
 

 1 

GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION  

(GPSA) COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  Monday, Nov. 7, 2011 

  2 – 3:30 p.m. - Student Union Room 208A 

 

I.  Call to Order: President Michael Gordon called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m.  

II. Roll Call: Colleges with representatives in attendance were:  

 

Executive board members in attendance: President Michael Gordon, Vice-President Thomas Bussey, 

and Secretary Carol Servino. 

College / School Representative 
SCHOOL OF ALLIED HEALTH Aaron Andersen (Health Physics) 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS Cesar Valdez Hughes (Business Administration) 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 

SCIENCES 
Jeremiah Todd (Health Care Administration & 

Policy) 
 Jennifer Pharr (Public Health) 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION Diana Chacon-Pote (Proxy- Education & Clinical 

Studies) 
 Kimberly Florence ( Educational Research, 

Cognition and Development) 
 Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching and Learning) 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Mehdi Khalili (Civil & Environmental Engineering) 
 Kimberly Hammer (Mechanical Engineering) 
COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS Lauren Adkins (Art) 
 Jared Goode (Film) 
 Jonathan Baltera (Music) 
 Brandi Blackman (Theatre Arts) 
COLLEGE OF HOTEL ADMINISTRATION Xi (CeCe) Leung (Hospitality Administration) 
SCHOOL OF LAW Benjamin K. Reitz  
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  Sharon Young (Anthropology) 
 Kathy Anders (English) 
 Ilvia Uribe (Foreign Languages) 
 Jacob Cassens (History) 
 Kenneth Retzl (Political Science) 
 Kerri Schafer (Psychology) 
 Jennifer Reed (Sociology) 
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE Sarah Wood (Chemistry) 
 Alison Sloat (Geoscience) 
 Mason McElroy (Mathematical Sciences) 
COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS Monika Bertaki (Communication Studies) 
 Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) 
 Erin Swallow (Environmental Studies) 
 Joey Shea (Crisis & Emergency Management) 
 Jennifer Liese (Journalism & Media Studies) 
 Nannette Fader (Marriage & Family Therapy) 
 Curt Easley (Public Administration) 
 Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) 
 Jung Eun Song (Workforce Development)  
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Others in attendance: Dean of the Grad College Ron Smith; GPSA Faculty Advisor Adam Simon; 

GPSA Manager Becky Boulton; guest speakers Director of Student Financial Services Norm Bedford 

and Chancellor Dan Klaich; UNLV President Neal Smatresk; and Rebel Yell News Editor Nolan Lister.  

 

Colleges/Schools/others absent/excused: Treasurer George Molnar (work-conflict); Nirup Bandaru 

(Electrical & Computer Engineering); Rhone D’Errico (Nursing). 

 

Moment of Silence – President Gordon recognized Cassandra Diaz (Social Work) who wanted the 

GPSA council representatives to know that a graduate student in her department died last week; 

President Gordon then led council representatives in observing a moment of silence in the student’s 

memory.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes — President Gordon called for a motion to approve the minutes from the Oct. 

3 meeting. Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned for approval of the minutes and Nannette Fader (Marriage and 

Family Therapy) seconded. Asking about corrections or additions and hearing none, President Gordon 

called for the vote, which was unanimous to approve. 

 

IV. Guest Speaker – Norm Bedford, Director of Student Financial Services, said that graduate students 

“came out on losing end of federal legislation” last summer after Congress dealt with the budget deficit 

and passed a budget control act in 2011 to protect the federal Pell grant program. Effective July 1, 2012, 

instead of seeing subsidized loans, graduate students will see unsubsidized loans, which accrue interest 

from the start and not after graduation. Graduate students still will able to borrow $25,000, he said, but 

all loans will be unsubsidized and will be subject to loan origination fees. The legislation he spoke of 

affects graduate students at every university; it does not affect undergraduate students. More information 

may be found on the UNLV Student Financial Services web pages; the office is planning to send emails 

to all affected grad students with subsidized loans via their Google e-mail accounts, as well as through 

the US mail. He asked council representatives to help spread the word. 

 

After Mr. Bedford spoke, Dr. Ron Smith thanked Council Representatives for their service and said “I 

know you have other things to do” but that he wanted to talk about some things that may affect graduate 

students. He said UNLV will soon announce Faculty Opportunity Awards (totaling up to $400,000 for 

faculty to team up with other departments to do seed projects that will result in a competitive research 

proposal. He said that in the past, such seed money generated $3 million in grants and that “students 

profited immensely from this.”  Dr. Smith explained that when the grants ($8,000 to $10,000) are 

available, applications will be judged by teams of faculty members outside those of the people who 

apply. He suggested that graduate students pay attention in their departments to see which faculty 

members are applying to see if it may relate to student research and developing research relationships. 

Dr. Smith also said that UNLV is starting a new economic development office to sell ideas – 

development of technology on campuses – and is hiring a person to promote that idea. That person will 

work for the state economic development board. Also being hired is a person to deal with technology 

transfer, noting that some patents have come out of graduate student research in the past. 

 

V. Budget Report — President Gordon asked Secretary Servino to provide the Budget Report in the 

absence of Treasurer Molnar (work conflict). Joey Shea (ECEM) motioned to approve the budget report; 

Kyle (Teaching & Learning) seconded. Secretary Servino said that at the top of the report, the monthly 

wages are reported for the GPSA office staff wages. There were a few operating expenses for the month 

of October that included routine office supplies, the monthly postage and telephone costs and printing 

charges for President Gordon's business cards, $500 for the NAGPS institutional membership, $181 for 
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the Name Tag expenditure line - this was for nameplates for the new departments and volunteer and 

judges ribbons for the Research Forum. Quarterly installment payment towards Administrative costs 

(FYI- Administrative costs, what UNLV charges each internal department to process paperwork and 

provide services, etc. is projected at $11,400.00); Revenue for the month of October was $7,869.93, 

bringing the revenue total up to $135,619.56. The balance forward is $178,959.94 with a total balance of 

$82,385.74.  

 

After a call for the vote, Council unanimously approved the budget report as presented. 

 

VI. Committee Reports —  

 GPSA Activities – Nannette Fader (Marriage & Family Therapy) spoke about the tailgate party 

on Saturday, which was done as a tagalong to the alumni tailgate, and had a small but good 

enough turnout. She said the “End of semester party” is being planned for 5-8 p.m. on Friday, 

Dec. 9 at the Brio at Towne Square on the south end of the Strip. GPSA will supply appetizers 

and there will be an open cash bar. President Gordon said that an “encore presentation” of the 

PhD Comics movie night will be held on Jan. 25 and asked representatives to support the activity 

and to encourage others to attend. 

 GPSA Community Service – Kyle Kaalberg (Teaching & Learning) said that the Community 

Service Committee supported the St. Baldrick’s event on Oct. 26 and has been busy with the 

Food Bank. He thanked PUA 231 and others who participated for their involvement and 

assistance.    

 GPSA Grants – Chairperson Thom Bussey said the Grants Committee met on Oct. 24 and that 

$8,000 was awarded to 14 applicants. 

   

VII. Old Business  

 GPSA Bylaws Article 1, Section 2B3, and Section 4 and Article 10 – action item – President 

Gordon recognized Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) of the Bylaws Committee and invited him 

to present information first presented by the committee at the last meeting as an information 

item. Copies of the committee’s proposed changes were distributed to council representatives in 

advance of this meeting in compliance with current bylaws. In Article I the revisions concern 

council leadership and duties in absences as well as inclusion of clarifying language regarding 

composition of at-large representatives on committees. In Article 10 the revision proposed 

deletes the word “written” regarding how notices will be provided to membership. 

Representative Waller said that Section B3 and B4 changed wording in section 4 

Sarah Wood (Chemistry) motioned to approve; Jennifer Reed (Sociology) seconded; after calling 

for and hearing no discussion, council members voted unanimously to approve the revisions. 

 

VIII. New Business 

 GPSA Bylaws Articles 7, 8, and 9 – information item – President Gordon, who chairs the 

Bylaws Committee,  invited committee member Jeremy Waller (Criminal Justice) to explain the 

committee’s recommended revisions to Articles 7, 8, and 9. He used an overhead projector to 

show the current bylaws and the recommended changes. A vote on the recommendations will be 

taken at the December meeting.   

o In Article 7 Section 1G, the committee recommends adding the number 4 to the word 4; 

in Article 8, Grievances and Removal Procedures, the committee recommends deleting 

the entire section 1a. through 1g. and replacing it with Article 4 of the GPSA 

Constitution; in Article 9, Section 1e. the committee recommends language be revised so 

that representatives of Recognized Student Organizations should be encouraged to attend 
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GPSA meetings. 

 NAGPS Report – President Gordon said he recently attended a meeting of the National 

Association of Graduate and Professional Students and that he thinks we (GPSA at UNLV) are 

in “good shape,” and may be in “better shape” than some other schools.  He said he tried to 

compare association situations here to those at other universities and he has formulated thoughts 

from sessions he attended. He pointed to effective communication strategies, including a web 

site that “drive them back to one place” and he thanked Becky Boulton for what she does to keep 

students informed and up-to-date. He said he thinks GPSA needs a logo (Lauren Adkins is going 

to help with that), he wondered if UNLV’s compliance with the Clery Act and the annual 

security report of crimes on campus. He said some discrepancies on other campuses were 

described at the NAGPS meeting. Other topics that caught his attention included the GAANN 

(Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need) program fellowships available to institutions of 

higher education, and open access to federally funded research and peer-reviewed journals. He 

learned that $3billion is spent on research in this country and said students were told “if your 

school does not have those journals, if your school gets this $$, you will be able to have access.” 

NAGPS’s regional conference will be held in March around the time of GPSA elections, he said. 

 

IX. Announcements  

 Spring grant deadline, Nov. 15 – Vice-president Thomas Bussey stressed the difference between 

Emergency grants and regular cycle grant applications, and he asked representatives to inform 

their departments now that if they know they are attending a conference in spring it is not an 

emergency. He said simply “forgetting” to apply for a grant does not constitute an emergency. 

He said if the date of the event is during the spring semester, the deadline for the spring cycle is 

November 15. He said at this point GPSA would not be able to fund them if they are not 

presenting. 

 GPSA Student and Faculty Awards – The application for these awards is Tuesday, Dec. 6. Two 

student awards (merit and service) each carry a $300 amount. Information about these awards 

and the faculty award are available on the GPSA website or by emailing President Michael 

Gordon or Manager Becky Boulton. 

 UNLV's Lighting & Safety Walk begins at 5:30 p.m. today, Nov. 7, and begins at Valerie Pida 

Plaza. UNLV Chief of Police and other officers will walk the campus to point out areas that are 

not safe or well lit. President Gordon said campus police are asking for students and others to 

walk with them between buildings and parking areas, to go in different directions and to point 

out areas that may not be well lit or that may appear to be unsafe. He encouraged students to 

participate in this annual exercise to help keep campus safe. Anyone with safety concerns is able 

to call and request an escort, he said. 

 President Gordon said that plans are still moving forward to obtain dental chairs on campus, 

probably in spring semester. 

 Jonathan Baltera (Music) invited students to one of his degree-required recitals on Nov. 20 at 

Rando Hall.  

 

X. Guest Speaker –Dan Klaich, NV Chancellor of Higher Education, accompanied by President 

Neal Smatresk, spoke for about 10 minutes and then took questions from the council representatives.  

Chancellor Klaich prefaced his remarks by saying it is time to move beyond the budget problems of the 

last four years and that it is “critical to look around and say what’s next? What’s next for UNLV?” 

Using the analogy of a dog chasing the car, he said, “We caught the car, now what do we do with it?”  
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A large group, meeting as a committee to discuss the funding formula, will meet for the first time at the 

end of November to make decisions affecting UNLV for the next decade with regard to “who you are, 

what you are, what you do, how you are going to do it” he said. Among the issues to be discussed and 

decided are performance metrics and accountability measures. He explained that “The enemy of 

anecdotes is data. We will be arriving at definitions that we agree upon, arriving at a proper answer” to 

the question of what we do and how we do it,” he said, adding that he hopes it will provide data to test 

“annoying anecdotes that dog us.”  

In closing, the Chancellor said: 

 “in Nevada “something fundamentally will change that will change us in the next few decades 

and it is up to higher education to influence that, 

 UNLV is being recognized as a critical partner in business and diversification, 

 the economy is different here, and those jobs are gone and they are not coming back.” 

 

On an optimistic note, Chancellor Klaich said “we can change who we are and how we face the future... 

and make NV a better place.” He invited students and faculty to participate in the process of decisions 

and changes during this “exciting, scary, exciting time.” He added “Things will change in the next two 

years and we’ll look back and say ‘things are better today because of the tough decisions we made in 

2007.” 

 

During a question and answer session that followed the Chancellor’s remarks, he answered questions 

that ranged from other sources of revenue, such as mining industry profits and a state lottery to how 

UNLV may need to “behave more like a private university” even though it “will not be privatized.” 

He said, “We don’t have to go from here to perfect at once, but we do have to start moving; we have to 

start finding appropriate known metrics, and it has to be done in a way that is open and everyone knows 

what is going on.” He also spoke about coordinating messages and working with legislators who make 

decisions affecting higher education.  

 

XI. Adjournment — President Gordon called for a motion to adjourn. Kyle (Teaching & Learning) 

motioned; Kathy Anders (English) seconded. By council’s unanimous vote to adjourn, the meeting 

ended at 3:25 p.m. when the entire council membership moved outside for a photo session with 

Chancellor Dan Klaich. 

 


