and at the time of the Averback family 
arrival, still underdeveloped economically. Still, they helped develop a culture that thrived, professions that 
made a difference, and were integrated into the social and political life of the city. Much of this may be 
attributed to the drive, the determination to succeed, the diligent work ethic and the sense offamily which 
remained strong. Part of this is the immigrant experience. And part of the mix was that the North End created 
an environment in which the brothers and sisters could thrive and plant new, secure roots. 

Selkirk Ave. was the hub of the North End. More than three-fourths of Winnipeg's Jewish and Slavic 
population lived within a few blocks of the street. Goods and services with prices lower than those downtown 
were available; familiar faces made shopping more pleasant and the language was one they could understand. 
Often, people from one's old home town would meet in one of the many shops on the street which was alive 
with bakeries, banks, grocery and butcher shops, cottage industries, and many other services. 

Oretzki's one-level Dept. Store was the source for all the North End of unlimited goods ranging from coats 
to curtains. It was here most children came for their annual just-before-the-High-Holiday new shoes. 

Three movie houses along the stretch of the street offered double features and free dishes. The Palace 
Theater changed its movie bill two times a week and Saturdays offered cliff-hanging serials. The Palace 
charged children 10 cents admission, but it was 5 cents at the other near-by movie houses. 

Shopping on Selkirk Ave. was a sociable affair; as they went from store to store, women gossiped as much 
as they shopped. Business could be transacted (and bargained) in Jewish. Through all the activity was the 
constant clang and rattle of the street cars which rode the length of the street. 

The big shopping day on Selkirk Ave. was Saturday; the evening was often the time when families came 
down together; for women there was talk and price bargaining while the men would engage in discussions on 
current problems. Children played hide-and-go seek, running between the streams of shoppers, hiding in and 
out the store fronts, and using the telephone pole in front of a store as the base. 

There were four hardware stores virtually on each of the four comers of what was probably the busiest block 
on the stretch of Selkirk Ave. between Main and McGregor Streets. On the south side was Bessie Finkle's 
hardware store; across the road was the paint and hardware store owned by Rissie and husband Abe Silvert; 
on the other two comers were Falconer's and opposite was Steinman's. Of the four stores, only Silvert's 
continued in business from 1920 until the late 1960's. 

The story of sisters Bessie and Rissie relationship is one that remains a matter of accuracy and version. 
Mimi (Klein) and Esther (Besbris) heard differing accounts and so this will be referred to simply as the Jewish 
Hatfield and McCoy issue. As children it was understood that their fathers each had good reason to forbid 
them from an interaction with the children across the road; infrequently, however, one would cross over when 
not observed, to play with the cousins. It is not known whether Bessie and Rissie spoke for many years­
other than perhaps when meeting on some occasion. Decades later, when Bessie had moved to Los Angeles 
and Rissie was visiting here, Bessie and a friend came out to spend the day. No mention of the old barriers 
was made. 


