
 
 
 

 
 
 

1

GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION (GPSA) 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 - 2 p.m. - Student Union Room 208A-B 
 
I. Call to Order: President Kyle George called the meeting to order at 2 p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call –Academic units represented and program representatives in attendance were:  
 

 
Executive board members in attendance: Kyle George, outgoing president; Diane Owen, 
outgoing secretary; and Michael Gordon, outgoing treasurer and incoming president. 
Academic units and members absent: Accounting, Gabriela Ruiz; Sports Educational 
Leadership, Sonya Walker; Mechanical Engineering, Kimberly Hammer; Music, Jeff Malecki; 
Nursing, Siboney Zelaya; Hotel Management, Nancy Amhaz; English, Kathy Anders; History, 
Susan Phipps; Political Science, Kenneth Retzel; Women’s Studies, Destiny Farr; Physics, Jason 
Baker; Criminal Justice, Mari Sakiyama; and Social Work, Brenda Argueta. 
Others in attendance: Becky Boulton, GPSA business manager; Kate Korgan, faculty advisor; 
and Adam Simon, faculty advisor.  

COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDING 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS  
BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION (MBA) Cesar Valdez Hughes 
ECONOMICS Sonja Kolstoe 
MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS Megan Wolff 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  
CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION Kyle Kaalberg 
EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY Nancy Hamilton 
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP Nathan Slife 
SPECIAL EDUCATION Catherine Howerter 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING  
CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL ENG Ajay Kalra 
ELECTRICAL & COMPUTER ENG Bartosz Kajak 
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS  
ART Lauren Adkins 
FILM Jared Goode 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES  
KINESIOLOGY Valeria Martinez 
SPORT & LEISURE SERVICE MGMT. David Wedley 
LAW SCHOOL  
LAW Trevor Hartzell 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS   
ANTHROPOLOGY Sharon Young 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES Lorena Pike 
PSYCHOLOGY Joshua Juvrud 
SOCIOLOGY Tyler Schafer 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE  
CHEMISTRY Thomas Bussey 
GEOSCIENCE Melissa Schaar 
LIFE SCIENCES Rob Bryson 
COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS  
COMMUNICATION STUDIES (Mary McInturff PROXY for) Jeffrey Lavigne 
CRISIS & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT George Molnar 
JOURNALISM & MEDIA STUDIES Yu-Ting  Chien 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Carol Servino 
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III. Approval of Minutes  
President George asked if there were any corrections to the meeting minutes from April. After 
hearing no corrections, George Molnar (Crisis and Emergency Management) motioned to 
approve the minutes. Jared Goode (Film) seconded the motion. With no objections the motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
IV. Transition  
President George described the official transition from the current executive board to the new 
board as a “bittersweet moment.” He referred to his three years of GPSA service and 
opportunities as “life changing,” and said he is proud of the association’s accomplishments, 
visibility, and progress toward goals. 
President George then read the names of all current GPSA representatives for whom certificates 
were presented as tokens of appreciation for their time, dedication, and services to GPSA. 
Plaques were awarded to Diane Owens, secretary, and Michael Gordon, treasurer and acting 
vice-president. Certificates also were presented to faculty advisors Kate Korgan and Adam 
Simon.  
Calling it an “opportunity of a lifetime,” President George said he is leaving GPSA in “strong 
capable hands” and then formally handed over the gavel to GPSA President Michael Gordon. 
 
V. Budget Report  
Without a current treasurer in place and prior to delivering the budget report in his role as 
outgoing treasurer, President Michael Gordon thanked Kyle George for his service to GPSA and 
presented him with a plaque. He acknowledged George’s position as president of the Nevada 
Student Alliance as well as other roles that include father, PhD student, and graduate assistant. 
On behalf of GPSA he extended best wishes and success in law school. He then introduced Carol 
Servino and welcomed her to her new position as secretary of the GPSA executive board. 
 
President Gordon explained that $6,374, the largest expenditure, was in the category of Student 
Wages for student workers and included $4,600 in GPSA Council stipends. Kyle Kaalberg, 
(Curriculum and Instruction) motioned to approve the stipend expenditures; Tyler Schafer 
(Sociology) seconded. The motion passed unanimously. He reminded representatives to see 
Becky after the meeting to sign paperwork so that checks will be sent at the end of the month. 
 
Bartose Kajah (Electrical and Computer Engineering) made the motion to approve the budget 
report as presented; George Molnar (ECEM) seconded the motion. With no objections, the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
VI. Committee Reports 

 GPSA Activities – Cesar Valdez Hughes reported that the semester’s last social activity 
is set for Friday, May 6, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Macayo’s Mexican Restaurant located 
at 1375 E. Tropicana Ave. next to Metro Pizza. GPSA is providing snacks/appetizers. 

o Kyle George distributed fliers (that are three postcards addressed the offices of 
governor, senate, and assembly) produced and paid for by the UNLV Alumni 
Association. He asked students to sign, stamp, and send them to request 
legislative support for higher education. More fliers will be available at the GPSA 
social event on Friday. 
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GPSA Grants – Michael Gordon, who became interim chair of the committee 
after the resignation of the vice-president, reported that the committee (Tom 
Bussey, Sharon Young, Ajay Kalra, Jeffrey Lavigne, and Laurenn McCubbin) 
met for more than five hours on Wednesday evening, April 27 to review and 
process grant applications. He said there were 48 awards for $26,317 awarded in 
the Summer cycle; $1,950 was awarded in Emergency grants in April to four 
awardees; $2,950 was awarded in Emergency cycle grants in May to nine 
awardees. Work begins on fall grant applications soon.  Becky sent letters to grant 
recipients. 

 GPSA Publications - Diane Owen said the final GPSA newsletter for the semester 
was distributed on the GPSA listserv. She praised and thanked committee member 
Jared Goode for his assistance in producing the newsletters. 

 Nevada System of Higher Education Board of Regents – (see below for combined 
report on NSHE Board of Regents and Update on Budget Cuts). 

 
VII. Old Business 

 Update on 2011 NSHE Budget Cuts – Kyle George said there Board of Regents is 
set to meet at 9 am. Friday in the Student Union Ballroom. Today is the day the 
Economic Forum delivers the actual budget, and lawmakers by end of day will 
have the final revenue picture. Initial reports are better than the first round, but 
until the governor says he is willing to restore money to education, his advice is to 
keep pressure on. More will be known at the end of week. 

 Kyle George mentioned a few upcoming events where legislators will be and 
where students also might wish to be visible: on Saturday for a fundraiser at the 
Parhrump Winery; at a weeklong tent-city May 16-20 outside the legislature when 
the budget will be hashed out. In answer to a question about whether new 
revenues have been decided, Kyle George responded “no.” 

 Trevor Hartzell, representing the Law School, asked if anything was being 
prepared for the consolidation plan. Kyle George suggested that he send an email 
with specific concerns. The representative also asked if the new chair of the 
Nevada Student Alliance will be decided at the next meeting and Kyle George 
responded that current members serve until May 31. At the June meeting, new 
seated presidents will vote for the new chair.  

 Update on Food Bank - Food Bank – Kyle George reported that activity at the 
Food Bank had stalled because using state facilities for service not budgeted 
halted it. However, initial meetings toward opening up a vacant building on 
Maryland Parkway across from campus are promising and details are being 
worked out with land developer Michael Saltman, who is donating space. In 
answer to a question about the projected timeline, Kyle George said “fairly soon.” 

 Summer Council – Michael Gordon reminded representatives that only one 
representative per college is allowed according to bylaws. He requested that 
representatives submit their paperwork and assist in filling vacancies. He said 
representatives still are needed from Fine Arts, Health Sciences, and Hotel 
Administration. Trevor Hartzell said someone else from the Law School would be 
the summer representative but that person could not attend today’s meeting. 
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Summer meetings will be held on the first Mondays (except for July) of the 
summer months; they will begin at 10 a.m. in Room 224 and will not exceed 90 
minutes. Dates are June 6, July 11, and August 1. Fall meetings begin in 
September. 

 
VIII. New Business  
 
There was no new business. 
 
IX. Announcements 
 

 Commencement Speakers - On May 14th Jeffrey Lavigne (Communications) is 
the speaker at the 9 a.m. ceremony and Steven Barnson (Sports Education 
Leadership) will speak at the 2 p.m. ceremony. 

 The Treasurer Position is posted on GPSA website: http://gpsa.unlv.edu/. 
applications close this Friday – interviews next Monday – carol, michael, becky 
and 2 advisors; info on home page – top right. The Vice President is again vacant 
with today’s receipt of a formal letter of resignation from the current Vice 
President. The vacancy VP position will open next Monday and applications will 
close June 9. The bylaws require it to be kept open for one month. 

 Representatives on Summer Council you must fill out a form (linked from a 
GPSA web page: http://gpsa.unlv.edu/council/. It can be brought to the June 
meeting or submitted via email to Becky Boulton in advance of the meeting. 

 Congratulations to Graduating Council Members and thank you for your service. 
 Book Scholarship final reminder: Michael Gordon said that 48 applications were 

received but only 10 book scholarships at $100 each are awarded per semester. 
Recipients are selected at random with a randomizer in an Excel spreadsheet. 
Michael suggested that a provision that students may receive a book scholarship 
only once during a school year. Tyler Schafer (Sociology) said he thought that 
provision already existed; feedback was affirmative from Kyle Kaalberg 
(Curriculum & Instruction), and George Molnar (Executive Crisis & Emergency 
Management). 

 Trevor Hartzell (Law) made a request to be added to the listserv. 
 Faculty Advisor Adam Simon suggested that GPSA members who teach and need 

to order books consider using online books or find less expensive books to help 
students minimize their costs for education. He said unless you are in a position of 
authority, please do not select expensive replacement books. 

 Representatives were invited to attend the Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony 
being held in the adjoining room holocaust victims and survivors were being 
remembered for their heroism and sacrifices. 

 
X. Public Comment – There were no public comments. 
 
XI. Adjournment – Tyler Schafer (Sociology) made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Melissa 
Schaar (Geoscience) seconded. The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 


