
 
GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

(GPSA) COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, May 6, 2013, 2:00 – 3:30pm – Student Union Ballroom A 

 
 

I.   Call to Order 
President Michael Gordon called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m.  

 
II.  Roll Call 

Colleges with representatives in attendance were:  
 

 
 
 
Executive board members in attendance: President Michael Gordon, Vice President Sharon Young, Outgoing 
Treasurer Jennifer Reed, Outgoing Secretary Jennifer Liese and incoming Treasurer Eshani Gandhi 
 
Others in attendance:, Becky Boulton, GPSA Manager,  GPSA faculty advisors: Kate Korgan and Peter Gray, 
Rob Nielsen, Business Development Officer, Division of Research & Graduate Studies, Jim Ratigan, Associate 
VP of Alumni Relations & Executive Director of UNLV Alumni Association,  Jamie Davidson, Associate Vice 
President of Student Wellness and Lorrain Brown, Assistant Business Manager, Student Wellness Center 
 
Colleges/Schools/others absent:  School of Allied Health: Physical Therapy (Erin Jarrett, class conflict, unable 
to attend meetings); College of Business: Management Information Systems (vacant position); School of Dental 

College / School Representative 

SCHOOL OF ALLIED HEALTH Athena Gallardo ( Health Physics) 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS Ryan La Pier (Accounting) 
 Randal Rosman (Business Administration) 
 Matthew Kinzer (Economics) 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 
SCIENCES 

Jeremiah Todd (Health Care Administration & Policy) 

 Erin Sheehy (Public Health) 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION Lidia Sedano (Educational & Clinical Studies) 
 Elayna J. Hocking (Educational Psychology and Higher 

Education) 
 Zaid Haddad (Teaching & Learning) 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Kishor Shrestha (Civil & Environmental Engineering and 

Construction Mgmt) 
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS Matthew “Ezra” Mahurin (Film) 
 Jonathan Baltera (Music) 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  Kathryn Baustian (Anthropology) 
 Anthony Patricia (English) 
 Rebecca Bolen (History) 
 David Snyder (Political Science) - proxy 
 Caleb Picker ( Psychology)  
 Christopher Conner (Sociology)  
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES Eshani Ghandhi (Chemistry) 
 Alison Sloat (Geoscience) 
 Juan Carlos Duhart (Life Sciences) 
COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS Sara Kaplan (Communication Studies) 
 Natalie Martinez (Criminal Justice) 
 Priscilla Lopez (Social Work) 



Medicine (JD Westphal, class conflict, unable to attend meetings); College of Engineering: Computer Science 
(Ashish Karki); Electrical and Computer Engineering (Ahmad Al Agry); Mechanical Engineering (vacant 
position); College of Fine Arts: Architecture (vacant position) and Theatre Arts (vacant position); College of 
Hotel Administration: Hospitality Administration (Susan Zhong); College of Liberal Arts: Foreign Languages 
(Sarah Carey); Law School (Christian Augustian); School of Nursing: (vacant position); College of Science: 
Mathematical Sciences (vacant position) and Physics & Astronomy (vacant position); College of Urban Affairs: 
Journalism and Media Studies (Megan Gilliland); Environmental & Public Affairs (Jung “Vicki” Eun Song) and 
Marriage & Family Therapy (Matt Nelson) 
 
III.   Public Comment 
No public comment 
 
IV.  Approval of Minutes  
President Michael Gordon called for a motion to approve the April minutes. Caleb Picker (Psychology) motioned 
to approve and Christopher Connor (Sociology) seconded. Gordon asked for any corrections or additions and 
hearing none, he called for a vote. The vote was unanimous to approve. 
 
V. Transition   

 Acknowledgements & transition to new executive board - President Gordon, thanked the GPSA 
department representatives and distributed letters to each council member acknowledging their GPSA 
service. Gordon thanked the outgoing e-board members Jennifer Reed and Jennifer Liese—
acknowledging their hard work, as well as Sharon Young, who retained the VP position. VP Sharon 
Young shared remarks about President Gordon, commending him for his untiring efforts and commitment 
to graduate and professional students. Kate Korgan and Peter Gray were also acknowledged for 
organizing new graduate student workshops. Special thanks were given to Becky Boulton for all her hard 
work and support behind the scenes for GPSA. Eshani Gandhi, the new GPSA Treasurer was introduced. 
President Gordon mentioned the new Secretary will be appointed soon.  Candidates for the vacant 
position were interviewed earlier that day.  

 
V.  Speakers  

 Rob Nielsen, Business Development Officer, Division of Research & Graduate Studies - Nielsen 
introduced himself and noted that he worked in the Division of Research & Graduate Studies located at in 
the Office of Economic Development. He explained the office creates patents, trademarks, and 
copyrights. Graduate assistants have the same rights as faculty members in this matter. The office’s focus 
is on business and economic development. They also offer local resources (SBA) to start up 
entrepreneurs. The Division of Research & Graduate Studies works with the business school, but this is a 
campus resource to be used by the UNLV community. They also assist students with entrepreneurial 
starters, business write-ups, and assistance in this process. The office has a patent attorney and they are 
working on bring the Law School onboard. Students can contact robert.nielsen@unlv.edu with further 
questions and details. 
 

 Jim Ratigan, Associate VP of Alumni Relations & Executive Director of UNLV Alumni Association -  
Ratigan discussed how alumni relations interface between alumni and the university. Some alumni decide 
to get involved by mentoring students, going to social events, attending athletic events, and financially 
giving back to the university. They are trying to expand the alumni association in three avenues: 1) 
providing networking opportunities for alumni owned businesses—in a Rebel Business Network; 2) 
providing opportunities for alums to find these businesses; and 3) encouraging rebel businesses to hire 
UNLV alums. Ratigan said there are several upcoming events, including: a function at the Mandalay Bay 
in the Foundation Room; a lunch in June with a discussion of the legislative session; a 51s game May 
31st; and finally next Monday night is a nightclub event at the Luxor. 

 
VI.  Budget Report 

Treasurer Gandhi gave the account summary for the month of April. She directed the council to the top of 
the budget report. She noted that the April student wages are listed at $4,492.50 for the staffing in the 
Graduate Student Commons. The 6 GPSA awards: 3 merit and 3 service awards at $300 each were paid out 



for $1800.  Operating expenses for the month of April are the monthly postage and telephone costs.  $508 
reflect the costs to-date of spring semester subscription of the NY Times. $1,282.43 for office supplies 
includes gifts for the faculty judges as the Research Forum and other supplies purchased for the Research 
Forum (laser pointers, toner, foam board for signage, etc.) $144.35 (car rental & Michael's lodging) for the 
remaining travel expenses for the 3 e-board members (Jennifer, Michael and Sharon) trip to Carson City for 
the Feb. 25th Nevada Education Awareness Day.  $1,337.50 is for the rental of equipment and room set 
charge from the Student Union for the Research Forum.  Administrative costs are at $4,172.30. These costs 
are charged to each internal department to process paperwork and provide services, (total is projected at 
$9,511.00). Treasurer Gandhi continued itemizing the hosting expenses for March. $234.30 was spent for 
the replenishment of snacks that are sold in the Commons and $40.50 for pizza for the Research Forum 
Committee. $405.31 was brought in from the sales in the Graduate Student Commons; bringing the year-to-
date revenue in at $261,723.61. The balance forward is $157,840.87 with a balance of $155,052.53 
 
President Gordon asked for a motion to approve the budget, Christopher Conner (Sociology) motioned to 
approve the budget report; Caleb Picker (Psychology) seconded. After a call for the vote, Council 
unanimously approved the budget report as presented. 

 
VII.  Committee Reports 

 Board of Regents /NSA – Motion to change NHSE’s position on AB143 fails. The UNLV President 
Evaluation Committee met last week. Positive feedback was given for President Smatresk. Gordon stated 
it is expected the President’s contract will be renewed at June’s regent meeting. 

 GPSA Activities / Community Service – Rebecca Bolen Committee Chair, thanked the attendance for the 
last social. Food Pantry-Student Funding Committee at UNLV agreed to fund the Food Pantry 

 GPSA Publications – Secretary Jennifer Liese distributed the final newsletter and thanked her committee.  
 GPSA Sponsorships – Sharon Young, VP announced $32,630 was awarded for Summer 2013 

sponsorships.  Fall Sponsorships awarded amount is $17,570. Young went on to announce that due to the 
high volume of summer grant applications, the annual sponsorship budget has been fully allocated. No 
further emergency funding will be awarded for the 2012-2013 academic year. Fall grants (due April 15th) 
will be awarded as these sponsorship applications pertain to the budget for 2013-2014. Emergency 
funding will be restored in August 2013 for fall 2013 activities. 

 Campus-wide – none 
 

VIII.  Old Business –  
 Jamie Davidson, Associate Vice President of Student Wellness – Mandatory Student Health Insurance: 

GPSA Resolution no. 7 – action item 
 

Jamie Davidson discussed how the hard waiver is the best way to maintain health insurance for UNLV 
students. The UNLV health insurance committee met and they went with Aetna as the insurance provider. 
The committee would like the hard waiver for international and dental students. $2,069 would be the new 
price for graduate students. The biggest concern is the ability to offer health insurance to students in the 
future. The Nevada State Exchange will come into place, but those rates may be higher. The university is 
striving to put this in place now because of all the changes with the Affordable Care Act. Insurance 
providers will not guarantee to provide insurance for UNLV students—the market is changing because of 
Affordable Care Act (ACA).  
 
Kate Korgan, Senior Association Dean of the Graduate College, said the Graduate College is still looking 
into funding for Graduate Assistance for health insurance, but nothing has been promised for covering 
funding for GA health insurance.  
 
Chris Conner proposed four amendments to Resolution no. 7 mandatory. These were formulated within the 
Sociology department. These amendments were individually voted on, one-by-one with the GPSA Council.  
 1) Add educational component - Chris Conner (Sociology) motioned to approved amendment one, and 

Caleb Picker (Psychology) seconded. After a call for the vote, Council approved amendment one. 



 2) Resolution on semester by semester basis, which was changed to year by year. Chris Conner 
(Sociology) motioned to approved amendment two and Jonathon Baltera (Music) seconded. After a call 
for the vote, Council approved amendment two.  

 3) Contingency for unqualified or ineligible students - Chris Conner (Sociology) motioned to approved 
amendment three and Lidia Sedano (Educational & Clinical Studies) seconded. After a call for the vote, 
Council rejected amendment three.   

 4) Any option to students through the affordable care act is not overridden - Chris Conner (Sociology) 
motioned to approved amendment four and Jeremiah Todd (Health Care Administration & Policy) 
seconded. Kate Korgan mentioned legally UNLV could not infringe on students’ rights to the affordable 
care act with or without the hard waiver. After a call for the vote, Council rejected amendment four 
(because it was not necessary).  

  
 President Gordon asked for a motion to approve the mandatory student health insurance hard waiver, 

Jonathan Baltera (Music) motioned to approve and Jeremiah Todd (Health Care Administration & Policy) 
seconded. After a call for the vote, Council unanimously approved the mandatory student health insurance 
hard waiver with amendments one and two above. 

  The final resolution reads as the following:  
 
Resolution No. 7 of the 32nd Session 
Introduced by the Graduate & Professional Student Association (GPSA): 
WHEREAS, the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) does not currently require health insurance as 
a condition of enrollment for graduate and professional students, excluding dental and international 
students;  
LET IT BE RESOLVED, the GPSA supports health insurance as a condition of enrollment for graduate 
and professional students taking a minimum of nine credits per semester (six credits if a graduate 
assistant) including students who provide proof of insurance independent of the university, provided that 
graduate and professional students are given information about health insurance and that the GPSA is 
consulted annually about health insurance; 
LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Graduate & Professional Student Association will send this approved 
resolution to the President of University of Nevada, Las Vegas and the Nevada System of Higher 
Education Board of Regents.  

 
IX.  New Business –  

 GPSA Council Spring 2012 Stipends: $4900.00  
President Gordon asked for a motion to approve the stipends. Christopher Conner (Sociology) motioned 
to approve the stipends; Caleb Picker (Psychology) seconded. After a call for the vote, Council 
unanimously approved the stipends report as presented. 

 
X.  Announcements  

 GPSA E-board office hours immediately following every Council meeting from 3:30 – 4:30pm in SU 306 
 Bagels and Coffee last week of instruction, May  6 – 9 from 7:30am – 11:00am (or until supply is 

exhausted), in the Graduate Student Commons, LLB 2141 
 

XI.  Public Comment  
Graduating students were congratulated and asked to stand for acknowledgement. 
 
XII.   Adjournment  
Christopher Conner (Sociology) motioned to adjourn, and Caleb Picker (Psychology) seconded. By council’s 
unanimous vote to adjourn, the meeting ended at 3:33 pm. 
 


