
Guide for High School, Transfer, and 
International Students

Admission Requirements

How to Apply
There are two ways to apply to UNLV:

n Apply online at unlv.edu/admissions and pay the 
$60 application fee, or $95 application fee for 
international students, with a credit/debit card. 

n Submit a paper application to the Offi ce of
the Registrar & Admissions and payment with 
cash/check/money order (made payable to
Board of Regents). You can print a copy at 
unlv.edu/main/pdf/ug-app.pdf or pick one up at 
UNLV’s Offi ce of Undergraduate Recruitment. 

Once you apply, you will be asked to submit the 
following:

n Offi cial transcripts from all attended institutions 
in a sealed envelope to the Offi ce of the Registrar 
& Admissions (If you are still in high school, 
include a copy of your senior year class schedule.)

n ACT/SAT/TOEFL test scores if applicable

All application materials should be submitted by the 
priority deadline:

n February 1 for fall and summer

n October 1 for spring 

Once your application is received, allow six to eight 
weeks for processing. You can check the status of your 
application through the online registration system at 
register.unlv.edu/registerOnline.html.

Diversity at UNLV
The University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), along 
with other research-intensive public universities in the 
United States, recognizes that a student body that is 
diverse with respect to race, ethnicity, socioeconomic 
class background, and geography, among other 
dimensions of cultural difference, benefi ts and enriches 
the educational experiences of all students, faculty, and 
staff. Accordingly, UNLV strives to recruit students who 
will further enrich this diversity and to support their 
academic and personal success while they are a part of 
our campus community. The presence and achievement 
of racial and ethnic minority students at UNLV not 
only benefi ts these students individually, but it also 
enhances the educational and interpersonal experiences 
of everyone in our campus community. UNLV actively 
encourages applicants whose racial and ethnic 
backgrounds are underrepresented in higher education 
in Nevada, who are fi rst-generation college students, 
and who have demonstrated fi nancial need.
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Transfer Students
Have you already taken college classes? Depending 
on the number of credits earned, you will be either a 
freshman transfer student or a regular transfer student.

Freshman Transfer Students
In order to be admitted as a freshman transfer student, 
you must meet the following minimum requirements for 
admission to the university:

n	 Earn fewer than 24 transferable credits from a 
regionally accredited college or university in 
which you have a cumulative 2.5 GPA and are 
considered to be in good academic standing, and

n	 Graduate from an accredited or approved high 
school with a 3.0 weighted GPA in the 13 core 
units* described in the freshman category, or 

n	 If you’ve completed all 13 core units but your 
GPA is below a weighted 3.0, you may be 
admitted based on your test scores of a minimum 
1040 SAT (critical reading and math) or 22 ACT 
(composite). 

Transfer Students
In order to be admitted as a transfer student at UNLV, 
you must meet the minimum requirements. 

n	 You must have 24 or more transferable credits 
from a regionally accredited college or university 
with a cumulative 2.5 GPA and be in good 
academic standing with your last institution 
attended. If you have fewer than 24 transferable 
credits, you may be admitted as a freshman 
transfer student. 

Admission Requirements
We want you to be successful at UNLV, so our admission 
requirements were developed by the Nevada System 
of Higher Education Board of Regents to help us assess 
your academic preparedness and potential. Please note 
that specific degree programs may have additional 
admission requirements. 

Please find the category that describes you best for the 
appropriate admission criteria.

Freshman Students 
Whether you’re coming straight from high school, have 
taken some time off, or never attended college before, 
you’ll be entering UNLV as a freshman. In order to 
be admitted as a freshman, you must meet one of the 
following minimum requirements for admission to the 
university:

n	 You must have graduated from an accredited or 
approved high school with a 3.0 weighted grade 
point average (GPA) in the 13 core high school 
units,* including:

•	English (four units): Emphasis on composition; 
rhetoric; and American, English, and world 
literature 

•	Mathematics (three units): Algebra or 
higher-level mathematics, with an emphasis 
on first- and second-year algebra, geometry, 
analytic geometry, trigonometry, pre-calculus, 
probability and statistics, or other advanced 
mathematics 

•	Social science (three units): Emphasis on world 
history, geography, U.S. history, economics, 
government, and law 

•	Natural science (three units): Emphasis on 
biology, chemistry, and physics, with at least 
two units in a laboratory science 

n	 If you’ve completed all 13 core units but your 
GPA is below a weighted 3.0, you may be 
admitted based on your test scores of a minimum 
1040 SAT (critical reading and math) or 22 ACT 
(composite). 

International Students
UNLV defines an international applicant as someone 
who is not a U.S. citizen or permanent resident and 
who requires an F-1 student visa to study in the United 
States. In order to be admitted as an international 
student, you must submit the following information and 
meet the minimum requirements for admission to the 
university:

n	 One official, sealed copy and one translated copy 
of all transcripts (secondary and postsecondary) 
must be mailed to the Office of the Registrar 
& Admissions. Your transcripts must show a 
minimum 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale (A = 4.0) for 
all transferable college/university credit or 3.0 for 
high school study, and 

n	 Proof of English proficiency. Please visit unlv.edu/
admissions/applyOnlineIntl to read about the 
various ways to satisfy this requirement. 

Test Scores
ACT or SAT test scores are required for placement 
into first-year English and mathematics courses. Official 
scores from all ACT or SAT tests must be sent by the 
testing services. Our ACT code is 2496, and our SAT 
code is 4861. 

Students who have successfully completed college 
English composition and intermediate or higher algebra 
are not required to submit these scores. 

Credit may be granted to new students with appropriate 
scores on the Advanced Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB), or College-Level Examination 
Program (CLEP) examinations. Please refer to the 
undergraduate catalog for more information. 

Admission Alternatives
If you don’t meet the minimum requirements to be a 
student at UNLV, we would like to hear more about you. 

The UNLV Alternate Admission Committee meets 
monthly to review applications from students who do 
not satisfy the minimum requirements for undergraduate 
admission. If you fall into this category, you should 
submit the following additional materials to the Office 
of the Registrar & Admissions with your application: 

n	 A personal statement of educational goals

n	 Two letters of reference from an employer, 
educator, or responsible official

n	 ACT and/or SAT scores

n	 Your official transcripts

Reviewing Your Application
The admission process consists of a fair and 
comprehensive review of all applicants. Please 
complete the application process by providing 
thorough, accurate, and complete information.

Transfer Credit Evaluations
UNLV will evaluate all college-level courses 
taken at any regionally accredited institution. 
These courses will first be evaluated for university 
admission. If you are admitted, your academic 
advisor will then determine how your courses will fit 
into your degree program of choice. Check out our 
course equivalency tables at transfercenter.unlv.edu 
to get an idea of how your courses will transfer. 

If you have earned an associate of art, associate 
of business, or associate of science degree from a 
Nevada System of Higher Education institution, 
you are admissible to UNLV.

*Other courses may be approved for admission to the university. 
If you have questions on a course, please contact the Office of 
Undergraduate Recruitment at 702-774-UNLV (8658).


