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GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION (GPSA) 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, Sept. 12, 2011 – 2 p.m. - Student Union Room 208A 

 

I. Call to Order, Roll Call: President Michael Gordon called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. 

Colleges with representatives in attendance were:  

 

 

Executive board members in attendance: President Michael Gordon, Vice President Thomas Bussey, 

Secretary Carol Servino, and Treasurer George Molnar.  

 

Others in attendance: Graduate College Senior Associate Dean Kate Korgan; Associate Professor and 

Faculty Advisor Adam Simon; GPSA Manager Becky Boulton; guest speaker Assistant Director for 

Education Abroad, International Programs Ryan Larsen; Susan Van Beuge, an assistant professor in the 

School of Nursing, and Kristin Guthrie, graduate assistant, on behalf of Tobacco Free UNLV; and 

College / School Representative 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS Cesar Valdez Hughes (Business Administration) 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION Lloyd Kenne (Proxy- Education & Clinical Studies) 

 Kimberly Florence ( Educational Research, Cognition 

and Development) 

 Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Nirup Bandaru (Electrical & Computer Engineering) 

 Kimberly Hammer (Mechanical Engineering) 

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS Lauren Adkins (Art) 

 Jonathan Baltera (Music) 

 Brandi Blackman (Theatre Arts) 

COLLEGE OF HOTEL 

ADMINISTRATION 
Xi (CeCe) Leung (Hospitality Administration) 

SCHOOL OF LAW Benjamin K. Reitz  

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  Sharon Young (Anthropology) 

 Kathy Anders (English) 

 Ilvia Uribe (Foreign Languages) 

 Jacob Cassens (History) 

 Kenneth Retzl (Political Science) 

 Kerri Schafer (Psychology) 

 Jennifer Reed (Sociology) 

SCHOOL OF NURSING Rhone D’Errico  

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE Sarah Wood (Chemistry) 

 Alison Sloat (Geoscience) 

 Mason McElroy (Mathematical Sciences) 

COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS Monika Bertaki (Communication Studies) 

 Joey Shea (Crisis & Emergency Management) 

 Jennifer Liese (Journalism & Media Studies) 

 Curt Easley (Public Administration) 

 Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) 
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CSUN President Sarah Saenz. 

 

Colleges/Schools/others absent/excused: School of Allied Health: (Health Physics (excused), 

Kinesiology (vacant), and Physical Therapy (vacant); College of Business (vacancies in Accounting, 

Economics, Management Information Systems); School of Community Health Sciences: Public Health 

(excused), Health Care Administration and Policy (vacant) and Health Promotion (vacant); College of 

Engineering: Computer Science (vacant), Civil and Environmental Engineering (excused); College of 

Fine Arts: Architecture (vacant), Film (excused); College of Liberal Arts: Women’s Studies (vacant); 

College of Science: (Life Sciences (vacant), Physics (vacant); College of Urban Affairs: Environmental 

Science (vacant), Criminal Justice (excused), Marriage and Family Therapy (excused), Workforce 

Development (excused). 

 

II. Approval of Minutes of previous meeting — President Gordon asked for a motion to approve the 

minutes from the August 1 meeting. Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) motioned and Joey Shea 

(ECEM) seconded. Asking about corrections or additions and hearing none, President Gordon called for 

the vote, which was unanimous to approve. 

 

III. Introduction of GPSA Faculty Advisors & Executive Board and Guest Speaker — President 

Gordon introduced Council Representatives to GPSA’s Faculty Advisors and to the Executive Board. 

He then introduced the guest speaker, Ryan Larsen, Assistant Director for Education Abroad, 

International Programs. Larsen provided an overview of the international study abroad programs 

available to students who qualify for teaching, research, or field school projects. He said his office 

provides help with drafting proposals, filling out applications, answering questions about funding, and 

advising for Fulbright scholars. He provided printed copies of a printed brochure that details benefits of 

studying abroad, and he invited students wanting more information about funding or options to contact 

UNLV’s Office of International Programs in Room 325 of Building B in the Classroom Building 

Complex (CBC) or to go to its website:  http://internationalprograms.unlv.edu. 

 

IV. Budget Report — Treasurer Molnar said the budget cycle (fiscal year) runs from July to July and 

that each month he will provide a running report of the monthly expenses. The budget is based on the 

actual revenues brought in throughout the year. As noted in the mission statement (on the GPSA 

website) the GPSA strives to engender a sense of community among the graduate and professional 

students by furnishing financial support. This is accomplished by awarding grants, student merit awards, 

and scholarships. Additionally to further assist the research needs of the graduate/professional 

population, the GPSA provides a study facility/lounge (housed in the Lied Library), maintaining a 

computer lab equipped w/39 computers, a state-of-the-art color Xerox machine, scanners, and a color 

laser printer. The GPSA also sells snacks and water.  

 

In referencing his written report with copies available for all council representatives, Treasurer Molnar 

said that $138,500.00 has been set aside for transfers to various departments on campus. Listed on the 

report under monthly expenses are the following transfers: $2000 allocated to the UNLV Preschool (to 

help keep preschool costs down for graduate & professional students); $2000 to the Theatre Art 

Department (which permits graduate and professional students to go to UNLV Theatre events for free 

and/or significantly discounted tickets); $5,000 for medical hardship scholarships (new this year to 

provide assistance for students in need); $2,500 to the Student Wellness Center (to pay for more classes, 

yoga, boxing, and Pilates, all offered to graduate & professional students); and the largest expenditure 

http://internationalprograms.unlv.edu/
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for the GPSA is $125,000 earmarked for GPSA grants to provide assistance for students' research and 

conference travel. More details and grant application deadlines are available on the GPSA website.  

 

The revenue budget summary table details the revenue generated from the GPSA student fees ($18 per 

student) collected each semester. The revenue projection for this year is $321,863. Sales in the office are 

projected at $4150.00. This gives GPSA a total of $326,013.  

 

At the top of the report, wages account for both the GPSA office staff wages and the GPSA Council 

members’ stipends. The expenditures to date reflect the stipends for the Summer Council members 

($1900) & the wages paid to the student employees in the GPSA study facility.  The $6800 for Graduate 

Salaries is for the awards distributed at the annual Research Forum. Awards are given to students who 

demonstrate outstanding scholarly achievement. The professional salary (encumbered) is for the GPSA 

business manager. Fringe benefits (encumbered as well) are for the professional staff, council members 

and student employees.  

 

In General Operations $39,110 is allocated for the year. This amount will cover new partitions for the 

Research Forum (displaying students' posters) and laptops purchased for use in the Research Forum. 

These will also be made available for students to use in the GPSA Study facility (on a check-out basis), 

NY Times newspapers (offered M-Th in the GPSA Library study facility and the Boyd Law School, 

office supplies, printing costs for the Research Forum, travel costs to the Board of Regents (under "in-

state motorpool "are transportation expenses for Michael's trip in June to the BOR). Also included in the 

operation expenses are twenty $100 book scholarships awarded each year. Fall awards for the book 

scholarships have already been awarded; the application deadline for spring is October 30th. The GPSA 

will also pay for a membership to NAGPS (National Association of Graduate & Professional Students) 

and President Michael Gordon's travel to the NAGPS national conference. Included under general 

operations is a $3000 discretionary fund. This $3000 is used only when the E-board needs to approve 

unexpected expenses that may come up before the Council's monthly meeting. Other expenditures are 

itemized at the bottom of the list as monthly expenses and appear as Administrative Expenses (what 

UNLV charges each internal department to process paperwork and provide services, etc. is projected at 

$11,400), Rental Equipment A/V (the charge for the set-up and A/V equipment for the spring and 

summer council meetings). 

 

Hosting, another category, is for hosting expenses and it accounts for monthly socials, i.e. the recent 

GPSA mixer, upcoming tailgating, etc. and the snacks purchased for sale in the office. To date, $160.67 

has been spent thus far: $117.27 for snacks in the GPSA Study Facility and $43.40 for the E-Board 

retreat luncheon held in late June. The Account Balance is at the bottom of the report. The balance 

forward is $178,959.94 with an actual balance of $219,099.66. 

 

Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned to approve the budget report as presented; Kathy Anders (English) 

seconded. After entertaining questions and discussion, the vote to approve was unanimous. 

 

V. Orientation – President Gordon asked all representatives to read the handouts provided to them as an 

orientation packet that includes a printed copy of the GPSA mission statement, a listing of the 2011-

2012 GPSA goals, a primer on Parliamentary Procedure, GPSA brochure and August newsletter. He 

explained that representatives are expected to attend all meetings, which are not to exceed 90 minutes, to 

serve on at least one committee (a sign-up sheet is available now) and to complete a proxy form to 
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identify and obtain a proxy who will fill in, if needed, at a monthly meeting.  

 

Some committees are campus-wide committees, and input from GPSA representatives is valuable, 

according to Dr. Kate Korgan, who noted that serving on campus-wide committees (curriculum, 

program review, professional development, new programs) is a good way to meet faculty members. 

 

President Gordon said that GPSA events will be posted on Facebook by Monika Bertaki 

(Communication Studies) in an effort to keep representatives informed and that some items will be 

communicated via the graduate student listserv. He said that each council representative receives a $100 

stipend per semester for their service, and he encouraged representatives to maintain dialogues with their 

department/school graduate coordinators.  

 

VI. Committee Reports —  

 Nevada System of Higher Education Board of Regents – President Gordon and Vice President 

Thom Bussey attended the Board of Regents meeting on Sept. 8, 9 at DRI in Las Vegas as well 

as the Nevada Student Alliance (NSA) meeting at the same location. Two topics of discussion 

were the establishment of a funding formula committee and ―low yield‖ programs.  

o Funding Formula Committee – President Gordon said NSA members would like to see a 

student serve as one of the three members of the public on the funding formula 

committee; NSA members discussed and decided that only one name would be put 

forward – that of UNR’s GSA President Stephanie Vega. 

o Low Yield Programs – President Gordon reported that a proposal being floated is that 

programs graduating fewer than three students per year or fewer than five students in 

three years will be eliminated. He said there is no distinction between masters and PhDs, 

and that the GPSA is likely to be opposed to this idea but he wanted to hear what GPSA 

council representatives had to say regarding what position should be taken. After 

entertaining questions and considerable discussion about timelines, bottlenecks not 

controlled by affected students, alternative tuition strategies, and bylaws within 

departments, President Gordon cut off comments due to time constraints and invited 

representatives to email him or see him after the meeting. 

 GPSA Activities – Explaining that the Activities Committee needs a chairperson, President 

Gordon said that GPSA is planning to host a tailgate party on Nov. 5
th

 at the UNLV vs. Boise 

State game, which is the Homecoming weekend. 

 GPSA Ad Hoc Awards – President Gordon said a chairperson is needed for this committee. 

 GPSA Community Service – President Gordon said a chairperson is needed for this committee 

and will be identified after all committee sign-ups are complete. 

 GPSA Grants – Chairperson Thom Bussey thanked members of the Grants Committee for their 

work. He said $1,850 was awarded in August and $400 was awarded toward fall.  The committee 

met on Sept. 6 and awarded $2,800 in fall emergency grants. He explained that E-grants are 

decided every month and that the regular cycles are fall, spring and summer. November 15 is the 

deadline for spring grants. Information about applying for grants is available on the website and 

is disseminated to departments.  

 GPSA Publications – Carol Servino referred to the August newsletter (included in the orientation 

packets) and suggested that representatives look at page 3 for the topics to be found on the GPSA 

web pages so they are familiar with what GPSA does. She said the next newsletter will be 
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published in November, when she plans to include headshots of all council representatives along 

with their names, who they represent, and their Rebelmail email address. The information will 

also be included on the GPSA website so that students will be able to connect a face to a name, 

which may prompt more interaction with GPSA representatives in academic units. Content 

suggestions for the next newsletter should be directed to her; plan on a photo shoot at the 

beginning or end of the October 
3rd

 GPSA meeting. She asked if anyone with a good camera 

might be willing to assist with this project; Joey Shea (ECEM) volunteered to assist. 

 Student Technology Advisory Board (STAB) – President Gordon said this board, which meets 

once a month, needs one student representative from each college. Its first meeting is Oct. 5
th

 and 

student representatives will receive lunch and software in exchange for their participation. 

 

VII. Old Business 

 

 Tobacco Free Campus – President Gordon said that Tobacco Free UNLV (TFU) is a grassroots 

organization working to eliminate the use of tobacco on NSHE campuses in Southern Nevada, 

and focused primarily on implementing a tobacco-free policy at UNLV, CSN and NSC. He said 

that GPSA representatives heard from proponents this summer and that TFU has asked for a 

resolution from GPSA in support of its efforts. He opened the floor to discussion to hear what 

council representatives had to say. Comments included ―severe‖ opposition from some 

representatives who said the elimination is too strict, more idealistic than realistic, not 

enforceable, discriminatory and likely to result in an ―underclass.‖ Dr. vanBeuge thanked council 

representatives for their ―good, open discussion‖ and Graduate Assistant Kristin Guthrie offered 

rebuttals to issues raised during open discussion. President Gordon thanked Dr. vanBeuge and 

Ms. Guthrie, and he reiterated that TFU is looking for a resolution, noting that this item will 

again be on the agenda next month.  

 

VIII. New Business  

 Goals — President Gordon noted that the list of 2011-2012 GPSA goals is an action item to be 

voted upon. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned to approve, and Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) 

seconded. After questions about dental chairs (they are not yet in place at the Wellness Center 

but will improve the quality of life as dental students help students who need dental care), 

security stations around campus (one was removed during a parking lot project), and pets on 

campus (a CSUN effort that GPSA will support), the vote to approve the list of goals passed 

unanimously without abstentions.  

 

 GPSA Recognized Student Organization – UNLV Food Bank – action item -   

President Gordon said that the Food Bank has been organized as a student organization. Kenneth 

Retzl (Political Science) motioned to approve and Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) seconded.  

 

President Gordon asked Cesar Valdez Hughes to explain how the Food Bank will operate. Cesar 

said that the group has a website, that it has received between $2,000 and $4,000 in funding from 

the Nevada Faculty Alliance, and that it is looking for volunteers to staff it twice a month on 

Thursdays and Fridays at its donated location on Maryland Parkway across the street from 

campus.  Boxes to collect food will be located all over campus, he said. Sharon Young 

(Anthropology) asked how she might obtain a box to collect food in her department. Cassandra 
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Diaz (Social Work) said she believes students in her department will help with food collection as 

a service project.  

 

Council voted unanimously to approve the motion to recognize the Food Bank as a student 

organization. President Gordon thanked Cesar for getting the project going. 

 

 Suspend GPSA Bylaws for March and April 2012 meeting dates – action item – President 

Gordon said that GPSA Bylaws dictate when meetings will be held but that two regular meeting 

dates conflict with UNLV’s academic calendar around Spring Break and Study Week so bylaws 

(related only to meeting dates) need to be suspended in spring to allow for revised meeting dates. 

Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) motioned and Sharon Young (Anthropology) seconded. 

New meeting dates would be March 26 and April 30. 

 

Without further discussion, council voted unanimously to approve suspension of the bylaws 

(related only to meeting dates) for March and April to conform to the UNLV academic calendar.  

 

IX. Announcements  

 President Michael Gordon said the Student Health Committee meets monthly and needs a 

student representative. The first meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on October 4. Anyone interested 

should contact President Gordon for more information. 

 Vice President Thom Bussey said that a grants writing workshop is set for 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m. on Friday, October 14. It will cover not only GPSA grants but also other funding sources, 

including National Science Foundation (NSF) and National Institute of Health (NIH). 

 President Michael Gordon said that the Women’s Center is conducting an anti-violence training 

session this coming Friday, Sept. 16
th

 on campus. 

 

X. Public Comment —President Gordon said that GPSA will host graduate students at a football 

tailgate party prior to the Homecoming game on Nov. 5
th

. 

 

XI. Adjournment — President Gordon called for a motion to adjourn. Curt Easley (Public 

Administration) motioned to adjourn the meeting; Joey Shea (ECEM) seconded. The meeting was 

adjourned at 3:33 p.m. 

 


