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tween originality and tradition-then we will be able both to understand and to build 
on his legacy. 
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NOTES 

1.	 Like all intellectual constructs, the framework presented here should be considered provisional 
and open to revision once new material becomes available. One possible line of revision is sug­
gested by a reviewer, who reports anecdotal information suggesting that rather than GoHman 
being a reluctant apprentice, Hughes was a reluctant mentor. While there may be a measure of 
hesitation at the beginning of all such relationships, the reviewer's strong version of this argu­
ment is not supported by the archival data now available. 

2.	 It goes without saying that the present focus on the GoHman-Hughes relationship does not im­
ply that this was the only significant relationship in Goffman's intellectual life. Several review­
ers, for example, have emphasized the important role that Lloyd Warner played in Goffman's 
early career. Warner was admittedly an influential teacher, and nothing here is meant to deny 
his importance. I do think it is significant, however, that GoHman himself noted, in an early bio­
graphical statement, that Warner himself must be seen in relation to Hughes. GoHman wrote: 
"I was trained at the University of Chicago by Lloyd Warner, who was a student of Everett 
Hughes" (Schaffner 1957:12). 

3.	 Reprints of GoHman's 1952 article, such as the one in Lemert and Branaman 1997, often omit 
the notes found in the original article, published in Psychiatry: Journal tor the Study ot Interper­
sonal Processes. 

4.	 Additional research may, indeed, uncover other connections between the work of these two so­
ciologists. One reviewer points out, for example, that GoHman's The Presentation ot Seltin Ev­
eryday Lite is stylistically similar to Hughes's Ph.D. dissertation, "Study of a Secular Institu­
tion" (1928). There may be more than a casual connection between the two works. Goffman 
had read Hughes's dissertation, and he cites it in his own (GoHman 1953a). 

5.	 "I do not mind your calling me father," Hughes wrote to GoHman on November 25, 1958. Box 26, 
Everett C. Hughes Papers, Department of Special Collections, University of Chicago Library. 

REFERENCES 

Becker, Howard S.. Blanche Geer. David Riesman, and Robert S. Weiss. 1968. "Everett C. 
Hughes: An Appreciation." Pp. vii-x in Institutions and the Person, edited by H.S. Becker, 
B. Geer, D. Riesman, and R. S. Weiss. Chicago: Aldine. 

Burke, Kenneth. 1936. Permanence and Change. New York: New Republic. 
Burns, Tom. 1992. Erving Gottman. New York: Routledge. 
Coser, Lewis A., ed. 1994. Everett C. Hughes: On Work, Race, and the Sociological Imagination. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Coffman: The' 

Goffman, Erving. 1952. "00 Cooling the Mark Out: Some Aspects of Adaptation to Failure." Psy­

chiatry 15:451-63. 
_. 1953a. "Communication Conduct in an Island Community." Ph.D. dissertation, University 

of Chicago. 
- __. 1953b. "The Service Station Dealer: The Man and His Work." Chicago: Social Research, Inc. 
- __. 1959. "Role Distance." First draft (September). Everett C. Hughes Papers, Series VIII, 

Box 18, John 1. Bums Library, Boston College. 
___. 1961a. Letter to Everett C. Hughes (November 26). Box 26, Everett C. Hughes Papers, 

Department of Special Collections, University of Chicago Library. 
- __. 1961b. "Role Distance." Pp. 83-152 in Encounters: Two Studies in the Sociology ot Interac­

tion. New York: Bobbs-Merrill. 
___. [1964] 1968. "The Neglected Situation." Pp. 295-99 in Institutions and the Person, edited 

by H.S. Becker, B. Geer, D. Riesman, and R.S. Weiss. Chicago: Aldine. 
---.1969. Letter to Everett C. Hughes (February 28). Box 26, Everett C. Hughes Papers, De­

partment of Special Collections, University of Chicago Library. 
Helmes-Hayes, Richard C. 1998. "Everett Hughes: Theorist of the Second Chicago SchooL" Inter­

national Journal otPolitics, Culture and Society 11:621-73. 
Hughes, Everett C. 1928. "Study of a Secular Institution: The Chicago Real Estate Board." Ph.D. 

dissertation, University of Chicago. 
---. 1958. Letter to Erving GoHman (November 25). Box 26, Everett C. Hughes Papers, De­

partment of Special Collections, University of Chicago Library. 
---. 1961. Letter to Erving GoHman (November 14). Box 26, Everett C. Hughes Papers, De­

partment of Special Collections. University of Chicago Library. 
---. 1969a. Letter to Erving GoHman (February 12). Box 26, Everett C. Hughes Papers, De­

partment of Special Collections, University of Chicago Library. 
---. 1969b. Review of Interaction Ritual, by Erving GoHman. American Journal ot Sociology 

75:425-26. 
---. [1945] 1971a. "Dilemmas and Contradictions of Status." Pp. 141-50 in The Sociological 

Eye: Selected Papers. New York: Aldine. 
--. [1951] 1971b. "Mistakes at Work." Pp. 316-25 in The Sociological Eye: Selected Papers. 

New York: Aldine. 
---. [1964] 1971c. "Robert E. Park." Pp. 543-49 in The Sociological Eye: Selected Papers. New 

York: Aldine. 
---. 1971d. The Sociological Eye: Selected Papers. New York: Aldine. 
Jaworski, Gary D. 1997. Georg Simmel and the American Prospect. New York: SUNY Press. 
Lemert, Charles. 1997. "GoHman." Pp. ix-xliii in The Gottman Reader, edited by C. Lemert and A. 

Branaman. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 
Lemert. Charles and Ann Branaman, eds.1997. The Gottman Reader. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 
Merton, Robert K. 1985. "George Sarton: Episodic Recollections by an Unruly Apprentice." Isis 

76:477-86. 
SchaHner, Bertram, ed. 1957. Group Processes: Transactions ot the Third Conterence. New York: 

Josiah Macy, Jr., Foundation. 
Smith, Greg. 1989. "A Simmelian Reading of GoHman." Ph.D. dissertation, University of Salford. 
___. [1989] 1994. "Snapshots 'Sub Specie Aeternitatis': Simmel, GoHman and Formal Sociol­

ogy." Pp. 354-83 in Georg Simmel: Critical Assessments, vol. 3. edited by D. Frisby. London: 
Routledge. 

"Sociology: Exploring a Shadow World." 1969. Time (January 10):50-51. 
Thompson, Edgar T. and Everett C. Hughes, eds. 1958. Race: Individual and Collective Behavior. 

Glencoe, IL: Free Press. 
Verhoeven, Jef C. 1993. "An Interview with Erving GoHman, 1980." Research on Language and 

Social Interaction 26(3):317-48. 

J 
Winkin, Yves. 1984. "Entretien avec Erving Goffman." Actes de la Recherche en Sciences Sociale 

54 (September):85-87. Reprinted in Winkin 1988b. 



308 Symbolic Interaction Volume 23, Number 3, 2000 

---. 1988a. "Goffman 11 Baltasound." Politix 3-4:66-70. 
---.1992. "Baltasound as the Symbolic Capital of the Study of Social Interaction." Paper pre­

sented at the 42d Annual Conference of the International Communication Association. 
---. 1993. "Erving Goffman sur Ie terrain (Unst, 1949-1951)." Actes de la Recherche en Sci­

ences Sociales (December): 68-69. 
---. 1999. "Erving Goffman: What Is a Life? The Uneasy Making of an Intellectual Biogra­

phy." Pp. 19-41 in Goffman and Social Organization: Studies in a Sociological Legacy, ed­
ited by G. Smith. New York: Routledge. 

---, ed. 1988b. Erving Goffman: Les moments et leurs hommes. Paris: SeuiI. 

,\ 

,- ... \". " 'Y ·11 BOOK REVIEW 

A Watched Pot: How We Experience Time 
By Michael G. Flaherty 
New York: New York University Press 
230 pp. cloth 

Reviewed by Michael A. Katovich, Texas Christian University 

Woody Allen once offered an appraisal of life as miserable, heartbreaking-and 
over much too quickly. This sums up one of the paradoxes of lived experiential time 
that Michael Flaherty describes in A Watched Pot: How We Experience Time. Fla­
herty sets out to explicate several ironic twists that inform an individual's experi­
ence of time passing. He examines these twists and experiences to "formulate a gen­
eral theory of lived time" (p. 12) that can provide us with a coherent summary of 
"the full extent of variation in our lived experience of time" (p. 33). 

A Watched Pot includes revisions of several previously published papers turned 
into distinct chapters. Chapters 1 and 2 acknowledge contributors to a sociology of 
time, with references to Goffman, Mead, Durkheim, and Zerubavel most prevalent. 
Although he is impressed with their contributions, Flaherty notes that most sociolo­
gists of time have either ignored or attenuated "the subjective experiences of the 
people who manage and perceive time in various situations" (p. 14). Drawing on 
James, Schutz, Denzin, and Berger, Flaherty emphasizes the subjective individual 
who acts with agency and actively perceives the world according to his or her own 
internal dynamics. 

Like Cooley, Flaherty keys on the self as interpreter, evaluator, and judge of 
one's own experience in time, but, unlike Cooley, Flaherty avoids a solipsistic ap­
proach. The active perceiving individual who experiences time and evaluates this 
experience draws on the markers and organizational referents that people in spe­
cific cultures use to separate and distinguish events. As individualistic as we are in 
Flaherty's terms, we still know about seconds and minutes and calendars and clocks. 

Although Flaherty provides a subjective alternative to Mead's social standpoint 
and Durkheim's emphasis on socialization, he draws heavily on both. Lived experi­
ences take on formal properties that connect individuals to broader patterns of gen­
eralized experiences. Researchers can detect such patterns through systematic in­
quiry for the purpose of discovering subjective "principles that make for 'generic' 
social processes" (p. 11). 
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